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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Me?.; , • units 



DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 


SUBJECT: EARx RUSSELL BROWDER 

SM-C; PERJURY 


VEkx.^rj 

DATE: 2/4/57 


Re 0-1 dated 1/24/57♦ 

By letter dated 9/14/55 the NYO advised the Bureau that 
inasmuch as this was primarily an INS case a separate letter 
was being directed to the local office of INS requesting that 
office to advise the NYO of the final disposition of the ease. 

The NYO placed the BROWDER case in a closed status at that time. 

The case was subsequently reopened in the NYO for the 
purpose of preparing a summary report. 

By letter dated 9/10/56 the NYO advised the Bureau that 
ATJSA, SDNY THOMAS A. BOLAN had advised that he had submitted the 
results of interviews with prospective witnesses in the captioned 
case to the Department of Justice, Washington, DC, and was 
awaiting a decision from the Department concerning prosecutive 
action. 

On 1/31/57 AUSA BOLAN advised SA JAMES E* HANLON that 
he had not as yet received any word from the Department of 
Justice concerning prosecutive action. He stated that the case 
was being handled by the Internal Security Division of the 
Department of Justice and that the man who had been handling it 
had been transferred. Mr. BOLAN stated that he would write the 
to ascertain what they were going to do with the case# 


Mr. BOLAN advised that if the case comes to 'irial, INS 
would be primarily consulted but that since the case was being 
handled by the internal Security Division, INS was "out of it . 
However, he did mot indicate that the FBI should assume primary 
'“’responsibility in the case. 


1 The NYO wiki maintain the case in a closed status, but 

itrill keep the Bureau* advised of developments as they are received 
from A’JSA BOLAN. 
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There are attached excerpts concerning the above- 
captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People," 
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts 
are frbm page(s), g70-g76. 351 of the book. 

The full text of the book may be found in the FBI Library. 
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The Communists changed tiieir “Me’ r "irteraliy overnfght lif ter The 
|pact was signed. The United States under the New Deal Administration 
Iwas no longer “progressive”—it was an “imperialist warmonger,” along 
Jwith Britain and France. The new Communist theme was “Keep America 
Out of the Imperialist War” and “The Yanks Are Not Coming.” The 
Party fought lend-lease to Britain and rallied against sending aid to 
France. The “anti-Fascis't” united front became the “anti-imperialist” 
united front. 

Comrade Earl Browder, the Communist Party’s General Secretary, 
asked, “What reason is there to believe that an Allied victory will 
bring anything better to the world than a German victory?” 

But when Germany turned on Russia it was another story. The 
Communists flipflopped back again. The war that was “unjust” 6n 
June 21, 1941, became a “just” war on June 22. The war of the 
“imperialist warmongers” became “a mighty people’s crusade against 
fascism and oppression.” The fronts organized to mobilize the people 
for peace melted away. The anti-imperialist leagues disappeared. In 
their place emerged the “fronts” for unity, for a second front, and for 
all-out aid to Great Britain, China and the Soviet Union. 

The Party lost some 20,000 disillusioned members who saw in the 
flipflopping the Party’s dedication to Soviet Russia and to communism 
rather than the American ideals of freedom. But with the old “united 
front” reestablished, and with the United States at war, the Party’s 
membership climbed to an all-time high of 80,000 members by 1944. 4 
The FBI estimated that almost 1,000,000 people knowingly or unknow¬ 
ingly had been drawn into Communist-front activity. The Communists 
themselves boasted that for every member of the Party there were 
ten others who willingly followed the Party “line.” ■ 

Into and through the war years the FBI traced the twists and turns 
of the Communist Party and the fronts which changed their names 
as casually as a man changes a suit of clothes. When a front or ai 
name had served its purpose, a fresh one was ready. For example, the] 
Friends of Soviet Russia was organized in 1921. Through the years,! 
to suit the condition, it became the Friends of the Soviet Union, the 
American Committee for Friendship with the Soviet Union, the Ameri- 
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I can Council on Soviet Relations, and then the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship. 

I Durin g 1116 Soviet-Nazi amity, the most flagrant effort to damage 
the aid-to-Britain program came in June, 1941,. when a Communist- 
inspired wildcat strike closed down the North American Aviation Cor- ■ 
poration plant at Inglewood, California, a plant with some $200,000r 
000 worth of airplane contracts. 

Ignoring their national CIO leadership, plant leaders led the work¬ 
ers on strike with support from the state CIO organization. President 
Roosevelt ordered the Army to seize the plant and declared that the 
strike was “not a bona fide labor dispute, but a form of alien sabo- 
tage, inspired and directed by Communist forces, interested not in the 
advancement of labor, but in the defeat and overthrow of the United 
States.” 

After the United States and Russia became allies in the war, the 
Communist Party went all out in favor of a no-strike pledge. Earl 
Browder advocated total aid to Russia and Britain .and urged “not 
an idle man, not an idle machine, not an idle acre.” 5 j 

In October, 1940, Congress had passed the Voorhis Act, which 
required all organizations subject to foreign control to register with 
the Attorney General, and a month, later the Communist Party of the 
United States of America “formally” severed its relationship with the 
Communist International (Comintern). The home-grown Communists 
could boast there was now no open link between them and Moscow. 
Nevertheless, the FBI’s reports on Communist activities showed that 
the Party was following the Moscow line as faithfully as ever. 

But a crisis was building in the Communist Party in America 
Stalin dissolved the Comintern in June, 1943, as an expedient to win 
closer ties with the Western Allies. And immediately after this deci¬ 
sion the FBI noted feverish activity among the Communist leaders 
in New York and other cities. Word went out to confidential informants 
to find out what was happening. 

The informants reported that the Party’s National Committee had 
ordered a study of the possibility of dissolving the Party and reor¬ 
ganizing under another name. Browder and other leaders felt that it 
would-be in line with Moscow’s friendship front to drop the word 
“party” from their name. Under another name, they reasoned, there, 
would be a better chance of winning broad support from labor and 
other groups throughout the country. And besides, the informants said, 
the dissolution had been ordered by the Comintern before it was dis- r 
solved. 

This was the state of the Party when President Roosevelt, Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill and Premier Stalin met at Teheran in De- 
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icember, 1943, to pledge a united fight against the Axis to the end, > 
and cooperatio n in the postwar recon structio n. Again the American 
Communist leaders went into huddles to interpret the meaning of this 
■ agreement in relation to their own program. 

Browder concluded that the Teheran agreement meant there must 
be friendly coexistence between capitalism and communism in the 
postwar world, and that the idea of a socialist revolution in the United 
States should be abandoned. He declared, “If J. P. Morgan supports 
this coalition and goes down the line for it, I as a Communist am 
prepared to clasp his hand on that and join with him to realize it.” 

At a mass meeting in New York on January 10, 1944, Browder 
proposed that the Party’s name be changed from the Communist Party 
of the United States of America to the American Communist Political 
Association. This Association would work within the two-party politi¬ 
cal system, lending support to candidates on the nonpartisan basis of 
issues and not party affiliation. 0 

But the Browder interpretation of Teheran wasn’t the interpretation 
made by William Z. Foster, who wrote the National Committee that 
big business couldn’t be trusted to cooperate with the workers. He 
also challenged the Browder concept of soft-pedaling socialism in the 
postwar world. Communist leaders out in the districts were demand¬ 
ing to know whether the Browder, “line” meant that the no-strike 
pledge was to carry over into the postwar years. 

Again the FBI noticed unusual excitement among the Party’s lead¬ 
ership. An informant reported that a top-secret meeting of the Na¬ 
tional Committee’s Political Bureau had been called to discuss the 
Teheran agreement and the Foster letter. The meeting was certain to 
be one of the most important held by the Party in several years. 

Soon the agents learned that a woman, acting for the Party, had 
rented a room at a midtown New York studio for a meeting to be 
held from 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. on February 8. -The woman 
didn’t disclose to the management that she was the agent for the 
Communist Party. 

The studio was one used by professional and amateur singers and 
musicians for making recordings. There were several rooms wired for. 
recordings and two unwired practice rooms which sometimes were 
* rented to discussion groups and societies. The Party had reserved 
Room 11, one of the practice studios. 

Once they knew the meeting place, the FBI agents went to work. I 
They reserved Room 11 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on Feb) 

I ruary 8 and arranged to rent the adjoining room, Studio 14, for thJ * 
entire day. If anyone looked at the FBI reservations, it appeared 
that Studio 14 was to be used by various musical groups throughout 
the day and into the night. 
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,. J™ 0 hours before . the Communist meeting, agents carrying musical , 
'instruments walked into Studio 11, and while some of them beat outt 
I a ragtime tune, others swiftly removed the acoustical drapes from ' 
the wall adjoining Studio 14 and began-the installation of a micro- 
phone. i 


A hole was drilled into the wall deep enough to allow the microphone 
to fit flush with the wall surface, and the lead wire was passed through 
the wall into Studio 14, where other agents tied it into a recording 
machine. A thin layer of cheesecloth was wrapped around the front 
of the microphone and the rough edges of plaster were covered with 
plaster of pans. A slight layer of the plaster of paris was daubed on 
the cheesecloth. To anyone looking at the wall, it appeared that a 
steam pipe above the microphone had at one time gone through the 
wall at that point and the hole had since been patched over. The wall 
drapes were replaced as they were before—nailed to the ceiling and the 
floor. The “musicians” closed their instrument cases and left. 

At 11:00 a.m. people began drifting into Studio 11. Among’them 
were Browder and Foster and Eugene Dennis and Sam Darcy and 
Abram Flaxer and Robert Minor and James Ford and Ben Davis 
and Ella Reeve “Mother” Bloor and more than a score of others whose 
names were well known to those who followed the trail of co mmunis 

The voice of Foster came through the microphone to agents in 
Studio 14: b 


... it is not necessary for me to stand up here and recite to you the 
many splendid achievements or splendid contributions that Comrade 
Browder has made to the life of our Party ... But I think Comrade 
Browder ... is also subject to making a mistake ... 

Foster ripped into Browder’s suggestion that capitalism and com¬ 
munism could collaborate in the postwar world. He derided the no¬ 
tion that capitalism could be “progressive” or that there could be 
collaboration between the classes. 

“Let us have no illusions,” Foster said, “that Teheran has abolished 
the class struggle in the United States.” He ended his .long argument 
by accusing Browder of painting a picture of “flourishing capitalism” 
made to flourish by the support of the Soviet Union. 

“I just want to say,” he added, “. . . that all the help that the 
capitalist system of the world will get from the Soviet Union you could * 
put in your small tooth in the long run ...” 

J Foster saw the future clearly. He well knew that Moscow had not ‘ 
Jabandoned the class struggle and never would. But among the thirty- (I 

jfive people in the room that day there was only one—Darcv_who J 

supported Foster. ^ J 

While the argument over Teheran dragged on through the day," 
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( “nsiwiriaim” wereentering and leaving Studio 14; next door. Each time 
the cJoor ww opened there was the blare of a hot trumpet, the wan 
ofasaxopbone orthe tinny sound of an old piano; Every agent itf' 
Hew York who-cOuld play a mnsical instrument had been drafted that 
day to aclin thedramaofStudio 14. 

- t- The meeting, disclosed the split in the Communist leadership and 
/alerted 1 the i®I to watch for another dipflop in the Party line} now 
’ that :tiffey' icnew Browder ahd Foster were at odds. 

The ; Browder- “iine” prevailed. The Party was dissolved in May; 
1944, aud its {dace was taken by the Communist Political Association, 
which proclaimed its willingness to cooperate with “progressive capi- 
. ■ taliimii” This was the most popular front ever devisbd: by the Com- 
• raunist leadership, as it publicly pledged cooperation with the Ad- 
■; ministration’s domestic, and foreign policies. 

But .even as the Communists were playing a theme of close har- 
* mony -with capitalism and avoiding talk of the class struggle, the 
'. Soviet espionage apparatus was busily at work. Men like Klaus Fuchs 
* and Harry Gold and Julius Rosenb e r g aid the Washington subversive 
und ergrou nd in government were passing secrets to Soviet agents and 
to Russian diplomats. The diplomats had complete freedom, of move^ 
metrt throughout the United States, a privilege riot granted American 
diplomats in'Russia. • 

. ’ The wartime atmosphere of friendship with Russia, opened the way 

i- tor tire. Communists to pursue their activities with a freedom that 
•ihtajr Rmis bordered on arrogant disregard of United: States laws. 

. - S=?jye Rnisiari <fipiomats were known; by the FBI to be linked with the 
■ Soviet espionage apparatus. At times they were strong-arm bully-boys 
y actually taking part in kidnapingp; , 

Ode inch kidnaping occurred in San Francisco in 1943. San Fran- 
•' ciseopohce walking their water-front beat at dawn on October 7 saw 
four hr- five men beating a struggling captive as they dragged him 
aboard the Russian; freighter Leonid Krasin. The captive was Alex- 
■ ander S. Egorov, a young Russian seaman who had jumped ship in 
1942 and hidden on a chicken farm in Oregon. The Soviet.Consulate 
. had reported the escape and U. S. immigration authorities jiad found 
Egorov; He told than he had fled to escape the Communist dictator¬ 
ship which had riiot his father and thrown his mother into a concen¬ 
tration' cinip; The Immigration authorities: allowed him to leave San 
Francisco aboard a Norwegian ship, but when the vessel docked in 
.' Oregon, Egorov slipped, away again. 

.. | This thhe the Russians themselves tracked down Egorov. They 
. caught him in San Francisco and dragged him} struggling, aboard the 
^.psightef. The FBI began an investigation, but the State Department / 
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ruled that the Bureau did not have jurisdiction in the case. An officer 
iOf the Immigration Service boarded the freighter two days after Egorov 
pvas shanghaied. He found the youth who pointed to Yakov_Lomakin, 
the Soviet Consul General, 7 -as one of the men who had kidnaped and 
beaten him. The official report said of the shipboard meeting: 

Egorov was brought to the room under guard to be interviewed. He was 
wearing trousers and an undershirt. His shoulders were badly bruised 
and his body bore other marks of severe manhandling. He was obviously 
frightened and in great fear of his life. Egorov said that he had been 
attacked two days before by four or five men, one of whom was Lomakin. 
He said that he had been dragged aboard the ship. He stated that he did 
not want to depart from the United States and that he feared for his life. 
He begged the United States officials to take him from the ship. 

But Lomakin claimed that he, personally, already had signed the 
captive aboard as a “crew member.” The freighter sailed the next 
day. 

The report concluded: “Egorov broke down and sobbed when the 
United States authorities left the vessel . . . He is obviously sailing to 
certain death.” 

It was almost five years before the public heard of the Egorov kid¬ 
naping. This incident and the desertion of other Soviet seamen in 
United States ports during the war impelled Hoover to write Attorney 
General Biddle in November, 1944, and say: 


I believe that these individuals who leave the service of the Soviet Union 
because of political reasons are bona fide political refugees, and to turn 
them back into the custody of the Soviets is to turn them back to certain 
death. Because of their status as bona fide refugees they deserve at least 
a temporary haven in the United States and an opportunity to leave this 
country to proceed to a permanent haven or refuge of their choice. 


On the national scene, the Browder policy of collaboration began 
to wear thin during the United Nations Conference in Sah Francisco 
in April, 1945, when the United States and Communist delegations 
clashed over the seating of members. 8 At this time, also, the French 
Communist leader, Jacques Duclos, after a visit to Moscow, wrote an 
article for a French Communist journal in which he criticized Browder 
for leading the American Communists down a path of “revisionism.” 
tie explained to the comrades why Browder was wrong in dissolving J 

I the Party and organizing the Communist Political Association. , 

Duclos said: ■ / 


Earl Browder drew from the [Teheran] Conference decisions erroneous/ 
conclusions in no wise flowing from a Marxist analysis of the situation^ 
Earl Browder made himself the protagonist of a false concept of the ways 
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of social evolution in general, and in the first place, the social evolution 
of the U. S. . . . 


And he added: 

. . . one is witnessing a notorious revision of Marxism on the part of 
Browder and his supporters, a- revision which is expressed in the concept 
of a long term class peace in the United States, of the possibility of the 
suppression of the class struggle in the postwar period and of establish¬ 
ment of harmony between labor and capital. 



The voice of Duclos was recognized by the American Communists 
as the voice of authority. The same men who had supported Browder 
in the meeting in Studio 11 now turned against him. Browder was 
voted out as General Secretary and Foster stepped into the Party 
leadership. The Communist Political Association was tossed aside and 
the Communist Party of the United States of America was reestablished 
in July, 1945. The Party was back in business at the old stand. 

In gathering intelligence information on the Communists, the FBI 
was in a position to see how a few Party members could influence the 
actions of a great number of people merely by being in key positions. 
An example of this happened in 1943, when the CIO held its national 
convention in Philadelphia at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. 

FBI agents discovered that the Communist Party had set up head¬ 
quarters in the St. James Hotel, where a member of the Party’s Na¬ 
tional Committee huddled with the Party faction leaders to determine 
their strategy and tactics and discuss the CIO’s executive board deci¬ 
sions. After the convention’s resolutions committee had approved the 
resolutions to be placed before the delegates, the only existing rough 
drafts were brought to the Communist Party’s command post. 

The rough drafts were read to the National Committeeman, who 
changed the phrasing of some and then gave instructions on the se- 
f/ience in which the resolutions should be presented to the convention 
•in order to get the emphasis desired by the Party. After the rough 
drafts were changed, they were sent to the printers. 
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- U 01 i <m ' BTO W d CTWMMWSted for a passport violation 

s On October 23, 1939, Brow while f ree , he carried on an 

d on the following day was released b the 1940 presidential 

five campaign as the Communist y court an d sentenced to 

5 s ™ " 

“l £ ffiJiSSSr. on May 16, 1942, President Roose- 

»lt commuted Browder’s sentence. 357 
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Subject was interviewed by MIKE WALLACE on program* "Night- y / 
beat 2/26/57, on station WABD-TV, NYC. BROWDER denied con^ * ~ 
spiratQ3Z.t9-I_na.tu re of Communist Party (C P) whi le he~was ,,, its 
hesA*~ He said that while he was head of CP it was independent 
political party in America which consulted with other Coftimunist 
Parties in Russia and elsewhere in the world. When asked why 
he broke with the Party he stated he was too independent and 
inferred he would not follow Soviet dictates to the CPUSA. 

He mentioned that prior to being relieved of leadership of CP, 
a letter was received from the CP of Prance (DUCLOS letter) 
which set the CP line which he understood was dictated by the 
Soviets. He said CP of France served as the official source to 
CP's throughout the world from CP Soviet Union. 
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BROWDER said he felt the CPUSA is not a menace today and 

is a helpless, pathetic group. BROWDER denied ever meeting or 

corresponding with STALIN, yet he admitted that while he was head 

of CPUSA he attended high-level conferences in Russia where he 

sat next to STALIN. BROWDER denied having any knowledge of 

Soviet espionage activities while he was head of CP. He said 

the comments made by ELIZABETH BENTLEY about his knowledge of 

espionage activities were lies. 

* 

BROWDER said he is no longer a Communist and considers 
himself a Socialist, He considers himself a good American. 

During this interview with WALLACE, BROWDER complained that in all 
past interviews he has had, the interviewers were opinionated. ^ 
They approached him with the idea of getting from him what they '■-i 
thought he should say and not with the idea' of getting his story. 
He said he has a lot to tell if he can tell/his own stony. 
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Transmit thg following message via Air-tel 

Registered 

TO JttRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 

/> 

EARL BROWDER 
IS-C 


' Mt. i'ekzt rn 

^djJ, 1 ®lr. pehoIf K ^ , 

P^W] 1%. iBoayddpp^ 

Date 2/28/57] 

I Mt 4 P&rsoji q ../ ’ 

| Mr, w | 

I Mr, Tam m - | 

I Mr, Trotte r . | 

I Mr. Neas e . | 

| Tote, Booj tt. I 

\/ | Mr. itollornaa_| 

Jr * I Miss Oand#._f 




overhear 



reported on following conversation she 
Office, 2/27/57: 


Jcxm^iD 
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I v v 


One CHICK MASON spoke of the recent interview of ‘ 

E ARL BROWDE R on the Mike Wallace Television Show. He. /// 
stated that he had never he ar d of BR OWD ER doing a nything r ' 
that was.Jetr„im ntjil.J:Q^J:.he„C B. At this point LEONA 
EDINBURG spoke up and said that a few others had listened 
to the interview and they liked it. She said "At least 
we liked it here on the oth floor but I can*t say that for 
the 7th floor." 

NY State CP Office occupies the sixth floor of the 
Jefferson School of Social Science Building and the 
National CP Office occupies the seventh floor. 

1 asked MASON I f he thought....that.JBRQWDER 
would want to co me„ba.alsLJ^L-t.be^C.P.,. .aodJfflASQlL'Said JbJ&at 
triat was why, h e was _at_CP Headq uarters . He said he 
wanted to see EUGENE DENNIS and talk over the idea with him 
and then he said that he had changed his mind and .:tho'ugbt 
that talking to DENNIS might not be the right thing to do. 
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As the conversation continued* JOHN GATES came in 
and shook hands with MASON and MASON stated he thought 
that GATES was just the one he wanted to talk to. At 

/ this point* MASON and GATES left the room together, 

EDINBURG then stated that “some of us" will he glad to 
consider taking BROWDER hack into the Party, 

MASON~believed to he author of "Source of Our 
Dilemma" appearing in October, 1956 editiorhof "Party Voice." 


KELLY 




STANDARD FORM' NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 

MB. NICBO£$f$ / r''i 
L. E. SE01 


TO 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE 5-5-57 
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BENJAMIN GITLOW 
Internal Security - C 
Bufile 61-1544 

EARL^ROWDER 

(40-3798) 
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Communist Party U. S. A. 
100-3-4 


An indexing project has been completed involving 
documents furnished by Benjamin Gitlow covering his knowledge 
of the Communist Party U. S, A. in the 1920 l s and early 
1930 r s. This material was furnished to the Bureau by the 
New York Office by letter dated 3-26-43 (100-3-4-1594). There 
are 2,675 documents involved. 


For record purposes a copy of this memorandum will be 
placed in the main case file on 32 of the most prominent 
individuals mentioned in the documents. On each copy of this 
memorandum will be listed the document numbers on which the 
information concerning these prominent individuals appears. It 
is felt that this is necessary because it is not logical to add 
cross reference cards to our index today. on such old material. 

RECOMMEND A TIONs 

1. That the attached plastiplate be approved. 


2. That each copy be routed to the pertinent section 
of the Domestic Intelligence Division for the interest of the 
substantive case supervisor. 


LML:vk 

(32) 



100-3-4-1594 Enclosure, Document Numbers: 

35; 51; 52; 54; 86; 70; 8o; 8l; 186; 234;, 237; 238; 
281; 349 pages 44 , 152, 154; 679; *694; 898;. 757; 
1765; 2291; 2569. 
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UNITED STATE* GOVERNMENT 


TO 



SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 

y 

EARL RUSSELL''BROWDER 
SM-Cj PERJURY 

Re 0-1 dated 5/13/57. 


DATE: 5/17/57 


On 5/16/57, AUSA, SDNY THOMAS A. BOLAN advised 
SA BERNARD T. McCABE that he had inquired of the Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. regarding prosecutive action 
in this case about 5 or 6 months ago but had not received a 
reply. AUSA BOLAN stated he would direct a letter to the 
Department on 5/20/57 requesting a decision from the Depart¬ 
ment concerning prosecutive action in this case. He stated 
he would advise the NYO of the Department* s decision as soon 
as he received it. 

The NYO will set up a 45 day tickler to recon¬ 
tact AUSA BOLAN in order to determine whether the Department 
has rendered a decision concerning prosecution in this case. 
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iV/ On 6-2-5>7 a Earl Browder, former Communist /Party leader, 
interviewed by Mk^WalTStSe^on^^Levision. Browder/said eventually 
American democratic socialism will develop. He sa$d we should be 
bolder in dealings with Russia and compared Nikita»fffirushchev with 
Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson. He claimed that when he 
led Communist Party (CP) it was respected by Americans. Stated 
many die-hard members would leave Party if Government ceased its f 
persecutions of CP members. Stated he is supported by social 
security retirement and is writing a book on re-examination of 
^Marxism. Denied that his wife had been a communist. Stated he 
has not given detailed information about Party because people 
want such infoxmation for their own use. Said in event of war * 
between Russia and USA, his sympathies would be ’'here. 1 * Browder 
presently under Indictment on perjury charge for testimony at 
deportation hearing that wife never a CP member. Has been 
uncooperative when interviewed and before Congressional committees. 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 


DETAILS: 


On 6-2-57> Earl Browder, former head of the Communist 
Party, USA, was interviewed on a national television show by 
Mike Wallace, who conducts a weekly interview program. Browder, 
in reply to Wallace’s question, replied that eventually an 
American democratic socialism will develop. He said that although 
Khrushchev is preaching peaceful coexistence we^ should not let our 
guard down but be bolder in our efforts to find* a peaceful under¬ 
standing with Russia. He compared Nikita Khrushchev with 
Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson stating both are tough, 
able and self-made men. In reply to Wallace’s statement that 
Browder is considered dangerous by American people because of 
(1) statements by the Director that communism stands for 
destruction, (2) court decisions and (3) the acts of the Rosenbergs, 
Browder replied that none of these applied to his doings because 
he led the CP when it was looked up to by the American people. 
Browder tried to explain that the CP under his leadership favored 
the Hitler-Stalin Pact in 1939 and then favored only Russia in 19kl 
because the majority of Americans also had those views. Browder, 
in response to Wallace’s question as to being a good Ameridan in 
Ti e Yoi 0 £ evasion in 1917, bis conviction for passport fraud 

in 1940, and the FBI’s warnings about communism, said his acts did 
not involve moral turpitude or injury to anyone and were acts 
majority of Americans did not consider wrong at that time. Wallace 

tbe CP has been losin S 500 members monthly and asked 
why the die-hards remain in the Party. Browder replied that thev 
resent being pushed around, having to flee from persecution and 
ey desire to protect the underdog. Wallace quoted Browder having 
said last week that William Z. Foster is an evil man and asked if 
Party members would leave CP if invited out. Browder said the 
Government should stop persecutions and take the attitude of 
accepting communism as shown by the French and Italian Governments. 

Qr ~j Powder said he is supported by social security retirement 

W ^ 4 tins a book 0n re-examination of Marxism, which 
3aim ln Hsrepute with orthodox Marxists. Browder admitted 
unat his three sons never became communists staking this was so 

!“*.*** "ife d ld not believe having pre-high school children 
of^i^srJnni 111 an \ P ° litlcal philosophies and before they became 

askedif ijf®/, hS WaS no lon S er in tbe Party. Browder, when 
5 1 ®, wife was ever a communist, replied *’No. m Wallace 
challenged the reply pointing out that there is documentary evidence 






Memorandum for Mr, Belmont 
RE: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 


that she did work ’’here on the 9th floor with you 11 and was 
pictured at communist meetings and was in Russia. Browder remarked 
that if he hadn’t been expelled from the Party, he would have 
eventually quit. 


Wallace mentioned that Victor Reisel has said Browder 
has information which could rip the Party wide open and asked why 
he doesn’t make use of it, Browder replied he has been trying to 
do so for past ten years without success because people want to 
know only about the past activities of other Party members and 
not what his views really are but what they want him to express. 

Browder commented that he was never in any conspiracy. 
When asked what his sympathies would be in the event of war with 
Russia and this country, Browder replied "here." 


. Bufiles reflect Browder is presently tinder indictment 
on a perjury charge based upon his testimony at a deportation 
hearing regarding his wife that she was never a member of the CP. 
lhxs matter is presently under consideration by the Department and 
no trial date has been set. Browder has been interviewed on 
numerous occasions by the Bureau and thfe press and has appeared 
before Congressional committees# He has refused to furnish 
pertinent details regarding his activities. 


It is noted Browder’s wife died in 1955. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service charges of CP membership on the part of Browder’s wife based on her 
waking at CP headquarters and her presence at high level CP meetings. With 
respect to Browder’s statement that CP-members would leave the Party if the 
Government would stop perseeutihg them, it is noted as. evidence to the contrary 
the Director in an artfcTe^ appearing in ’’This Week’’ magazine issue of November 1 
1953, urged the Com munists t ocome in as good citizens and furnish information ’ 
..in their possession. Regarding_th e interview,. Browder appeared very careful 
j in his answers, and dis play gd.the-same vagueness and evasiveness in answering 
I questions regarding his past activities as he has previously exhibited. 
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TV INTERVIEW OP EARL BROWDER 


MIKE WALLACE Interview of EARL BROWDER, 10 P.M. 

Sunday, June 2, 1957 

Introductory Remarks by MIKE WALLACE 

Today we go after the story of a man who for 15 
years was the head of the Communist Party in the United States, 
you see him behind me in his heyday. His name is EARL 
BROWDER. He comes from an old line American family. In 1945, 
EARL BROWDER was unceremoniously thrown out of the Party for 
preaching cooperation with capitalism. If you are curious 
to know what EARL BROWDER thinks of the prophesy made today 
by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV that our grandchildren will live under 
socialism^ If you want to know why. EARL BROWDER asserts th&t 
he has always been a good American, what he knows of Communist 
espionage and why he said "Getting thrown out of the Communist 
Party was the best thing that ever happened to me," we'll 
try to get these stories in just one minute. 

Commercial 


And now to get to our story. EARL BROWDER was 
boss of American communism when the Communist Party in the 
United States was at its strongest, for the 15 crucial 
years between 1930 and 1945. Tonight we are going to find 
out something about EARL BROWDER, about his beliefs, his 
regrets and about communism. 

Q - Question (MIKE WALLACE) 

A - Answer (EARL BROWDER) 

Q: Mr. BROWDER, the head of the Soviet Union, NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV 
told the United States via television this afternoon, the 
following. He said I can prophes# e that your grandchildren 
in America will live under socialism. Do you agree? 

A: Yes and no. I do not agree with KHRUSHCHEV'S idea that we 
will live under socialism as he knows it and understands 
it. 

Q: What is KHRUSHCHEV'S brand of socialism? 

A: The Soviet brand of socialism is that which has grown 

out of a backward country and has carried over a large part 
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of the political backwardness of the country as it 
inherited. America, if and when it comes to a 
socialist system of society, will have an entirely 
different kind, it will grow out of the most advanced 
society in the world, and will reflect that in the type 
of socialism. It will be democratic socialism. 

Q: We will have the vote, we will have freedom, it will not 

grow out of force and violence? 

A: Yes, I can’t possibly foresee any future system in 

America, th£t would not be essentially Jeffersonian, it 
would be democratic. 

Q: Mr. BROWDER, KHRUSHCHEV'made a..plea today for peaceful 

co-exi&tence between American capitalism and Russian 
communism, an exchange of business ideas, easier 
trade restrictions, cultural exchanges. Now tell me sir 
isn't that more or less the program that you preached 
as head of the Communist Party here in 1944 and did that 
not lead to your being thrown out of the Communist 
Party a year later? 

A: Yes, that is true to a certain degree, although I even 

then all these years ago was preaching something more than 
he said today. I was also preaching then that America was 
a very progressive country and that this was the reason 
why we could expect America to do its part in such a 
cooperative relationship. 

Q: Mr. KHRUSHCHEV'S statement today about peaceful co-existence, 

did it make you fe&l like "I told you so" or did it make you 
feel rather that you’d like to get back into the party now 
and go back to work? 

A: It did give me not the slightest feeling of going back 

into the party, that is some 12 years too late. It did 
give me the fueling that Mr. KHRUSHCHEV was tijing to do 
a serious job in promoting the relaxation of tensions between 
the two countries and to begin to approach some important 
agreements with America? 

Q: Why? 

A: I think they have learned that the cold war is just as 

disadvantageous to them as it is to the rest of the world. 

I think they are suffering from it and I think that they would 
like to have a little relaxation. 
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Q: Under those circumstances, Mr. BROWDER, are you suggesting 
that we do relax a little bit, let down our guard? 

A: Well no, I do not. I think, however, we should have more 
confidence in ourselves. I do not think we should be so 
jittery. I think that we should be rather bold in the 
conduct of negotiations looking towards relaxation of 
tensions. 

Q: Well now, inasmuch as there is such an argument going on 
about the President’s budget right now, do you think that 
what Mr. KHRUSHCHEV said today should reasonably lead 
men in the Congress of the United States to say 
‘ J56u see, there is an opportunity here for a little 
relaxation, we can cut our defenses just a little bit 
because there is an honest effort of good will on the 
part of the Russians.” Do you believe that? 

I believe there is a practical proposition, just as cold 
bloodily estimating what is likely to happen, I don’t think 
that these talks will change much about what is actually 
being done. There is a potential for the future, however. 

It is great. The real relaxation of tensins will greatly 
hfc&p us in this country in the way of reducing budgets, just 
as it will help KHRUSHCHEV. Relaxation of tensions me.ans 
both countries will have more resources to turn to peaceful 
purposes. 

Q: Let us draw an opinion of the man KHRUSHCHEV. Do you 
believe him? 

A: I believe that he is trying to do a job in the direction 
of relaxing the tensions of the world. I believe him in 
that s6nse. There are lots of things he says I don’t 
believe. 

Q: How is this? 

A: I was quite astonished at one of his remarks this afternooon, 
but first of all I should say that he makes the impression 
upon me as one of these men very similar to a corporation 
executive in the United States who has grown up from the 
bottom. One of these tough men. Very self-confident and 
to a certain extent limited in his intellectual outlook, 
but very able. He made me think as I looksdsstt him of our 
own CHARLIE WILSON. 
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Q: I am not sure that Mr* WILSON would like to be compared 
to him* 

A: I am speaking of the general type of character* 

Qr Yes, of course* 

Ar And he also made me think of that when he gave that answer 
to one of the correspondents about Hungary, because 
certainly it was a rather unfortunate thing for him to 
have given the variation of the answer about the Hungarian 
regime lasting for a thousand years was it? 

Q: He said for ages* 

As But it was. the same note that was struck by the spokesman 
of the Third Reich. 

Qr You do not believe that the Kadar (PH) Regime would 

remain, would have remained and would now 2 ‘r©mA 3 in without 
the presence of Soviet troops and Soviet tanks* 

As I think Mr* KHRUSHCHEV would have said the same thing 

about the Rakocy (PH) Regime, which just disappeared about 
8 or 10 months ago. Disappeared overnight, leaving not 
a single person in the world willing to say a good word 
for it. 

Q: Mr. BROWDER, nowleip us come to you, yourself sir* In 
view of the fact that you were a Communist, that you 
devoted at least 25 years of your life to strengthening 
communism in the United States, what do you believe most 
of the people watching you tonight think of you, what 
kind of man do you think they believe you to be? 

Ar I think most people have been thoroughly convinced that 
EARL BROWDER is a very dangerous man,particularly because 
he was a leader of the Communist Party when it was strong, 
and completely unimpressed by the fact that for the past 
12 years when the Communist Party has come into disrepute, T 
had nothing whatever to do with the Communist Party* 

Qt Well, let us try to find out why they feel the way they 
do about EARL BROWDER. We have statements from FBI Chief, 

J. EDGAR HOOVER that American communism ”stands for the 
destruction of our American form of government”, we have the 
verdict of our courts in 1949 when 11 top Communist leaders 
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were convicted of secretly conspiring for the overthrow 
of the government by force and violence* we have the 
cases of convicted atom spies JULIUS and ETHEE ROSENBERG, 

. just to name a few events, linked with the Communist 
Party under your leadership. Now in view of all this# 
can you blame the American people for regarding you, sir, 
with something less than affection? 

A: Well, first of all I say the things you cite are in no 
way connected with me, and during the period I was the 
secretary of the Communist Party, the Communist Party 
grew in public esteem. For example, in 1945* just a few 
months before the Communists threw me out as their 
enemy, the American Bar Association invited me to 
appear on a nation-wide radio hook-up under its sponsorship 
to debate, not to debate, to discuss the question before the 
United Nations First Assembly, the question of the veto# 

Now certainly if the American Bar Association took it for 
granted that I was a natural person to be invited, I 
was not in great disrepute# 

Q: Well now Hr. BROWISER 

As Not it was from the party that (interrupted by MIKE WALLACE# 

A: It is this disrepute that has come since 

Q: Let’s be perfectly sensible, sir, you were JOSEPH 

STALIN’S man, I believe it was EUGENE LYONS in the ’’Red 
Decade” who said that EARL BROWDER needed but one vote 
to be made head of the Communist Party In the United 
States of America and that was STALIN’S vote, and certainly 
over a period of years you flipped and flopped with the 
Moscow line so many times and in so many ways that I 
don’t believe it would serve any real purpose to recount 
them now. Perhaps the most significant of the flops was 
doing everything you could to urge that we do not come 
to the aid of, let me put it this way, that in 1939, in 

B'D September of 39 when the STALIN-HITLER Pact was put into 
effect, you did everything that you could to keep us from 
coming to the aid of our allies. In 194l> when HITLER 
marched on STALIN, you made a complete flop. First of all 
it was ’’the Yanks are not coming” then it was ’’the Yanks 
are not coming too late#” 
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A: Yes, sir that’s very interesting and it would be well 
if everyone would understand that history a little 
better. It is not so important that I said ”the Yanks 
are not coming” in 1940,?' what was really important was the 
voice of the President of the United States who solemnly 
pledged to the mothers of America in his Music Hall 
speech in Brooklyn just before the election, that if he 
was elected he would not send their sons to fight 
any war in Europe, 

Qt And I dare say that his motives, FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT’S and 
EARL BROWDER’S motives were entirely different* Now 
Mr. BROWDER (interrupted by EARL BROWDER), 

As I don’t totally agree with that. 

What? You say, you told me this before, you said that you 
are a good American, a loyal American and that you have 
done good for your country. Let us look at your 
personal attitude towards America, In 1917# you were sent 
to jail for a year for draft dodging, first for refusing 
to register for the draft and later for failure to 
observe the draft laws. In 1940, you were sentenced,,,. 

As (Interrupting MIKE WALLACE) There was no dodging there 
Mr. WALLACE. 

Qs It depends upon how you look at it. In 1940 you were 
sentenced to 4 years in jail for a passport fraud, and 
in addition to breaking the law, you apparently have little 
respect for our court decisions and warnings by the FBI 
that we have been in danger of subversion. If you are now 
and always have been a loyal American, as you say and have 
said many times, how do you justify this contempt for 
American law and American authority? 

As I do not have contempt for American law and American 

authority. In 1917, for example, what I got into trouble 
about was the fact that I was trying to defend the 
American Constitution against those who were revising 
it outside the due process by enacting the draft law. 

That’s not an issue I want to fight over again, but I 
want to point out that I was one of those who probably 
represented a majority of Americans at that time who thought 
it was a mistake for America to get into the European 
war, 

Q* And as far as the passport was concerned, did you not use 
among other names, the name of one of the master spies of 

the Soviet Union, NICHOLAS DOZENBERG, in getting yourself 
to Russia, 
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A; that whole question is best summed up by a 

passage from the government’s brief to the Supreme 
Court in my case which said that the government did not 
charge BROWDER with Anything that involved moral 
turpitude, the injuring of any American citizen 
or the injuring of the American government, that it was 
a purely technical charge* 

Qs In that particular case, sir, but certainly there have 
been numerous government officials over the years 
that have charged you with much much worse than moral 
turpitude if you will, and have charged you with 
endangering the American people and the life and welfare 
of this country* 

At No one has ever made any official charges against me 
along that line, and if they had,they wouldn’t be able 
to sustain it* 

Qt Mr* BROWDER, since the Russian display of bloodshed 
in suppressing the Hungarian revolt and KHRUSHCHEV’S 
disclosure of STALIN’s corruption as well, the Communist 
Party in the United States, according to some reports is 
losing as many as 500 disillusioned members a month* 

Let us talk about the Communist Party today in the United 
States. How do you account for the diehards who 
remain in the Party? 

At I would say that most of them are people who Would have 
gotten out of the party long ago if it hadn’t been for 
the pressure of the government cases against the party 
and its leaders which they considered to be 
persecution, and like most of Americans, they don’t 
like to be pushed around and don’t like to run away 
under fire* 

Q,: They don’t like to be pushed around and yet is it not their 
philosophy that they will push others around to achieve 
the ends which they have in their minds? 

At I doubt whether those whom I speak of have that in view. 

Q: Well, let us go to the leadership of the party today. I 
understand that only last week, you called one of the 
party’s top men, WILLIAM POSTER, an evil man, who all his 
life has been motivated by a mania for personal power. 
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Does that reflect equally upon the rest of the leadership 
in the party? What I am trying to find out, if you can 
tell me, is you mean to say that the entire membership 
or a good share of the membership of the Communist Party 
In the United States would get out if they were invited 
out under proper circumstances? 

As I think that if it wasn't for the atmosphere that has been 
created that they would be running away from a situation 
they would have been<mittcflo ng ago* I think that the 
support that has gathered around the Communists in the 
last few years has been motivated almost entirely by the 
sentiment of protecting the underdog against persecution* 

I think it is really a situation where the government's 
attitude towards the Communist Party has kept it in 
existence, 

Qs Therefore the government should do what Mr. BROWDER, 
say "All is forgiven. Come back oh ye prodigal sons?" 

As I think the situation could be very much impnpved if the 
American government took much the same attitude towards 
the Communists as the French government or the Italian 
government. They never brought such cases there against 
them, although If there is a menace to Communism, 
you certainly will find it there where they have a 
quarter of the electorate behind them, in America, the 
Communists are so small that it is very difficult to 
find them at all* 

Qt Mr* BROWDER what do you do now? How do you spend your 
time? How do you support yourself? 

At Well, I am retired now on an old age pension* 

Q: Social security? Social security, given to you by the 
United States government? 

At Yes, yes. 

Qst And I believe you get additional help from your sons? 

A: Yes, that is right, 

Qt And you spend your time, for instance today, I know that ' 
you watched NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV on television? 
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At. Yes, I watch television quite a bit. I watch ball games 
and I write.. I am now* in writing a re-examination 

of Marxism which will bring me into a great disrepute with 
the Orthodox Marxists, but I think may be valuable to 
the rest of the world* 

Q: Here's a question I would like you to think over for a 
moment before answering. You claim you were a devoted 
Communist, dedicated to spreading communism throughout 
the United States. If you were so convinced of its 
rightness, why did you, as you say you did, shield your 3 
sons from Communist influence in practically every 
way that you could* 

Commercial 

And now.;sir for that question I asked you a moment 
ago* If you were so proud of your communism, head of 
the party for 15 years, in it for 10 more, why did you 
shield your 3 sons from its influence? 

At On this question, I followed the advice of my wife, who had 
very pronounced views against the political indoctrination 
of youngsters* She had, and (interrupted by MIKE WALLACE) 

Qt She was a Communist herself? 

At No, no, she was non-political* 

Q: We have documentary proof, and I am sure you know the 
proof I am talking about, that your wife, Mrs. BROWDER, 
worked on the 9th floor, there along with you, had an office, 
had a desk; she was pictured in Communist meetings with 
her hand raised along side you; she worked in a tribunal 
in Moscow where you met her, how can you say the lady 
was non-political, but aside from that sir, you say that 
you took your wife's, you a devoted Communist (here EARL 
BROWDER interrupts and says, "Yes") took your wife's word 
and kept your 3 sons from it? 

Ar Yes, it was her initiative and I agreed, with her. She was 
the one who had the strongest convictions on this 
question* 

Q* Well evidently, there is at least some hypocrisy for a 

dedicated Communist to say that. Let me quote to you from 
your own report to the Central Committee to the 8th 
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Convention of the Communist Party in 1934? you said 
every party unit and every party committee must take 
as a part of its daily concrete tasks the work among 
the youth, the establishment of their organizations, 
the solution of youth*s political problems and the 
material help to their movement, and yet you did not 
take your own advice. You would give this advice to 
Communists here and did not take it yourself? 

At As a matter of fact at the same time that I was saying 
that, we were dissolving the organization that was 
called the Pioneers, that is of youngsters below high 
school age and we were limiting the work among the youth 
only to those of high school age. By the time my boys 
became of high school age, I was out of the Communist 
Party. I might have attempted to direct them towards 
the Communist Party if I had still been the convinced 
and active Communist leader at that time, but luckily 
they were never connected with it so that they escaped 
that * 

Qt Escaped that? 

Ac Yes, as I, by good fortune, escaped from that environment 
by being kicked out of it and as you quoted me in the 
beginning of this interview* 

f 

Q: That being thrown out of the Communist Party was the best 
think that ever happened to you. What do you mean by that 
sir? 

At I meant that the Communist Party and the old Communist 
movement was changing its character and in 1945 when I 
was kicked out, the parttngSfthe ways had come, and 
if I hadn't been kicked out, I would have had the difficult 
task of disengaging myself from a movement that I could 
no longer agree with or no longer help. 

Qc Well, under the circumstances that you feel the way that 
you do, what is your answer to this challenge to you 
on January 16 last by the syndicated labor columnist 
• VICTOR RIESEL. He wrote, n $here is one man who can really 
kick the world Communist Parties on their way down. He is 
EARL BROWDER. BROWDER can rip wide open the dangerous 
illusions some still have that the Communist Party is a 
party and not a plot. n What about it, sir, why don*t you 
tell what you know? 
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As I have been attempting to tell what-1 know for the 

last 10 years and receiving very little encouragement* 

I receive a great deal of encouragement to tell what other 
people think they know, but I am not in the world to tell 
other people’s stories for them. I have been given 
offers of considerable sums if I would sponsor with 
my name, articles which were actually written by other 
people. I am not in that kind of business* That is what 
most people want of me. They don’t want what I really 
have to say* They want me to say what they would like 
to spread* 

Qr And you sir, say that you were in the Communist Party 
for 25 years, you worked very closely with STALIN, the 
leadership of the party, and you know nothing of value 
that would help rip the mask from the Communist Party 
here and through the world? 

At Not in the sense that Mr. RIESEL says, which is the sense 
of the uncovering of conspiracies because I was involved 
in no conspiracies* 

Qt May we have a one line, a one word answer to this next 
question and our last one. Were we to go to war with 
the Soviet Union, where would your sympathies lie, here 
or there? J t 

% 

At Here * 

Qt Thank you very much EARE, BROWDER. 


- 11 *• 





- 


t * 


(I 


rfTT* 


RECORDED - 31 
INDEXED - 31 


June 12, 1957 


a 


o> 


'olson_ 

fichols_ 

ioardman . 
Selmont _ 
lohr_ 


'arsons , 

:osen_ 

amm_ 


rotter_ 

ease_ 

ele. Room 
olloman _ 
andy_ 




(d 


Mr. Philip. 
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Dear Mr. Gibbs: 

Your letter of June 4, 1957, has been received, 
and I certainly appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
write. 

I am indeed grateful for your kind offer of assist¬ 
ance, and I do hope whenever information you believe to be within 
the investigative jurisdiction of this Bureau comes to your atten¬ 
tion you will contact our representatives located at 900 Standard 
Building, Cleveland 13, Ohio. 

Many thanks for your good wishes and generous 
comments concerning my administration of the FBI. 


Sincerely yours, 
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cc - Cleveland, withfcopy of incoming. 

NOTE: Bufiles fail to contain data identifiable with correspondent~or 
his father Colonel Harry E. Gibbs of Columbus, Ohio, on the basis of 
information furnished. A letter dated 9/22/38 to Honorable Robert T. 
Secrest, Congressman from Caldwell, Ohio, signed by Assistant Director 
Harold Nathan advised the Congressman on 9/20/38 Mr. Philip Gibbs 
and party called at the Bureau and presented a letter of introduction 
at which time they were conducted on a tour of the /Bureau • 

FBSrglj. . . t . . 
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TRUE COPY 
June 4, 1957. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenues N. W.,. 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

It has been a number of years since I had the very fine pleasure of 
seeing and talking with you. No doubt you will not remember me, as I meet you 
when I was with my late father in Washingtdmxluring the war years. You may 
recall him and his work, through this title, ’’Colonel Harry E. Gibbs, Director 
of Internal Security Fifth Service Command, Fort Hayes, Columbus, Ohio.” It was 
on one of his trips to the Capital, that I meet you. 

A good many events and years have now passed over the dam, but you 
and the FBI, are still the finest security force in the world today. And thank God 
you where born for this country and not some other. 

The writing of this letter, was brought about by a television show 
last Sunday night, June 2, 1957, put on by Mike WaUace. The interview that he 
held with, "Earl Browder”, one time so called head of the communist party, and 
in my belief, he still is a communist, even though he says he is now out. My 
question is just what can a person such as myself do, to help the FBI in some 
sma 11 way combat this type of organization within this country. In my mind I 
believe that men like "Browder" should be thrown out and sent back to the land that 
they so dearly love. You as director of the FBI has his hands tied, unless the 
proper laws are enacted, to do away with this type of insecurity to this country. I know 
how hard my father worked, to make certian that all within his command was under 
control. I myself have been in two Wars, to fight for what I feel is right. But I do 
not believe 7 that our "Senator’s" and "Congressmen" are doing you justice by not 
enacting the proper laws to clear our nation of this type of party. If I as a citizen 
can be of help to you, please let me know, in what way I may best be of service 
to you. 



Keep up the fine job that you are now doing, and I hope this letter 
finds you in good health. I also hope to have the pleasure of meeting with you at some 
future date. 

Philip E. Gibbs , , Yours truly, 

I /s/ Philip E. Gibbs 






check of files fails to reflect meeting of 
Philip' E. Gibbs and unable to identify in 
Bureau files; however, by letter 9/22/38 to ■ 

Honorable Robert T. Secrest, Member of Congress, 
Caldwell, Ohio, signed by Assistant Director 
Harold Nathan, the Congressman was adviced that 
on 9/20/38 Mr. Philip Gibbs and party called- * 
at Bureau and presented the letter of introduction 
at which time they were conducted on a tour of ^ ' 

the Bureau. v 
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EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
SM-C; PERJURY 
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DATE: 
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On 6/27/57, AUSA THOMAS BOLAH, SDNY, advised SA 
BERNARD T. MC CABE that he had been advised orally by Mr. 

HALL, who is in charge of security prosecutions at the Department 
of Justice, that the Department had decided to drop the perjury 
case against BROWDER. BOLAN stated that he was told that the 
Department would send him a written confirmation of this 
decision but as of 6/27/57 s he had not received it. 

BOLAN also advised that BROWDER had been granted 
permission to travel to Phoenix, Arizona, for the purpose of 
visiting his two sisters (names unknown to BOLAN) and to 
Berkeley, California, to visit one of his sons who is emplpyed 
as an instructor at the University of California at Berkeley. 
BROWDER plans to return to NY on or before 8/1/57. 
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UNITED STATfeS GOVERNMENT 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
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4 -f • 


^C. 


EARt. - ROS .^hh BROWDER : 
:SlIO;'.PERJUKI, ' ■ .C-.' ; k 


-Re New York letter, to the fBureau,; dated : 7*3 
; MlNa- YJINOffa TURNER.. maided.name MIMA i 



BEOwbBRi 


', -was’ born on 9“16”65» in Kansas, She;is the' .sister of. BARE 
-.BROVffifiR. and.is married to BERT A, TURNER.,, She presently ., 

' ‘ _ La a. r ‘jl..* T> a i* ■* % \4t'L*Ji 'Ll W** ** -* •" -■ ■ **" . . : 


resides at 


E 0 Amelia, Phoenix, ]|krizona 0 ■ . 
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, 
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Th e ill e on . HXM& MIBOWA f T URNER,Bureau Pil e. Mo #- | . ; 



investigation has been conducted in|jfchis matter since tha j 
time* : V 

Information concerning the; 
to ^a^aBLiia iaiJ2£ma— t<Ta ° frTnigh^ t 1 

by 


is set out as follows? 


The docunsk 


Identity ' Date, nr .Description PDnif't 
•of* .... of. Meetingand/or - / Rec^ 

Source- ac 


. EARL BROKER 



vmo nave 
. furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past 
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Gn July 7, 1957, GAYLORlyiSW'if G made the statement that 
he had been, out to see BML B&OWDSR ffho'hdd beenvisiting his' 
sister in Phoenix. GAYLQRD SWING said he and SAfiApWlNG, 
both local GP leader s in Phoenix. Arizona^ had talked to 
BROWDER and SAiCiT SWING had "neecubd'*; jb'IiHWhereupon BROWDER” ;• 
became quite angry at her. i. ; 


Upon being asked;why they, GAYLORD and SARA SWING, ■ , 
had. gone to see? EARL. BROV/DER,, GAILORb SWING commented . , 
that, they knew his sister quite wellji.i- GAYLORD SWING 
stated that when BPvGWDER denounced tike ”Party tt and was thrown 
but they had a,meeting and GaYLQRD SWING tried to determine 
why BROWDER had acted as he did. BRGWdER*s sister felt thdt 
GAYLORD SWING defended BROWDER, but &AYLOED SWING said he * 
did not* • .if. • 


GAYLORD SWING did not say *d#t they discussed upon; 
visiting EARL' BR'OWDBR. in Phoenix,' Arizona, but said that ' 
BROWDER is writing a book on Marxism’* 
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Re Phoenix letter to Bureau, 8/6/57* 
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Additional information concerning the visit of EARL BROW DER 
to Phoe nix . Arizona, has been furnished to the Phoenix Office 
by | 1 The documentation and information 

is set out as follows; t 
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PX 100-890 


On July 19, 1957, am SWING and GAYLORD SWING (local Communist 
Party leaders, Phoenix, Arizona), discussed what EARL BROWDER had to say 
when they visited him at his sister T s home in Phoenix* ' 

SARA SWING said she asked BROWDER about the Hungarian uprising 
and BROWDER replied he did not like the manner in which the Russians moved 
in with the military to crush the revolt* SARA SWING told him it was all 
propaganda and differed with him about the whole situation* GAYLORD SWING 
commented that EARL BROWDER became quite angry and told SARA SWING he had 
been head of the International Committees on Propaganda and he knew what 
it was when he saw it and that the Russian version of the Hungarian situation 
is pure propaganda and nothing else* SARA SIZING said she could see that 
BROWDER was old and confused and both she and her husband GAYLORD were 
unimpressed with his opinions* She said she asked BROWDER what he is 
doing and was told nothing and that he is living on Social Security* 

Upon being asked if BROWDER is still a good Communist as outlined 
by Marx, GAYLORD SWING said BROWDER is still a Socialist but BROWDER had 
mad© the statement that Marx never dreamed that Capitalism would ever 
reach such heights of development or provide so much prosperity for so 
many people* He said BROWDER stated he is writing a book on Marxist theory* 
According to SARA and GAYLORD SWING, BROWDER and NORMAN THOMAS are good 
friends and SARA SWING said, «»What has NORMAN THOMAS ever done?"* 
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DIRECTOR, EBI (40-3798-766) 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 

EARL RUSSELL13R0WDER 

IS-C 

PERJURY 

Remylets 7/3/57 and 8/22/57. 



DATE: 


BRNMENT 

I 

9/16/57 


On 9/12/57> AUSA THOMAS BOLAN, SDNY, advised SA WILLIAM 
L. MC MURRAY, JR., that, since he had received no written 
confirmation from the Department of Justice concerning the 
Departments decision to drop prosecution of BROWDER, he called 
the Department and was informed that the BROWDER case was still 
under consideration. Mr. BOLAN stated he would see to it that 
the NYO was advised as soon as the Department gave written 
notice of its decision to proceed with or drop prosecution of 
-BROWDER. 

Pm ; on 9/13/57, Mr. BOLAN advised SA BERNARD T. MC CABE 
i^Hnat, on that date, BROWDER, through 0. JOHN ROGGE, his attorney, had 
® ®ppli<$d for permission to make six trips to Rutgers University, New 
' ‘Brunswick, NJ, during November, 1957. Mr. BOLAN stated it was 
his opinion that permission would be granted BROWDER to make these 
trips. 


The NYO will maintain contact with the Office of the USA, 
SDNY, to insure that the Bureau is promptly advised of the 
Department*s decision in the BROWDER case. 
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Remylet, 9/16/57. 


On 10/29/57, AUSA JEROME LONDIN, SDEY, who presently has 
captioned case assigned to him, advised SA THOMAS J. CROKE, JR., 
that the Department is presently considering dropping the case against 
the subject. He stated he knows nothing further about the 
matter as it is up to the Department concerning what action 
will be taken and to date he has not heard from the Department. 


The HYO will maintain contact with the Office 
of the USA, SDNY, to insure that the Bureau is promptly advised 
of the Department»s decision in the BROWDER case. 
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Earl Browder , former leader of -the Communist 
Party, ttSaJ" is reportedly employed as a 
lecturer at Rutgers University on VComparative 
economics." This would seem to add-. emphasis 
to recent widespread criticism that something 
is drastically wrong with our educational 
system and the thinking of our educators. 
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According to the November 30, 1957, 
a wee-Rly magazine, Marl Browder, former leader of the Communist Party, 
USA, is now employed as a lecturer on "comparative economics" at 
Rutgers\ m University in Mew Brunswick, Mew Jersey. 
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Bemorandum to Hr. L. F. Boardman 

Be : HA™Is BUS BULL RVOVDER ( 40-3798 ) 
Information Concerning 
Central Be search Hatter 


O' the warninns issuer * by those who questioned the system: 

M ..•if we continue to let Russia outstrip 
us educationally 3 we certainly will imperil our 
national security 3 our prestiae before the world 
and our own welfare.** 

(The Evening Star . 11/12/57 3 p. A M) 


The System Defended 


our "choci r Ui+VB P i 0ple in the - field of education rushed to defend 
our vohool o7 intern. essence , their defense was summed vn i-n n 

OfnlTTe 0ommissi ° n er of *hi rnitei Kates 

unsurpassed" ’ ° declareS **<* "our best schools are still 

(The few York rimes , 11/17/5? 3 p . 48) 
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hall 1 ■,V> IV* and activities; and (S) he has never repudiated hi - 
basic belief m Uarxim. The willinaness of Putaers Fniverlitvto 
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BUREAU OF IN Via ■ iwATION 


Reporting Office 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 



JEfiRL RUSSELL BROWDER, was 


Date- - Investigative period 

12/20/57 

/ / * OO 0*7 OQ * 10 /ii 


Report *ade by | Typed By; 

_ THOMS J. OROKE, JR. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER - C; 
PERJURY 



EARL BROWDER as of 12/3/5 14 re¬ 
sided at TltLghland Place, Yonkers, 

NY, and was unemployed/ EARL 
BROWDER was interviewed by MIKE 
WALLACE on television on 2/26/57, 
and 6/2/57x During interview of 
2 / 26 / 57 , Browder denied having-/ 
any knowledge of Soviet espionage 
activities while he was head of 
the CP}/ Source advised on 4/2/57, 
that £5AX SHACHTMAN stated that in a - 
conversation he had with EARL 
BROWDER, BROWDER agreed that the 
Socialist Party should be the basis 
for unifying/the American Socialist 
Movement. /On 10/29/57, AUSA 
JEROME LQ1TOIN, SDNY, advised that ^ 
‘the US Department of Justice is 
presently considering dropping 
the perjury case against EARL date mu. 
BROWDER. how forw. 
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NY 100-25693 
DETAILS: 


I, BACKGROUND 


A. Identification Record 


The following appears in the re¬ 
cords of the Identification Division, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), under FBI number 286042: 


Contributor of 
Fingerprints 

Name and Number 

Arrested or 
Received 

Charge Disposition 

United States 
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth,Kansas 

Earl ^KBrowder 
#14314 " 

July 14 

1919 

conspira- two years 
cy Paroled 

November 5, 

1920 

Police Department 
Detroit, Michigan 

Earl Browder 
#38680 

May 26 

1930 

Fugitive discharged on 
from writ 

justice 

Police Department 
Terre Haute, Indiana 

Earl Browder 
#8768 

September 

30, 1936 

vagrancy released 
Investlga- October 1, 
tion 1936 

Federal Detention 
Headquarters 

New York, New York 

Earl Russell 
Browder,#28433 

October 

23, 1939 

use of October 24, 

passport 1939 dis- 
obtained by charged on 
false state- ball 
ment 

United States Marshal Earl R. Browder 
New York, New York #025-24 

October 

23, 1939 

charge not 
given 

Federal Detention 
Headquarters 

New York, New York 

r 

Earl Russell 
Browder 
#32002 

March 25 
l?4l 

Use of pass- 4 years - 
port obtained 3-26-41 
under false tr to USP 
statement Atlanta 

United States 
Penitentiary 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Earl Russell 
Browder, 

#60140 

Mareh 27 

1941 

unlawful use 4 years 
of passport commutation 
obtained by of sentence 
false state- May 16, 
ment 1942 
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Contributor of 
Fingerprints 

Name & Number 

Arrested or 
Received 

Charge 

Disposition 

DC Jail 

Washington DC 

Earl Russell 

Browder 

#8P66 

December 1, 
1950 

T2 Sec. 

192 U.S. 

Code (US) 

no bond Issued 
Criminal Court 
12-7-50 rel on 
bond 

United States 
Marshal 

Washington, DC 

Earl Russell 

Browder 

#1784-50 

November 

29,1950 

Section March 14,1951, 

192 22 acquitted 

united 

States Code 

united States 
Marshal, New 
York,New York 

Earl Browder 
#0-1471-52 

September 

30, 1952 

perjury 

pending 

Federal Deten¬ 
tion Headquarters, 
New York, New York 

Earl Browder 
#64333 

September 

30, 1952 

False state¬ 
ment Immigra¬ 
tion Natural- 
izatbn 


As Earl Browder sentenced by Federal Judge upon return 
of verdict of guilty to 2 years and JlOOO fine on one 
count of indictment and 2 years and $1000 fine on 
other count - sentence to run consecutively; bail 
of $7500 continued until January 25, 1940. 

BFD NY NY Earl Russell 9-30-52 perjury Title Turned over 

Browder 18 Sec 1015(a) to USM 

NY File #100- 

25693 

B. Residence 


On March 26, 1957, T-l advised that 
EARL BROWDER, as of that date, resided at 7 Highland 
Place, Yonkers, New York* 

On December 3, 1957, T-l advised 
that EARL BROWDER resided, as of that date, at 7 
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Highland Place, Yonkers, New York, 
C. Employment 


On January 4, 1957# T-l advised that 
the subject had converted a room in his apartment 
into a regular office and that he appeared to be en¬ 
gaged full-time in writing, 

EARL BROWDER was interviewed on 
television on June 2, 1957# by MIKE WALLACE on the 
program "Mike Wallace Interview", 

During this interview BROWDER stated 
that he was retired and received Social Security 
benefits as well as financial aid from his sons. 

"The New York Times" issue of 
November 12, 1957# under the heading "Doom of 
Tyranny Seen by Browder" reflected that EARL 
BROWDER had been giving a course of lectures since 
November 4, 1957# "in three courses in comparative 
economic systems at Rutgers University", According 
to the article, the lectures ended November 11, 

1957. 


On December 3# 1957# T-l advised 
that the subject does not appear to be gainfully 
employed, as he is continually around his resi¬ 
dence during the day. T-l stated that he was sure 
that the subject is unemployed. 

II. INTERVIEWS OP SUBJECT CONDUCTED BY MIKE 
WALLACE ON TELEVISION__ 


A. Interview of EARL BROWDER by MIKE WALLACE on 
_ February 26, 1957 _ 

The subject was interviewed by 
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MIKE WALLACE on the program "Nightbeat” on February 
26, 1957, on station WABD - TV, New York City. 

During the interview BROWDER 
denied the conspiratorial nature of the Communist 
Party (CP) while he was its head. He said that 
while he was head of the CP it was an- independent 
political party in America, which consulted with 
Other CPs in Russia and elsewhere in the world. 

When he was asked why he broke with the party, he 
stated he was too independent and inferred he would 
not follow Soviet dictates to the CP, USA. He 
mentioned that prior to being relieved of leader¬ 
ship of the CP, a letter was received from the CP 
of France, which set the CP line which he understood 
was dictated by the Soviets. He said the CP of 
France served as the official source to CPs through¬ 
out the world from the CP Soviet Union. 

BROWDER said he felt the CP,USA 
is not a menace today and is a helpless,pathetic 
group. BROWDER denied ever meeting or correspond¬ 
ing with STALIN, but admitted that while he was 
head of the CP, USA he attended high-level confer¬ 
ences in Russia where he Sat next to STALIN. BROWDER 
denied having any knowledge of Soviet espionage 
activities while he was head of the CP. 

BROWDER said he is no longer a 
Communist and considers himself a Socialist and 
a good American. BROWDER also stated that in 
all past interviews he has had, the interviewers 
were opinionated. They approached him with the 
idea of getting from him what they thought he should 
say and not with the idea of getting his story. 

He said he had a lot to tell if he could tell his 
story. 

B. Reaction to the Interview of BROWDER Conducted 
By MIKE WALLACE on February 26 , 1957 
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On February 27, 1957, T-2 advised 
that WILLIAM Z. FOSTER stated that EARL BROWDER 
"was a liar" when he made the statement during the 
WALLACE Interview that during BROWDER*S 15 years 
in the Party the Party had never taken orders from 
Moscow, 


Also FOSTER said that when BROWDER 
stated he never received orders from STALIN he 
"was a liar" and that "the Comintern issued 
directives and dk3n*t make any bones about it," 

The "Dally Worker" issue of May 6 , 
1957, page 3, column 1-5, reflected that at a 
meeting of the National Committee of the CP in 
New York City held on April 27, 28, 1957, WILLIAM 
Z, FOSTER was elected Chairman Emeritus, further 
that FOSTER was one of 20 elected to the Executive 
Committee described as the main policy body 
acting between meetings of the National Committee. 

The "Daily Worker" is an East 
Coast Communist daily newspaper.and "The Worker" 
is the Sunday edition. 

On February 28 , 1957, T-3 advised 
thatab the New York State CP Headquarters on 
February 27, 1957, "CHICK" MASON mentioned watch¬ 
ing the MIKE WALLACE show , and of seeing MIKE 
WALLACE interviewing EARL BROWDER. "CHICK" 
said he had to say that he had never.in any way 
heard of BROWDER* S doing anything that was detri¬ 
mental to the welfare of the CP. He said he 
liked the way BROWDER handled MIKE WALLACE. 

MASON said thathXe was at CP 
Headquarters to discuss the possibility that 
BROWDER might want to come back to the CP. 
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According to T-3, when JOHN GATES 
entered the office and shook hands with MASON, 
MASON stated he thought GATES was just+he one 
with whom he wanted to talk. 

The September, 1956 issue of 
"Party Voice" on page 2, described "CHICK" MASON 
as an "old timer with a long history of activity 
in the Party as a ’Fraction Secretary, Branch 
Organizer, Section Organizer, active in peoples 
organizations and lately as a Section Committee 
member*". 


The January, 1957^ issue of "Party 
Voice" on the cover page describes itself as a 
bulletin issued by the New York State CP. 

The "Daily Worker" dated February 
13, 1957> page 1 and 2, carried an article reflect¬ 
ing that JOHN GATES had been elected as a member 
of the National Committee of the CP at the 16th 
National CP Convention held February 9 to 12, 1957. 

The "Daily Worker" issue of 
February 28, 1957* page 4, column 1, under the 
heading "Earl Browder on Nightbeat" contains a 
letter to the editor in which the writer praised 
BROWDER for some of his comments, such as recalling 
"the contributions that Communists made -sometimes 
the major contribution in particular phases of 
American life, like the winning of Social Security 
and the passage of the Wagner Labor Relations Act." 

The writer of this article also 
stated that he felt that it was "terribly wrong 
to have expelled EARL BROWDER" from the CP. 

The writer also stated th* he 
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could not “conceive of a united movement for 
Socialism in this country, • . which would not 
include Earl Browder, . ." 

The"Daily Worker" issue of February 
28^ 1957# page 2, column 1 and 2, under the heading 
"Browder on TV Cites CP Contributions of His Day", 
contains an article that reported on EARL BROWDER'S 
appearance on the MIKE WALLACE show "Nightbeat" 
on February 26, 1957* This article summarized 
what transpired on the program and offered no 
editorial comment. 

The "Daily Worker" of March 1, 1957, 
page 4, column 1, contains a letter to the editor 
entitled "Browder's Ideology". 

This article is a comment on 
BROWDER'S appearance on "Nightbeat". 

The writer of this article stated 
that "on balance his total performance was positive". 
The writer stated further that "Browder also proved 
that the core of the criticism the Party made when 
it broke with his ideas in 1945 was correct. He 
proved his abandonment of Marxism is a fixed feature 
of his thinking. Browder remains faithful to 
Browderism." The writer of this article als o 
stated that "regardless of whether Browder's 
expulsion was justified he made it clear the 
other night that he no longer considers himself 
a Communist." 

C. Browder's Appearance on the Television Show 
"Mike Wallace Interviews" on June 2, 1957, 
_Channel 7_ 


EARL BROWDER was interviewed by 
MIKE WALLACE on June 2, 1957. 
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During this interview BROWDER 
made general comments on the possibility of 
America’s turning to Socialism, the advantages 
in relaxation of world tensions and the possible 
reactions in the United States Congress to the 
remarks of NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV on television broad¬ 
casts earlier on June 2, 1957. 

He stated that if the United States 
did become a Socialist country it wou ld b e differ-* 
ent from the type of Socialism KHRUSHCHEV knows. 

He stated that It would be a democratic Socialism 
which would be essentially Jeffersonian. 

BROWDER stated he had not the 
slightest desire to re-enter the C?. He said 
the CP under his leadership was held in much 
higher public esteem than the present CP. He 
stated many present day Communists remained in 
the CP only because they sympathized with an 
organization which was under great pressure from 
the United States Government* He stated this 
pressure caused others to support and help the CP 
and present day Communist% out of sympathy for 
the under-dog. 


When questioned by WALLACE con¬ 
cerning his convictions, in 1917 for a Selective 
Service violation and in 1940 for passport fraud, 
BROWDER stated in regard to the 1917 matter, he 
had no contempt for American Laws or society but 
only wished to defend the Constitution against 
those who would change its spirit and purpose. 

He said the vast majority of Americans did not wish 
to enter World War I. He said the government’s 
brief in the passport fraud case stated the case 
was purely technical and did not involve moral 
turpitude on his part* He stated no one had ever 
made any official charges that he had ever tried 
to injure the American people or government and 
that such charges, if made,could not be sustained. 
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When WALLACE asked BROWDER why 
he had shielded his three sons from being ex¬ 
posed to Communism, BROWDER replied that he had 
followed the advice of his wife who had pro¬ 
nounced views against political indoctrination 
of children. WALLACE then asked if Mrs. BROWDER 
had been a Communist, to which BROWDER replied M she 
was non-political”. WALLACE then stated he had 
"documentary evidence" to show that Mrs, BROWDER 
had attended CP affairs and had been photographed 
giving the Communist salute at these affairs. 

He said he was writing a "re-examination 
of Marxism" which would be disagreeable to present 
day Marxists but of value to the rest of the world. 

He stated he had been trying 
to tell what he knew for the past ten years 
but had received little encouragement. Heex¬ 
plained that people did not want to hear what 
hehad to say but wanted him to say what they 
thought he should say, and he refused to do this. 

He said he was never a party to any conspiracy 
or espionage and knew nothing of such activity. 

The program closed with WALLACE 
asking where BROWDER*S sympathies lie in event 
of a war between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. BROWDER stated .his sympathies would be 
"here". 

III. CURRENT OPINIONS EXPRESSED BY 
__EARL BROWDER 


On April 2, 1957, T-4 advised 
that MAX SHACHTMAN stated that in a conversation, date 
unstated, he had with EARL BROWDER, BROWDER agreed that 
the Socialist Party should be the basis for unifying 
the American Socialist Movement and that a unified 
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Socialist Party would be a broad, loosely disciplined 
party in which many tendencies would exist* BROWDER 
agreed that there must be some means of keeping 
Stalinists out of the Socialist Party, 

On November 26, 1957a T-5 advised 
that MAX SHACHTMAN is National Chairman of the 
Independent Socialist League (ISL)* 

She ISL has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

“The New York Times” issue of 
May 20, 1957a page 6, contains an.article en¬ 
titled “Browder 06 Hopes to Write A Book". 

This article stated that EARL 
BROWDER “wants to write a book saying how Karl 
Marx, the Apostle of Socialism and Marxism, was 
‘wrong in his handling of America* 

According to the article, BROWDER 
said "the united States had ‘a century of develop¬ 
ment on the basis of free land which changed the 
structure of capitalist society and was the secret 
of most contradictions in Marxism as they arose 
here*". 

On August 7, 1957, T-6 and T-7 
advised that on July 19, 1957, SARA and GAYLORD 
SWING discussed what! EARL BROWDER had to say 
when they visited him at his sister*s home in 
Phoenix, Arizona. / 

SARA SWING said she asked BROWDER 
about the Hungarian uprising and BROWDER replied 
that he did not like the manner in which the 
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Russians moved in with the military to crush the 
revolt. SARA SWING told him it was all propaganda 
and differed with him about the whole situation. 
GAYLORD SWING commented that EARL BROWDER became 
quite angry and told SARA SWING he had . been head 
of the International Committee on Propaganda and 
he knew what it was when he saw it, and that the' 
Russian version of the Hungarian situation is pure 
propaganda and nothing else. SARA SWING said she 
could see that BROWDER was old and confused and 
both she and her husband, GAYLORD, were unimpressed 
with his opinions. 

GAYLORD SWING also remarked that 
BROWDER is still a Socialist, but BROWDER had 
made .the statement that MARX never dreamed that 
capitalism would ever reach such heights of 
development or provide so much lo&iijwiifcy 
for so many people. 

On May 24, 1955, T-8 advised that 
SARA and GAYLORD SWING participated in a CP 
meeting held at.their residence In Phoenix, 

Arizona, on May 15, 1955, and the SWINGS are 
considered the local OP leaders in Phoenix, 

Arizona. 


n The New York Times” issue of 
November 12, 1957, under a heading entitled 
”Doom of Tyranny Seen by Browder” stated that 
”Earl Browder, Head of the American CP from 
1930 - 1945 now forecasts that ‘man will indeed 
triumph over the police state*” which will be 
due ”*in part because of the training and 
analytical thought‘'’absorbed fromKarl Marx. 

This article further stated 
that BROWDER had been giving a series of 
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lectures at Rutgers university which "discussed 
mistakes in Marxism as Mr. Browder sees them". 

According to the article, BROWDER 
stated that the oecurance of the 1917 Revolution 
in "backward Russia" refuted "*Marx*s central 
thought 11 that Socialism must .be the product 
of modem industrial civilization and cause its 
♦greatest theoretical crisis*”. 

The article then stated that 
BROWDER said that this crisis can be seen in 
the " ‘upheavals in Hungary and Poland, in the 
exposures of Stalin*a crimes and in the fever 
chart of the Russian - Yugoslavian split*". 

The article further reflected that 
"Mr. Browder considers Marx wrong in his dogmas 
about the impoverishment of the people under 
Capitalism and about wages being pulled down to 
subsistence levels. The United States, he says, 
became the World*s richest nation while eliminating 
poverty*to a degree unknown elsewhere*". 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

The "Daily Worker" issue Of 
September 12, 1936, page 4, column 3, contains 
a letter to the editor entitled "Re-Reads Browder", 
signed S.C. 


In this letter the writer stated 
he had recently read 2 books by BROWDER, one 
written in 1947 and one written in 1942, and he 
extolled BROWDER*S analysis of the conditions 
that would exist after World War II. He also 
refers to BROWDER as "one of the very few creative 
Marxists authors of our time". The writer also 
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attacked the present leadership In the CP for 
not having the “capacity for profound original 
thinking” as BROWDER did. 

On December 3 , 1956, T-9 furnished 
information that reflected that on September 13, 
1956, the New York State CP paid EARL BROWDER 
approximately $77*00 for literature. 

The "Daily Worker" issue of March 
4, 1957/ page 4, column 2, contained a letter 
to the editor entitled "On Browder*s Expulsion". 
This article defended the CP for having expelled 
BROWDER in 1946. 

On March 20, 1957/ T-10 advised 
that JOE STARQBIN stated on that date he and 
another individual had recently had a meeting 
with EARL BROWDER. 

The Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
report entitled "Investigation of Communist 
Propaganda in the.United States - part 5 (New 
York City area)", pages 305-319/ contains the 
testimony of JOSEPH STAROBIN before the Sub-Com¬ 
mittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
on March 13/ 1957/ in New York City. 

STAROBIN testified he was a 
reporter for the "Daily Worker" from 1942 onward; 
became one of the.editors of the "Daily Worker" 
and was a foreign editor until the beginning of 
1954, and that he was a member of the CP from 
1934 until late in 1953. 

On June 21, 1957/ T-ll advised 
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that BILL REUBEN stated that he is in the process 
of working on a new hook to discredit WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS. 


According to the informant, REUBEN 
stated that he had had a 2 hour interview with 
EARL BROWDER the week previous and he stated 
BROWDER said that there was no such thing as an 
underground or an espionage network in the United 
States CP that he knew of. 

On March 20a 1956* T-ll advised 
that on that date WILLIAM REUBEN stated that 
he was in the Writers Section, of the CP until the 
spring of 1951. 

•i On September 9# 1957# T-12 advised 
that JEAtf "SMITH, whom he described as Secretary 
at the CP National Office, stated that there 
was talk; at the CP National Office that JOE 
CLARK, MOE MILLER, and JOE STAR0BIN possibly 
may organize "a separate group" with EARL 
BROWDER as leader of the group. 

The "Daily Worker” issue of 
February 23, 1955#-page 1# column 4, announced 
that JOSEPH CLARK, who was that publication*s 
correspondent in the Soviet Union, would move 
to the post of the "Daily Worker" Foreign 
Editor. 


The "Daily Worker" page 4, column 
1-5, issue of September 9# 1957# sets out a 
letter from JOSEPH CLARK to the editor of the 
"Daily Worker" In which CLARK noted that, after 
28 years of association, he was resigning as an 
editor of the "Daily Worker" and member of the 
CP because he no longer found it possible to 
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serve the cause of American Socialism through them. 

The '‘Morning Frelheit** dated 
April 9, 19^8, page 1, columns 4 to 7# carried 
an article identifying MOSES MILLER as a member 
of the editorial staff of that paper and also 
being a member of the National Committee of the 
CP. 


On September 30, 1953, T-13 advised 
that MOSES MILLER during 1948 and 1949 was groomed 
for a leading position in the CP underground. The 
source was unable to elaborate further upon this 
information. 

A Sub-Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311, on the CIO 
Political Action Committee, March 29, 1944, 
page 75* stated “The Freiheit has been one of 
phe rankest organs of Communist propaganda in 
this country for almost a quarter of a century”. 

On September 12, 1957, Assistant 
United States Attorney THOMAS BOLAN, Southern 
District of New York, advised SA WILLIAM L. 
McMDRRAY that the perjury case against BROWDER 
was still under consideration. 

On October 29, 1957, Assistant 
United States Attorney JEROME LONDIN, Southern 
District of New York, advised SA THOMAS J. 

CROKE, Jr., that the United States Department 
of Justice Is presently considering dropping 
the perjury case against EARL BROWDER. 

Some informants who are ac¬ 
quainted with certain aspects of CP activity 
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in the New York City area, and who have knowledge 
of the past activities of EARL BROWDER, advised 
in October and November, 1957* that they had 
no current information concerning the subject. 
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Informant 


Date Contacted 



Contacting SA 

JAMES P, HALLERON 
CHARLES D. SHORES 
JOHN A. HAAG 


In addition 

were contacted by SAS ALEXANDER C. BURLINSON and 
JOHN A. HAAG, respectively on 11/5 and 11/4/57, and 
they furnished no information in addition to that 
reported in instant report. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


±XX VlArma 


In 1956, IZZ 

Austria-. ha MaJ 


was interviewed 


1 this iaragnation was furnished bv i n 
in strictest confidence with the specific request 
that the comments not be disseminated outside the 
Bureau, 


m this interview,stated 
that he had arriv ed in the US as a aundent under 
the name I I He was a dvised by EARL BROWDER 

to claim birth in the US, | | further stated 

that in 1935, Inspector JOHN BRODERICK of the NY 
Police Force made a raid on the Transport Workers 
Union, He claimed that 1 1 was an alien bom 

in Mexico, 


advice what 
lay low and 
This advice 
he believed 
present. 


to uo. 


then went to BROWDER for 
First I I was told to 


then he was told to claim US birth, 
was given him at a meeting, at which 
both BROWDER and (J.) PETERS were 
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This information is not being * 
reported in the details of referenced report, 
since the infor mation was received in strictest 
confidence from I l and is not to be disseminated 
out3ide the Bureau. 

This report has been classified 
^ Confid ential because it contains information 
the unauthorized disclosure of which could be 
prejudicial to the National security. 

A photograph of the subject is 

available. 


The subject is on the SI and his 
SI card is current and correct. 

No recommendation is being made 
to interview the subject at this time since 
over the years he has consistently refused to 
cooperate with the FBI during previous inter¬ 
views. 


This case has been re-evaluated 
in the light of the existing criteria for re¬ 
tention of the subject on the SI and although 
the subjects current activities as such do not 
warrant his retention on the SI, due to the fact 
that the subject has had knowledge of and as¬ 
sisted in espionage activities of the CP in the 
past, and his long history of association with 
the CP in a leadership capacity, it is recom¬ 
mended that he be retained on the SI. 

REFERENCE 


Report of SA JANES E. HANLON, 
dated 12/31/56, at NY. 
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Res Earl Russell Browder, 
with aliases*. 
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of Special Agent Thomas J. Groke, Jr., dated 
and captioned as above at New York. 

T~1 is in a position to furnish 
reliaEe information. 

T-2 through T-13 have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 

This is loaned to you by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and neither 
it nor its contents are to be distributed outside 
the agency to which loaned. 
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On December 27- 1957 JEROME LOKDIN, AUSA, SDNY. 
advised SA THOMAS J. CROKE, JR., that the Dept, of Justice 
is considering filing a nolle prosequi in the BROWDER case. 

LONDIN advised that this has been under consideration 
since approximately September, 1957. 


LONDIN further advised that he would immediately 
inform the NYO when a decision is reached. 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
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Rosen . 
Tamm. 
Trotter . 
Nease — 


On February 12 } 1958 s Mr. Robert Johnson 3 Passport 
Officej State 3 advised Mr. Bartlett of the Liaison Section 
that Earl Bussell Browder, former head of the United States 
Communist Party (CP) applied for a passport at the New York 
Passport Agency on February 11 3 1958. In his application 3 
Mr. Browder stated that he desired to go to Europe and to 
leave New York on April 1 3 1958 3 and to travel both directions 
\by ship. He indicated a desire to visit France 3 England 3 
\ltaly 3 Switzerland and Yugoslavia. He gave his occupation 
as writer and his home address as 7 Highland Place 3 Yonkers 3 
New , Vnr ' lr Browder indicated that he desired to visit his 


Tele. Room_ 

Holloman ____ 
Gandy 



sonJ who is now studying in Europe.under a National 

SciernjB Tinmdation Grant. Mr. Johnson indicated that 
Browder answered the question as to present membership in 
the Communist Party n No ,r . Concerning former membership in 
the Communist Party 3 Browder indicated he was a member from 
January, 1921 until February 3 1946. Mr. Johnson stated that he 
will advise as soon as a decision is made concerning the 


b6 

b7C 


Browder passport 


ACTION: 


application 


AS* 


1 *<? 


p G - / 


For information. Liaisonvr^l ^follow thi_s vi atter < 


0HB:bjt • 



• 5 /fM 


ft!#* 


\ 


(e) 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 -Mr. Branigan 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Liaison Section 
1 -Mr. Bartlett 


*d:Q- £5 


V I * 

1© FEB 20 1938 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : 

MR, A, H, BELMONTES 

dates February 17, 

FROM : 

MR, R, R, ROAC^^y 



o 


SUBJECT: 

EARL RUSSELL BROVfDER 



INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Reference is made to my memorandum to you dated 
February 13, 1958, Referenced memorandum reflects that the 
Passport Office is in receipt of an application for a passport 
from. Browder to travel to Europe, leaving on April 1, 1958, 


1958 

Tolson- m 

Nichols —^ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Trotter_ 

Nease_ 

Tele. Room — 

Holloman _ 

Gandy } 


On February 17, 1958, Mr, Robert Johnson, Passport 
Office, State, advised Mr, Bartlett, of the Liaison Section that 
his office had sent a form letter to Browder which indicated 
that his application had been received and that it was under 
consideration, Mr, Johnson stated that his office will make a 
routine file check concerning Browder and following this will 
make a determination concerning the issuance of a passport to 
Browder, Mr, Johnson advised Mr, Bartlett that he would advise 
the Bureau as soon as a determination is made in this matter. 
You will immediately be advised of this determination. 


ACTIONS 


: 4 For information. 


ft 


OHBsjlkf'^ 

I - Mr, Belmont 
1 - ifr. Bran'igan 
1 - Mr, Bland 
1 - Liaison Section 
1 - Mr, Bartlett 


/AW 












STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


t #' 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


p 

9 FT? ( 



OM 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 

SAC, HEW YORK (100-25693) 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. 
SM - Cj PERJURY 


DATE: 2/26/58 


Re NYlet to Bureau dated 12/31/57 and Bulet to 
NY dated 1/13/58. 


Efforts were made to contact JEROME LOUD I IT, AUSA, 
SDNY on 2/19-21, 25/58 without success. 


On 2/25/58, HP. LEO COHEJ, Clerk, U. S. Attorney's 
Office, SDNY, advised SA THOMAS J. CROKE, Jr. that the 
Perjury case against the subject is still pending and as 
of 2/25/58 no nolle prosequi had been filed. 


This case will continue to be followed with the 
USA, SDNY and the Bureau will be advised of all pertinent 
developments. 


This case is being maintained in a pending inactive 
status in the NYO. 


2 - Bureau (40-3798) (RM) 

1 - New York (100-25693) (7-4) 
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4-312 (1-23-56) 




DATE OF MAIL 



HAS BEEN REMOVED AND PLACED 
m THE SPECIAL FILE ROOM OF. 

RECORDS BRANCH 

MO -B EBH - flgWWF) F O B THE CONFIDENTIAL FIBE - RBCM OF T HE IO P 1ES11L 



SUBJECT 


JUKE MAIL 



REMOVED BY 


55 FEB 101958 


FILE NUMBER 
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PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 







CONFIDENTIAL j 

Best Copy Available 


WAILED | 

FEB 2.5-1958 

NAME CHECK? 


: 




February 2? # • lm$ 


■ ■ fy 

EARL RBSSEU/aRG 
Bern: May 20* 1 
Wichita* Kansas 


Reference is made to your, 
relating to th e above cautioned ind 
was advised by tha 
results of investigation eoacerhtng 

In response* there are on 
of two reports and a memorandum cap| 
Browder * Security Matter * 0$ PorJ 

The foregoing information 
a result of your request for an FBI 
to be construed as « clearance or a 
individual involved* This Informat: 
use and is net to be disseminated oi 


name check request 
.vidual* this Bureau < 
i only' reports reflect! 
Browder were desired* I 


slowed one copy each 
rioned* **Barl Russell 


is furnished to you ait 
file ebook and is not!: 
nonclearanoe of the • 
.on is loaned for yourf 
itside of your agency* 


Orig* and one to State (Passport) j 

Req. rec*d 2-l$-£8 . I 

W. H. BRITT: ck 

Wwf L 1 

Note: Memo classified confidential inasmuch as the enclose 
reports are classified confidential* ,| 


J. Becht,I_ 

reports only re Browder. 


reque 


? '/ V V 


Tolson 

- ^ .. T - 


Nirholft 


\Y l 

Boardman-. 



Rftlmnnt 

: 


M«hr 

*<•. 'X . ••• 

v / f 

Parsons 

_./i- ' 


Rosen 

-l 

V 

Tflintn 

J 

Trntter 

4 ", ■' 


Nftnsfl 

■ y 


Tele. Room __ 
Holloman _ 

— 
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Gandy 
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REC- 35. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


f 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


) 


MR, B, B, ROAPH j , 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: February 28, 1958 


MR, 




BARTLETT 


■-v-n. 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



Tolson_ 

Nichols_ 

Boardman . 
Belmont _ 

Mohr- 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 


Trotter . 
Nease — 


Tele. Room . 

Your memorandum to Mr, Belmont dated February 13, 1958 £ ° a 1!° ™" ~ 
reported that Browder had applied for a passport and that he 
desired to travel to Europe, 


On February 28, 1958, I checked this matter with Mr, Robert 
Johnson at the Passport office and I was advised that no decision 
has been reached concerning the issuance of a passport to Browder, 


ACTION: 


For information. 


/ / 

^OHBsjlkW 

( 5 ) / 

1 - Mr, Branigan 
1 - Mr, Bland 
I - Liaison Sectio n 
1 - Mr, Bartlett 


Liaison will follow this matter 






STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


• % 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


Mr. R. R. Roach 



date: March 37j 1958 


-JS 

(S 


Mr. O.im. 23 artletfr 




subject: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Browder has applied for a passport to travel to 
Europe. This was reported in your memorandum, to Mr. Belmont 
dated February 1$, 1958. I have been following this matter 
with Mr. Robert Johnson at the Passport Office. 

On March 26 } 1958 3 Mr. Johnson advised me that jf 
no decision has been reached concerning the issuance of afcff6 
passport to Browder. u/ps 

ACTION: f~~~' 

For information. Liaison will follow this matter. 


OSBlbjtjf 
(4) 1 

1 - Mr. Bland ^ 

1 - Liaison Section _^JT 

1 - Mr. Bartlett 

.3 


Tolson_ 

Nichols_ 

Boardman_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr- 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm- 

Trotter __ 

Nease_ 

Tele. Room . 
Holloman — 
Gandy - 


. M) 
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fQ 

4 k ic 


Browder’s Bgti 
Id $1*000 i 


III 1952 Case 


. jl ar T ^ rowder , former-national! 


Secretary .of. the Communist; 
Party in the United^States,, ob- 
tainedvin. United Stkfe&Mstim 
Court, yesterday a reduction ih 
his bail from .,$2,500 td -ll^OO^ 
Judge John M. Cashin granted: 
the request; * ' ’ 

/ Bjrowder," sixty-seven* of 7 
Higliland Place, honkers, arid 
his. wife, Kaissa, were .indicted 
in September, 1952, on : charges 
of testifying falsely im,a;i9!4’9 
immigration- bearing thatVMrs. 
Btowder was* never a';fiiembfer* 
of the Communist pai^y.^rsi- 
Broader- died in January, 1955; 
of cancer. ' '. *. ^ 

Browders trial has Been-det 
layed by the,illnessidf a;witness; 
Lfuis. Budenz, former .editbY of 1 
“T he Daily Workei*”' who fias! 


5a 


j >?# flilhient according] to 
Wtoffie, J t Londiri,. assistant 
lUnited' States Attorney. / . • 






Clayton - 

Tele. Room 

Holloman _ 

Gandy - 
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Wash, Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash, News - 

Wash. Star- 

N. Y. Herald _ 
Tribune 

N. Y. Journal-- 
American 
N. Y. Mirror ’— 


z 


N. Y. Daily News _— 

N. Y. Times - 

Daily Worker- 

The Worker-— 

New Leader- 


Date J ElB. _8- 


*?S58 







FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 
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F B I 


n Mr. Tolson. 


7 ?i 


Transmit the following in 
Via_ 


Date: 4/8/53 

PLATN TEXT 


If I Mr. Mi 


> Mr. Nei 




(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRTEL 


i/J 


Mr. ParsYm 


Mr. Ro zcn- 
Mr. Tu-ru 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Mr. Trot? r - 

Mr. Clayton-- 

Tele. Ro .wi 


Mr. Hoik man—- 
Miss Gandy- 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 


SUBJECT: EARL RUSSELL^BROWDER, was 

SM-C } PERJURY 

On 4/8/58 AUSA, SDNY JEROME J. LONDIN was 
telephonecally contacted by SA THOMAS J. CROKE, JR. 

He advised that the perjury case against 
EARL BROWDER is presently off the court calendar. He 
stated that due to the unavailability of the Government's 
main witnesses, LOUIS BUDENZ, PAUL CROUCH and HOWARD 
RUSHMORE, there is 1)0 evidence on .which/to proceed. 

. J - t ,* ot 

LONDIN also stated that 'the Department of Justice 
is still considering filing a nolle prosequi in this matter 
but has yet to make a decision. 

He further advised that on 4/7/58 a motion was 
filed in Federal Court by BROWDER * s attorney to reduce 
bond from $2,500.00 to $500.00. He stated the Government 
objected to this but agreed to have the bond reduced to 
$1,000.00, which was done. 

This case will continue to be followed with the 
USA, SDNY and the Bureau will be advised of all pertinent 
developments. 

This case is being maintained in a pending 
inactive status in the NYO. 



(§?- Bureau (40-3798) (RM 
w - New York (IOO -25693 

TJC:esc (7-4) 

(5) j 


cC POWERS 

'j is Apn 9 1053 



*\ 






5 8 APR 18110 

Approved: * 



Special Agent in Charge 

(5 Z A/'* A 4 - .O 


A'J* «!* O^J/ATICM 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


Office Memo 


• UNITED o 


RNMENT 


Mr. R. R. Roach L 


Mr. 0. 


•il 30, 1958 


artlett 


SUBJECT: 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


/ 


By memorandum dated February 13, 1958, I 
reported that Mr. Robert Johnson of the Passport Office 
had advised that Browder applied for a passport to travel 
to Europe. This matter has been followed with Mr. Johnson 
to determine the outcome. 

On April 29, 1958, I again contacted Mr. Johnson 
regarding the status of the Browder application and 
Mr. Johnson advised that this application n was on ice 
that no action has been taken arid he is not sure just 
what action will be taken either to grant or deny a . 

passport to Browder. \' 


Tolson^C^ 
NichJpi 
Boaraman 

Belmont_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Trotter- 

Nease- 

Tele. Room . 

Holloman_ 

Gandy,_ 


ACTION: 



For information , 


Liaison will follow this matter 

f¥ 

/ / .df (1 


Ors'V ' 

,jU, v 
yfh 

u ^ 


OHBlbjtkp 

(4) i 

1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Liaison Section 
1 - Mr. Bartlett 














5 3 MAY § 1gg 


\ * i / 

?-J / 


, ‘"g Y 2 ,9 ? 8 .,, 
wm > tip 1 ' 

Si ^\kW> kZfi' \XS 


V V 



1 A,M* Butler 
1 Section tickler 
1 J,S* Johnson 


2, Orig* & copy 
/dpYellcw file copy 

1 - 100 - 35251*6 

* - 


SAC* r.CT7 York 


L-ay 28, 1958 


Director, FBI (1*0-3793) 


urn bt&ecl ee::,d:2 
s* t - cj kpjury 


You should discreetly obtain one copy of the book n Earx and Ancrica ;r 
by Earl Broader, The book should be forwarded to the Bureau by routing slip, 
attention Central Research Section* The price of the book is not known. 
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UNRECORDED COPY ¥UMl M 













dman-k^« 

Mohgjyv^r 
Mr. NeA^-fg—. 

Mr. Parsons_ 

Mr. Rosen——. 

Mr. Tamm_ 

Mr. Ttvtier_ 

Mr. Clayton- 

Tele. Room- 

Mr. Hollorpan- 

Miss Gandy- 






H.y.__POST 


SSl-I0B. 7th * BLIJE FIWAir 
DATED_ 

dag®_ 


1 9 MAY 1955 


-M&- 


F0m?AItDID BY NY DIVISION 


RE: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
SM- C, PERJURY 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memfcmndum • 




Mr. R. 


Mr. 0 


Roach 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: May 26 f 1958 


SUBJECT: 


Bartlett 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


2-1 





/ P e 


reported that Mr. 
had advised that 
to Europe. This 
to determine the 
submitted to you , 


By memorandum dated February 13, 1958, 


Robert Johnson, Passport Office, State, 
Browder applied for a passport to travel 
matter has been followed with Mr. Johnson 
outcome and status reports have been 


Tolson_ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Trotter_ 

Nease—_ 

Tele. Room _ 

Holloman _ 

Gandy _ 


On May 26, 1958, I again contacted Mr. Johnson 
regarding the status of the Browder application and Mr. Johnson 
advised that no decision has been made on this matter and 
Browder has not been pushing the application. Mr. Johnson 
advised that his office will have to make, a decision some 
time within the next month and that he will advise the 


Bureau as to the action taken. 

ACTIONi 

For information. Liaison will follow this 

matter. 




■*r 1 

70 JUNl 01958 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memouindum • united sta^I government 


to s Mr, R , R , Roach 




/ 

'’ROM 



DATE: June 16, 1958 


SUBJECT: 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



^lson_ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman . 
Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 


Trotter . 
Nease — 


* ,t 

i ) 


Reference is made -bo my memorandum dated 
February 13,, 1958, in which it was reported that the Passport 
Office at State was in receipt of an application from Browder 
to travel to Europe, This matter has been followed on several 
occasions with the Passport Office and no passport has been 
issued to date, 


Tele. Room_ 

Holloman _ 

Gandy_■ 




On June 16, Mr, Robert Johnson, Passport Office, advised 
me that Browder has sent a follow-up letter saying that he still 
desired a passport so he could travel to Europe, Mr, Johnson 
said that his office would await the Supreme Court decision that 
is expected in the near future which may be the basis of approving 
or declining this application. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

'.ML 

Office 1 

w 

m • UNL 

TO : 

n 

DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 

If, 

^ROM : 

SAC, NEW YORK (100- 25693 ) 

0 

' SUBJECT: 

i 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was 

SM-Cj PERJURY 

f 

Re NY airtel to Bureau, 4 / 8 / 58 . 

On 6/9/5 8 AUSA, SDNY JEROME J. 


DATE: 


- - r. 

w 

/VERNMENT fa 
6/10/58 


' 


r 


contacted by SA THOMAS J. CROKE, JR. 


He advised that he has been instructed by the 
Department to file a nolle prosequi in this matter subject 
to the approval of the Department in Washington, D.C. 

He stated that he has been extremely busy in court 
and has not yet prepared for filing. 


This case will continue to be followed with the 
USA, SDNY and the Bureau will be advised of all pertinent 
developments. 


This case is being maintained in a pending inactive 
status in the NYO. 


u 

\ 
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I • UNITED S' 


ERNMENT 



Office Mt 



TO 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 



EARLE BROWDER 


DATE: 



T^olson _ _ 

^Bj>ardmaik6 ^ 

^°nt 3 d7C 



Trotter 


Clayton _ 

Tele. Room _ 

Holloman _____ 

Bulky Exhibit File Number: 40-3793-#^ 

We are presently in the process of reviewing all 
exhibits presently on hand, in order that we may weed out those 
which will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inasmuch 
as a great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to inactive 
cases and are occupying badly needed space, it is requested that 
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above- 
listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention 
or 'disposition of the material contained therein. A notation as 
to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum, and 
it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, 

Room 1113, Identification Building. This memorandum will be 
filed in the case file. 



RECOMMENDATION : 

That the above-listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a 
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the 
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DEC LASSIFICRTIQH AUTHORITY DERIVED WB£M: 
FBI AUTOfclATIC DECLA55IFICATI CM OTIDB 
DATE 08-20-2018 BY: 
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Boardtnan . 

Belmont _ 

Mohr - 


Clayton _ 

Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 
Gandy _ 


SAC, Km Tor's (100-7758) 
Mr osier, KSI (100-13304) 


ABMMtf A A HOS miLBR 
SECURITY MATTER « C 


Original and 3 New York 

1 - Mr* Putnam 
1 - Mr* Floyd 

June %?, 1938 

Personal attention • 
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*A 


I i ir>.n' 

, ';-;^eASUii-** 




c 


JDiijorsia /rosi 

J* a moat surnatftSy# end reliable 


'Wlil 

2 ncMc«t£ft 0 that one V* D* Kazakevich; residing in 
Moscow^ Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the 
subject were in contact with each o frier during 
January, February, and April, 1938* Kazakevich may 
be identical with Vladimir D* Kazakevich, subject of 
Closed security matter ~ 8 investigation, New York 
file lOQ~$*88Je ($3 „ ’ 

During these contacts Seller commented that 
there v&qtj be serious changes loithtn the ft CP (t during 
the coming year* Kazakevich mentioned the resignation 
of Joseph'Clark and commented that he had received 
several letters from Clark which "bordered on the insane* n 
Clark is probably identical to Joseph Clark, former 
foreign editor of the "Daily Worker," who resigned frou 
the "Daily Worker” and the Communist Party in 195?* 
Kazqkfvich also remarked that he had lizard that 
K&r Jr Browder* is acting as a consultant ia the Ford 
T 0 uffdaWon • urine? these contacts Kazakevich and the 

subject discussed Mexican history apparently ih 
connection with corns work on world history in which 
Kazakevich is cngagcd e (sj 

The above ia furnished for your information* 

Xf a review of your office files indicates inquiry or 
on is warranted based on this information , 
you should furnish tJte Bureau the basis for the inquiry 
and request Bureau authority to take such aeftoru 


b7D 


b6 

b7C 


Tou grg being caution ad 
obtained fron I 


d£asra£natgd ouvqigs vac aurcau and should not be 


that information 
] is not to be 


aseiE!_ 

rfEE 

Zf "PJ)Ptatm jj'i 

= J$MwPmh- 


1 - 100-239932 (Kazakevich) 

U-,.100/19591 (Clark) ‘ -__ _ 

;(y^^r 3198 Z (Browder) hot KBoonriSn 
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-_ JFQTE ON YELLOW SEE PAGE 2 
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Latter* to New Tort? 

8£t A B HA MM AARON HSttEN 
IQ0~12564 


sot forth $n any investigative reports* Information 
from this informant should be used for lead purposes 
only* You smelt ovoid any statement concerning the 
scope of the coverage in effect in this instance and 
under no circumstances is the subject or any 
ynaui/ioritfsd person to become aware that we have 
knowledge of his contact with a person in Russia* \S) 


NOTE ON YELLOW t 

Subject 9 s name n.ot included in Security Index * 
Heller, with Alexander Trachtenberg, a New York Smith 
Act subject, purchased controlling interest of Internationa 1 
Publishers, Incorporated, in 1934* Heller is 84 years . 
of age, unemployed, and reported to have a heart condition * 
He was a member of the Communist Party (CPJ 

National Committee « He was expelled from the CP with 
Earl Browder and one informant advised that he was taken 
back into the CP; during the past 9 years, however, he 
has engaged in no CP activity other than financial 
contributions to communist fronts,, The 6-16-56 edition 
of the tr D&ily Worker” carries a letter by Heller wherein 
he defends communism and Russia • He refused to talk to 
FBI Agents on 11-22-55 . Kazakevich is former writer for 
u Russky Golos, 99 a New York Russian language daily newspaper 
which closely follows the CP line; instructor at Cornell 
University in Army Training Program during World War II; 
and active lecturer and writer on Soviet Russia*- 
Elizabeth Bentley, self-admitted former espionage agent, 
stated that Kazakevich furnished information concerning 
Trotskites to the Soviet agent, Jacob Golos « Kazakevich 
and wife departed United States for Russia on 9-3-49 
and have* not returned to the United States to date* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Met um 


SUBJECT: 


! UV i 

AHA 

Mr. A. H. BelmontU 


Mr. R. R. Roach 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
INTERNAL S'ECUMTT - R 


T > T 


OVERNMENT* 


DATE: July 24., 1958 



Earl Russell Browder 3 former head of the 
Communist Party in the United States 3 applied for_a 
passport to travel to Europe to visit his son 3 
This matter was first reported to Liaison by tKe Passport * 
Office on February 12 3 1958 9 and Liaison has been following 
this matter closely. 

On July 23 3 1958 3 Mr. Robert Johnson of the 
Passport Office advised Mr. Bartlett of the Liaison Section 
that as a result of the recent Supreme Court decision 3 
the Passport Office will have to issue a passport to Browder 
and this wfll be done and sent to him within the next few 
days ^ 

mi .r 

ACTI&Nk T. A 

C3 : / / 

, F'O-r information. f $ 
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1 - Mr,Belmont 

1 - Mr. Bland ' 

1 - Liaison Section 

1 - Mr..Bartlett 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


* 


Office Is/Lemovandum • united stages government 


i 



DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) date: 7/30/58 


SAC, U3VJ YORK (100-25693) 

0 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was, 

SM - G; PERJURY 

Re NYlet to Director dated 6/10/58. 


On 7/29/58 AUSA, SDNY EnKBERT CANTOR advised that 
there is no change in subject matter. He stated that a nolle 
prosequi has not been filed as yet* He stated that he is 
handling the case in the absence of AUSA JEROME J. LOUDIN who 
is in Europe and is not expected back until some time after 
the summer months. He stated he does not know when LOUD III 
will file the nolle prosequi. 


This case will continue to be followed with the 
AUSA, SDNY and the Bureau will be advised of all pertinent 
developments. 


This case is being maintained in a pending inactive 
status in the NYO. 
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SAC, New York (IOO-25693) 

Director, mi (40-3798) 

EARL WSSEI^ROVmR 
SECURITY MATTER - 0 
PERJURY 


V 


August 4, 1938 


Reurlet 6-20-38* 

It is noted that Assistant United States 
Attorney Jerome J, Londin, Southern District of New York, 
advised your office on 6-9 m 58 that he had been instructed 
to file a nolle prosequi in this matter . No information 
has been received subsequent to relet • 

Promptly ascertain the current status of this 
matter at the office of the United States Attorney, 
Southern District of New York, and advise the Bureau • 



NOTE ON YELLG7 : 

Browder was financial secretary of the CP during 
the early 1940's and was expelled in 1945 after publication . 
of Duclos letter, Browder is subject of perjury investigation 
based on his testimony under oath that his wife was never a 
member of the CP, This case was referred by the Department 
to the U,S, Attorney, Southern District of New York, and latest 
contact with that office revealed a nolle prosequi would be 
filed. 
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SECURITY MATTER - C 
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On July 28, 1958, Mr, Robert Johnson of the State 
Passport Office called to inquire whether the Bureau could 
advise him if the perjury indictment against Browder has been 
dropped. According to Johnson, Browder has had an application ,g 
for passport outstanding since February 11, 1958, and Johnson] mh 
has been deferring action on it but has now reached fhe point 
where there appears to be nothing to do but issue it. Re 
said he has been deferring action in view of the indictment 
returned against Browder in New York for perjury in the Fall 
of 1957, He referred to a Bureau report from New York dated 
December 20, 1957, indicating that the Department of Justice 
was considering dropping the perjury action against Browder • 

The Bureau file reflects that no court action has 
yet been taken to drop this perjury action. This information 
was furnished to Mr, Johnson on July 28, 1958, and he indicated 
that he might contact the Department of Justice for further 
information, ' ' 1 
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1 , SAC, lieu York (100-25693) August 27, 1958 

pV 

Direct 01 *. FBI (40-3798) 

O 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
PERJURY 

It Is noted that subject’s application for 
a passport has been under consideration by the Department 
of State and that Browder has requested the Department 
of State to process his application as early ns possible. 

In view of the above, you should remain alert 
In this matter and promptly furnish the Bureau any 
information you may receive concerning the subject’s 
travel plans. 


NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Browder was Financial Secretary of the Communist 
Party (CP) during the early 1940*s and was expelled in 1945 
after oublication of Duclos letter. Browder is subject of 
Perjury investigation based on his testimony under oath that / 

his wife was never a member of the CP. Case was referred.by /, 

the Department to United States Attorney, SDNY, and AUSA /> 

has advised a nolle prosequi will be filed. Information has 
been received through Liaison that State Department has been 
considering subject’s application for passport. When information 
is received that a passport will be or has been issued, further 
action will be taken. 
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Transmit the following message via AXKTEL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


# 


Date: 8/27/58 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 

V* 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 

SUBJECT: EARL RUSSELL^ROWDER, was; // 

SM-C. *" I 

The TV and Radio column of the 8/23/58 issue of the 

New York Daily News, 

reflected that EARL BROWDER would appear en the NBC-TV program 
"Today" on Wednesday, 8/2^/58. This column reflected that 
CHARLES, VAN DOREN would be the master of ceremonies of this 
program, substituting for H. V. KALTENBORN. The NYO tape- 
recorded the interview of BROWDER by CHARLES VAN DOREN and FRANK 
BLAIR of NBC-TV. Enclosed herewith is a transcript of the above 
nterview. 


* Inaudible 

ROWDER: There are many reasons. American Communist Leadership has 
p proven itself incompetent, out of touch with reality and 

q L- vfo quite stupid. More deepen than that, however, is the 

factor going back to origins of Communism and KARL MARX's 
O Sj-J theories. MARX himself made some basic mistakes in estimating 

the role of America in the development of World Capitalism. 

And it is these deeper historical origins of the failure 
of Communism that I direct most of my attention to in my , ' 
’iv new book. / t 

t ft 

■ \ VAN DOREN: There are a lot of people in the world who don't believe/ 

1 that MARX made any mistakes. Isn't that true? ( 

BROWDER: That's true. There's the cult of the infallibility of MARX 


cultivated in Communis 
beyond it. * 
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PAGE TWO 

Transmit the following message via 



Date: 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


VAN DOREN: My feeling, of course, is that this cult of the 

infallibility of MARX has a very bad effect on us. Since 
the Communists think he is infallible, we must think that 
he is always wrong and neither of these statements is true. 

BROWDER: That's right. There's a tendency to put everything 

in the extremes, either MARX is just an old fool to be 
completely disregarded or else he's the infallible prophet 
of everything that's coming in the world. Of course, the 
truth lies somewhere in between there. 

VAN DOREN: Mr. BROWDER, many people believe that American 

Communists get their orders from Moscow. While you were 
head of the party, did you ever receive orders from Russia? 

BROWDER. No. The Russians strangely enough in view of their 

record in the last ten fifteen years treated me with a great 
deal of respect so long as they let me remain at thehead 
of the party and I had a pretty free hand with very little 
interference. I, of course, always had to take into 
consideration the Communist prejudices and so on and even 
since I began to question some of the dogmas of Marxism as 
long as I was the head of the party, I was not in a position 
to challenge them head on. In fact, I was not in a position 
to really think through the problems until I got separated 
from that all. 

VAN DOREN: How were you separated? What happened? 

BROWDER: I was kicked out. 

VAN DOREN: You were kicked out. After you were kicked out, in 

1945 wasn't it, you went back to Russia, didn't you, did you 
expect to come back? 

BROWDER: I made a visit in 1946 and spent some five, six weeks 

in Moscow. I really did not and I really had no desire to 
come back into the leadership of the Communist movement, but 
I did wish to have the opportunity to talk with the Russian 
leaders again to try to estimate how deeply did this shift in 
policy go that was represented in the denunciation of me as 
a leader that caused my removal. 
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(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


VAN DOREN: While you were there did you.mset Khrushchev? 

BROWDER: No, I didn't meet Khrushchev. 

VAN DOREN: What do you think of him? 

BROWDER: Well, he's a very shrewd and capable man; he's one 

of these self-made men, analagous to the men who have risen 
to head of many of our great American corporations starting 
at the bottom and fighting his way up. 

VAN DOREN: Any examples of Americans whom he might be like? 

BROWDER: Well, i'd compare him with CHARLIE WILSON although 

you'd have to take into account the tremendous difference 
of the historical circumstances of the two. They're quite 
different but at the same time certain basic similarity of 
character due to the way in which each one of them has been 
a self-made man in a great industrial country. 

VAN DOREN: Recently, ARTHUR MILLER the distinguished American 

playwright, was acquitted on a charge of contempt of 
Congress when he refused to implicate friends of his in 
the Communist Party or associates. Should people be 
expected to name Communists before committees of Congress, 
do you think? 

BROWDER: I think it's a great mistake from a point of view 

of American national policy to pursue that kind of line. I 
must say that there has been quite a tendency in the courts 
to restrict that, and I, myself, had the personal 
experience of being cited for contempt because I refused 
to answer questions about particular individuals that 
were quite immaterial and irrelevant to the inquiry. I 
was acquitted and the case was thrown out by a judge 
appointed back in the times of HOOVER. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Transmit the following message via _ 



Date: 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

BLAIR: Mr. BROWDER, it seems to me after scanning through your 

book that the boys in the Kremlin aren't going to like it 
too well. You make capitalism seem more successful than they 
would have the world think it is. 

BROWDER: That's true. They are very much displeased by every effort 
to objectively estimate what's happening to capitalism. 

They want capitalism always to be judged on the basis of 
the Marxist dogma regardless of the facts. However, I think 
that the Russian leadership aside from their formal 
position on these questions before the public, are much 
more realistic among themselves. I think they know quite 

well..-1 think they are purely pragmatic in their own 

thinking and use the dogma only for the masses as an 
instrument of mass control. 

BLAIR: You said a while ago that you had no desire when you were in 

Moscow when you made this trip to Russia, to come back to 
leadership in the Communist Party in the United States. 

Did you have a desire to come back to the United States? 

BROWDER: Oh yes. Yes indeed! 

BLAIR: Just wanted to clear that up. 

VAN DOREN: Mr. BROWDER, who would you have voted for in 1956? 

BROWDER: 1956? Three months before the election, I wouldn't have 

known who to vote for and would have been rather indifferent 
but at the time the election date came I would have voted 
for Eisenhower. 

VAN DOREN: Why? 

BROWDER. Because of the fact that the choice was between him and 
STEVENSON who I think fell down completely in meeting the 
crisis of the Egyptian invasion. And there is no question 
in my mind that that was responsible for the extent of the 
sweep to Eisenhower. 
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VAN DOREN: Suppose that NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV told you the 

American Communist Party has gone to pot and you’re 
the only man who can put it on its feet again. What 
would you say? 

BROWDER: Well, I would say, "Mr. Khrushchev, first say that 

in public before you can expect me to even consider its 
meaning." 

VAN DOREN: That's a good answer. Thank you very much. 


FOSTER 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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3ROWDEr)MARX AND AMERICA 
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^ date: September 3, 1958 
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Browder’s hoofe d Marx and America , reviewed by the Central Gandy — 

Res ear ch_S_eetiqn Jl is a criticism of some of the fundamental principles of 
Marxism. Although principally concerned with the theories of the "subsistance wage" 
and Absolute and relative impoverishment,” Browder also attacks other dogmaticV »/t 
i assertions made by communists in the past. Despite these criticisms, the book Cuwjti 
[also reveals that Browder has not abdicated the position of a convinced Marxist// v 
Arguments presented in the book may be of value in the Bureau's efforts to disrupt /> 
and defect present Communist Party members. > n 

Browder’s Latest 

Captioned book, reviewed by the Central Research Section, is a short 
volume dealing with Browder’s theories concerning the applicability of Marxist 
thought to the economic structure of the United States. It is the published content, 
somewhat revised, of the series of lectures on comparative economics given by 
Browder at Rutgers University in November, 1957, and at the New School for Social 
Research at New York City in the summer of this year. 

Criticizes ”Dogmatic” Marxists 

Primarily concerned with a criticism of Marx’s doctrines of impoverishment 
and the subsistence wage, Browder’s latest intellectual effort attempts to interpret 
economic developments in this country during the last century in the framework of 
Marxist analysis. It is such attempts which in the past caused Browder’s emulsion 
from the Communist Party, USA, in 1945, and his subsequent vilification by the 
communist world as a ’’revisionist. ” Browder’s principal thesis throughout this 
iwork is that the development of capitalism in America with the rise of prosperity which 
jhas accompanied it are factual occurrences which disprove the validity of Marx’s 
I ’’absolute general law of capitalist accumulation, ’’ which doctrine holds that as profits , 
go up, wages must descend eventually to the level of bare subsistence. Since this . :J 
doctrine has been central to orthodox communism, Browder’s criticism of it is in * 


opposition to the statements of communist theoreticians both here and abroad. This 
criticism is the central theme of Browder’s stand on ’’American Exceptionalism/* 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 

Re: EarlR. Browder, Marx and America 




^W-r$ t t&W s \ f yPV**t 


Arguments Should Be Helpful 


/ 


jrf <***■ £++ ^***>*~M*. 

The book, since it consists in major part of criticisms of the doctrinaire 
F and dogmatic assertions of communist spokesmen past and present, may be useful 
to Special Agents working in the Counterintelligence and Toplev Programs, since 
it may provide them with arguments to be used in interviews with potential security 
informants. Browder’s arguments seem to be technically competent from the 
standpoint of Marxist thought and, in any case, may be enough to stimulate critical 
thought on the part of Party members wavering on the line between orthodoxy and 
disillusionment. 


Still a Marxist 

In no sense, however, is Browder’s book to be interpreted as representing 
a ’break” with the fundamental philosophies of Marxism. His own statements, at 
the close of his book establish that he still is an adherent of Marx who shows little 
sign of making a complete repudiation of all that is Marxism and communism. 

”... the very ability to think as Marx, thought, extending the 
frontiers of scientific knowledge, was lost to the Russian 
Marxists, and they denied the very possibility of improvement 
on the Marxist method. The renaissance of the fruitful and 
positive tradition of Marx has begun with the criticisms of 
Russia’s dogmatic distortions of Marx but must proceed to the 
critical reflection of those dogmas embodied in the original 
system of Marxism... the more we study the errors of Marx, the 
more do we recognize him as one of the giants in the history of 
human thought. ” (Earl Browder, Marx.and America , p. 141) 

The New Eclectic 


Certainly these words are no indictment of the thought of Marx in general, 
and even if there were doubt as to Browder’s motives and intentions, his obstinate 
refusal to cooperate with Bureau Agents, refusing to provide information as to his 
knowledge of the communist movement in the United States, makes it obvious that 
his sympathies lie with that movement and not with the democratic institutions which 
the Bureau is seeking so diligently to protect. Browder attempts to create an 
impression of himself as an objective scholar who has come to the conclusion that 
neither capitalism nor Russian communism is correct. One cannot avoid comparing 
him with those indecisive individuals who, unable to choose between Heaven and Hell, 
optimistically hope to combine th 

RECOMMENDATION : 

For the information of 
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Office Merimandum 


• UNITED STHES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, DETROIT 

0 

EARL BROWDER 
IS - C 


DATE: 


September 12, 195& 








On August 14, 195S, CASPER^fMCEMAN, Chief of Police, x 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, exhi bit.pd t.o. Sif^tfASPER H . KAST a copy of 

Certificate of Marriage of | _I andl . . I b6 

dated June 1, 195#, at Brookline, Massachusetts. b7c 

listed the following description- for himself: 1 - 1 

2 a^> " ,-.-^- 

/ 7 Color b6 

j / Age b7c 

/ / Occupation 

' / Birthplace 

y / Father ~ 

$■%/ Mother 

Residence 


^•j^listed the f ollowing dfesg^y^tion for hers elf: 

Color ' f [ , , \ 

Age 

Occupation 
Bi rthpla.ee 
Father 
Mother 

Residence , 



' b7C 


Chief ENKEMANN advised that a copy of the certificate I, 
was received by the City Clerk, City Hall, Ann Arbor, Michigan, \ 
in an envelope without letter of explanation. The return 
address on the envelope is Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 
Brookline 47, Massachusetts. Detroit has a copy of the copy 
of the marriagjrtcartifipate. 

f - Bureau Register <oc 

- Boston registehc-Sk , ■■ —.. is t 

2 - T.ns Ancrftl oJjp®lGISTER.. , ) rv^- v / 7\ 



2 - Los Angeledi^^s^H. -j 
1 - Detroit 
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No i Hont.i f-tflhi p informati on has been located in 
the Detroit files regarding! 

OTIS .HAMILTON LEE, DOROTHY LEE and DOROTHY D^iETKAOURUULUU. 

The Detroit file shows that the wife of Subject EARL BROWDER 
was named RAISSA and thus these names correspond to the names 
listed as| | This information has been 

forwarded lor purpose ox miormation. 
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im • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MR, (j 


DATE: 9-12-58 


. & 



SUBJECT: 


£. E 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER ,; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Bulky Exhibit File Number: 40-3798-558 JjMf 

We are presently in the process of reviewing all pulkyX/^ 
exhibits presently on hand, in order that we may weed out those 
which will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inasmuch 
as a great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to inactive 
cases and are occupying badly needed space, it is requested that 
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above- ' 
listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention 
or disposition of the material contained therein. A notation as 
to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum, and 
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it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, 
Room 1113* Identification Building. This memorandum will be 
filed in the case file. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That the above-listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a 
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the 
material contained therein. 
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sTMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (4fK3798) DATE: 9/16/38 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 


subject: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was . 

SM-C 

PERJURY 

ReNYlet to Bu dated, 7/30/58. 

On 9/12/58, AUSA, SDNY JEROME J. LONDIN advised SA 
THOMAS -J. CROKE, JR., that the case of EARL EROWDER is off the 
trial calendar* 

^ LONDIN stated that permission has been received to 
file an order *£ nolle prosequi* He stated that there are some 
difficulties involved and he does not know when he will file a 
nolle prosequi. 

He also stated that the provisions of EARL BROWDER r S 
bail bond have been expanded, allowing BROWDER to leave the 
jurisdiction of the Southern District of New York* The expanded 
provisions of the bail bond currently will be in effect from 
November, 1958, until February, 1939* LONDIN advised that if 
BROWDER leaves the jurisdiction of the court he must return 
within one week of notificatl£»h by the court that he should return* 


This case will continue to be followed with the 
AUSA, SDNY, and the Bureau will be advised of all pertinent 
developments. \ : 




This case is being maintained in a pending>'*-Inac.tive 
status in the NYO* Ti ~ 
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Best Copy Available 


SAC, Hew York (100-25593) September 26, 1953 

Director(40-3793) -"iff 

EX. -133 

EARL BUSSELL BROWDER 

security mmm - c 

FERJOUY 

BeBulet 8-27-58 end reurlot 9-16-53, 

Re WO let 9-17-33. 

Recent Information concerning the coptioned 
individual reflects that ho contemplates 0 trip 
abroad in the near future. In addition, information 
has been received from I-Ir. Robert Johnson of the 
Passport Office, Department of State, that the 
Passport Office will undoubtedly honor the subject's 
application for a passport and will, therefore, issue,. 

Browder a passport for travel to Europe, 

UFO check passport for any additional 
pertinent information concerning the subjects 
travel plans and sake arrangements to be advised at 
the tine a passport is actually issued to Browder, 

Hew York alert appropriate informants and 
sources for any developments concerning subject*s 
contemplated travel abroad, and keep the Bureau 
advised. 

In view of the probable publicity connected 
with the issuance of a passport to Browder, any 
information to the effect that a passport is bjinp 
or lias been issued to him should be furnished to the 
Bureau expeditiously. 

In the event you receive positive information 
of subject*a plans to travel abroad, you should 
immediately submit appropriate copies of a memorandum 
for transmission to le^al attaches, 

2 - Washington Field (1C3-CQ03) 

NOTE ON YELLOW: Browder was Financial Secretary of the 

Communist.FSFCy $CP) during the early 1940*s and was 

eixpelled in 1945 after publication of Duclos letter. 
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Letter to New York 

RE: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 

40-3798 


NOTE ON YELLOW continued 


Browder has been the subject of a perjury investigation based 
on his testimony under oath that his wife was never a 
member of the CP. Case was referred by the Department 
to the United States Attorney, SDNY, and the AUSA has 
advised a nolle prosequi will be filed at an unknown 
future date. He stated that the case has been taken 
off the trial calander. Information in re WFO ilet 
refelcts subject has received court permission to go 
to Europe. Above information that Passport Office 
contemplates issuance of a passport to Browder was 
received from Mr. Robert Johnson of the Passport Office 
through Liaison Section, 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memomndum 

TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (30-3798) 

Mo- 

*FROMi» : SAC, YJFO (100-6003) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 9/17/58 


SUBJECT: £ARL RUSSELL BROWDER 

SM - C; PERJURY 
(00: NT) 


X 


On 9/13/38, SA HIL1IER H. KREBS obtained one copy each of the 
following from the Passport Office, Department of State: 

1. A letter from EARL BROADER, 7 Highland Place, Yonkers 3, 
New York, dated 9/10/38, addressed to Hr. ED' ARD J. HICKEY, Deputy 
Director for Administrain.on. Passport Office, Department of State, 
V/ashington, D. C. 

2. An order of the United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, signed by DAVID N. EDELSTEIN, United States 
District Judge, dated 9/8/33, in the case; United States of America 
against EARL BROADER, defendant, C139-23?. 

The above copies of the documents listed were furnished to 
the Bureau 1 s State Department Liaison representative, SA ORRIN BARTLETT, 

The above letter from BROHDLR refers to Passport Office 
letter dated 7/30/38 which was sent to him and also to the above 
court order which he enclosed to his letter dated 9/10/38 above. 

BftT/DER mentioned that he did not plan to travel before November 1, 
and requested that a passport be sent to him during September for 
it to be of -oractical use to him. 

The above court order permitted BROWDER to travel to Europe 
and to leave New York City on or about November 1, 1938, and to return 
on or about February 1, 1939. This order also stipulated that BROWDER 
"shall appear before this court within one week of the receipt by his 
attorney, who has signed a notice of appearance herein, of a written 
communication to that effect from the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York*" J3R0 .,DbR consented to be bound by the 
provisions of this court order as did JEROIE J. LONDIM, Assistant 
United States Attorney. nrn 1 ,-= 7 , 

Ktc-i a c _ 

2 - Bureau i --- d L Lm " 

2 - New York (100-23693)(Encls. 6)(RN) 

1 “ 7 T0 5 S£P 18 1958 

Y/HA/cmw , /'•/) :>», 

. am t ■■T.nMC ONIT^ 50 . 
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WO 100-6003 

N£ 

It is noted thatH^OlTDHR submitted an application for 
passport dated 2/11/38 at Mew York City. Herein BROVDLR requested 
permission to depart from Ndw York City on or about I 4 ./I /38 -via 
"ship" for an intended stay/abroad in France, England, and possibly 
brief trips to Swi tzerland, 1 Italy, and Yugoslavia for the purpose 
of viating his son j who was then spending a year i n Europe, b6 

on a National Science Foundation Fellowship. In this application b7c 

3E07DLR indicated that he was not at present a member of the 
Communist Party but had formerly been a member of the Communist Party 
from January, 1921 , to February, I 9 I 4 . 6 . He further indicated that the 
last passport issued to him was Passport Number 36860 issued on 
I 4 ./ 3 /I 4.6 at Washington, D. C. 

By letter dated 6/11/38 to the Passport Office, BR07/DER 
referred to his application of February, 1938. He mentioned herein 
that he was compelled to cancel his plans for a trio to Europe in 
April and Hay of 1938 but that there was a possibility for him to renew 
his planned trip in August. 

By letter dated 7/30/38, the Passport Office informed 
BROWDER that he was requested to submit evidence of his release 
from the bail restrictions imposed in September, 1932, as a result 
of the indictment rendered against him for violation' of Section 
1013 (a) of Title 18, U.S. Code, in the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York. 

It is noted that five photographic positives and one 
negative of the subject's photograph contained in his passport 
application of February, 1938, are attached as enclosures herewith 
for the New York Office. RUC. 
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ST/fclDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united staSs government 


TO : 

Mr* j 

FROM : 

Mr. ( 

SUBJECT: 

EARL 

■ _ 

* *, % 



'fyBartlett 




i^te: September 16, 1958 , 






0 K 


On September 15, 1958, Mr* Robert Johnson of the 
Passport Office furnished to me the enclosed documents 
relating to Earl Browder* One is a letter from Browder dated 
September 10, 1956, to the Passport Office, enclosing a 
copy of a court order which permits Browder to travel outside 
the jurisdiction of the court* Mr* Johnson advised that as 
a result of the recent Supreme Court decision > the Passport 
Office undoubtedly will issue a passport to Browder for 
travel to Europe* I 


Tolson _ b7C 

Boar dm an _ 
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For information , 
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SAC, Dew York 


September 


B?| 


Director, FBI (61-626) - • '• 

I 

-Confidential r 1 / 

SOCIALIST PARTY - SOCIAL DSnoCKATXC FEBE&mOII C2 *-Xi 
lIlFCa’^XOn CCI'ICEiTIIIIG 

(Internal Security) 

ice IIcw York clrtel tinted 9-22-58 captioned 
"imUaa Foster, IS - Cj SA *40* ISA *50.» 

According to reference! nirtoll__ 

advised on 9*18-50 that on that date Hy Lumsr visited 
Foster* Daring the coarse of conversation with 
Foster, burner mentioned that Erorder (Earl) had applied 
for a membership in the Socialist Party and that the 
Socialist Party’s convention was held in Detroit and^/.X 
that they have 1,500 ceahere in the entire country. £(U) 


For the information of Few York, it is 
noted that the national convention of the Socialist 
Party - Socialist Democratic Federation (CP * SEE) was 
held in Detroit, I^chigan, during the period Hay 30 
through June 1, 195-3* 

Ihe Bureau has received no information 
previously, indicating that Browder has applied for 
membership in the DP* You are accordingly instructed 
to contact established ; curces, contacts, and informant 
in an effort to ascertain whether he has, in fact, 
joined the £P - DDF* Uo active investigation of the 
SP - GBP should bo conducted and the requested 
information must be submitted to reach the Bureau by 
October 15, 1958* 


1 - 61-330 (William 2. Foster) 

100-3-69 (CbMiist Party, USA Organization) 
1 - 40-3798 (Eargprowderj f p/y 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 


DATE: 10/6/58 



SUBJECT: 


SAC, mi YORK (100-25693) 

t ) 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. 
SM - C; PERJURY 





Re NYlst to Bureau dated 9/16/58 and Bulet to 
NY dated 9/26/58. 

on 10/3/58 AUSA, SDNY JSROMB J. LOJDIN advised 
SA THOMS J. CROKE, Jr. that he had been told by 0. JOHN 
ROGGE, subject’s lawyer, that_on 10/28/58 EARL BROWDER was 
going to appear on a TV program in .Providence, ^noae"~island. 


EARL BROWDER currently resides at 7 Highland Place, 
Yonkers, NY and is engaged in writing at his home. 

The_”New York Herald Tribune” of 10/1/52 referred 
to EARL BROWDER as the General Secretary of the Communist 
Party from 1930 to 1944* 


q 

«i 
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An article by LOUIS BUDENZ appearing in the ’’Daily 
Worker”, 5/23/44* page 2, reflected that EARn BROWDER was 
elected as President of tne Communist Political Association 
on 5/22/44. 

According to the ’’Daily Worker” of 2/14/48, EARL 
BROWDER was expelled from the Communist Party 2/12/46/ by 
the Yonkers Branch to which he belonged. 

i 

The "New York Times" of 2/14/48 in an article 
captioned, "Browder Is Expelled By Communist Party As ; 
Betrayer And Deserter To Capitalism” set forth information 
to the effect that the National Committee of the Communist 
Party had accepted the recommendation of the National Board 
and had expelled EARL BROWDER, former secretary, as a member 
of the Party ’’for gross violation of Party discipline and 
decisions and active opposition to the political line and 
leadership of our Party, for developing factional activity 
and for betraying the principles of Marxism-Lenism and 
deserting to the side of the class enemy, American monopoly 
capitalism. ” 
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Letter to Director, FBI 

Hew York 100-25693 

BROWDER vj.es interviewed on television on 2/26/57 
by HIKE WALLACE on the program "Hightbeat u and again by 
HIKE WALLACE on 6/2/57* He was also interviewed on the 
ITBC-TV program "Today” on 8/27/53. 

During these interviews ho defended his leadership 
of the CP and denied that the C? ever received any orders 
from Moscow. During the interview conducted on 2/26/57 
BROWDER stated that he is no longer a Communist and eon~ 
aiders himself a Socialist and a. good American. 

Boston is requested to ascertain on what TV program 
BROWDER is to appear. Boston is also requested to monitor 
the program and. furnish the results to the Bureau and Hew York. 


The following is a description of BROWDER; 


iTame 

DOB 

C *lor 
Sex 

Height 

Hair 

Weight 

Eyes 

Build 

Complexion 

'Peculiarities 


Residence 


Occupation 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
5/20/91 

k *ichita, Kansas 

White 

Male 

5'8" 

Grey 

165-170 lbs. 

Blue 

Medium 

Sallow 

Wears mustache, wears grey 
tweed cap or bartered fedora 
7 Highland Place, Yonkers, iJY 
Apt. 3F 

Does writing from his.home 


Enclosed for thq Boston Office are two photograohs 
of the subject. ^ * 
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SAG, Yew York (1C0-35693) 

director* £BI (40*8798) 
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October 3, 2953 


BcBulct 9-36-58, 

Information received 10-3-53, via liaison from 
Passport division, department of State, that subject ms 
issued Passport Surdsr 1343X33, 10*3*58, Tits passport 
uill he valid only for the period 21-2-58, to 3-1-59* 

Washington Yield immediately check passport 
records for all available information concerning subjects 
travel plane and advise the Bureau and Yew York* 


Hew York handle in accordance with instructions 
set forth in relei* Immediately submit r,emr<mlu.'i for 
dissemination to legal Attaches and. interested agencies* 


3 * Washington Yield (ICQ-6003) 


NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Browder was financial secretary of the 
Communist Party (CP) during the early 1940's and was 
expelled in 1945 after publication of Duclos letter. 
Browder has been subject of a perjury investigation 
based on his testimony under oath that his wife vns 
never a member of the CP. Department referred case 
to United States Attorney in New York and information 
has been received that a nollMe prosequi will be 
filed. In relet New York was advised that subject would 
probably be issued a passport and that if this was done 
New York should determine travel plans, etc. 
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% aivtol 10*3*38 Washington Field Office advised 
that Earl Bussell Browder had bom isaued a passport for the 
purpose of visiting France* England* and possibly brie f trim 
to Switzerland, Italy* and Tugoslavtia to visit hie son I I 
who is spending a year in Europe on a fellowship from the 
Mai tonal Science Foundation (BSP )» The Director ashed to be 
advised if the B&F"ts supported by the Government, 


The ff&F was established by OongroaSicnaZ act in 1950 
as an independent agency in the Executive Branch of the Govern* 
mat* It is supported by Congressional appropriations and is 
established for the purpose of promoting progress of science. 
The act establishing the Foundation authorises it to award 
scholarships and graduate fellowships for scientific study 
at accredited nonprofit American or nonprofit foreign 
institutions of higher education. 


Bnited States Government Organisation Manual for 
195V*>8& lists the director of the J ?SF as Alan T* Waterman, 

Be was subject of a special inquiry applicant-typo investigation 
conducted at the request of the Department of Defense during 
the Sumner of 1984, Summaries were furnished to the Secretary 
of Defenses the White Bouse* and the Attorney General, Xnvesti- 
gation showed that Waterman had taken a strong position in 
favor of Dr, Edward B, Condon during the period when Condon 
was under attach by the Bouse Comities on Bn-American 
Activities # Information ms also developed that Waterman 
favored inviting a Bussian scientist to address a convention 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 

Bis son has received the v Baily Worker* and his daughter 
taught school in Poland from 1046 to 1048, 
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is the sm of Sari Bussell Browder 
WWWJ&WG wj m Txmkd security investigation* Me has . 
mover Men included on the Security index md investigation did 
not reveal my Communist Party (CFj memberships front activity, 
or frequent association with CP mmlers on his port* Me ms 
bom in Bus&ta ?~£0~S? and graduated from Massachusetts > i 
Institute of Technology (MIT) fn imd* Me ms characterised 

as a brilliant mathematician and fat _ . w 
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AhcHiSStNt NO. C 


Office A. 






GOVEK 



DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 


DATE: 10/9/58 


FROM : 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 


subject: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. 

SM - C 

ReBulet dated 10/3/58. 

Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a letterhead 
memorandum dated and captioned as above concerning the 
activities of EARL BROWDER*. Also enclosed are eight copies 
of a letterhead memorandum relating to the reliability of 
an informant. 

There are also being enclosed eight copies of a 
photograph of EARL BROWDER for dissemination to the appropriate 
Legal Attaches. 

The informant mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum 
and who furn ished informa tion on April 26 and May 25, 1950, is 
identified as | b7D 

The enclosed letterhead memorandum is marked "confidential" 
since the data reported by the confidential informant, mentioned 
in said letterhead memorandum, could reasonably result in 
identification of a confidential informant of continuing value 
and compromise h&s future effectiveness. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREA'U OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 40-3798 

New York file 100-25693 


New York, New York 
October 9, 1958 




Re: Earl Russell Browder, with aliases, 
Earl Browder, Joseph Dixon, Joseph 
Ward, Albert Underwood, Earl Russell, 
Earl Wingate, Earl W. Ringrose, Irl 
Broder, Nicholas Dozenberg, George 
Morris, Albert Henry Richards, 

Mr. Porter 
Security Matter - C 


Browder was issued a passport, number 1243188, on 10-3-58 
valid from 11-1-58 to 2-1-59* He had previously indicated his intention 
to travel to France, England, and possibly make brief trips to 
Switzerland, Italy, and Yugoslavia. He gave the purpose of his 
intended travel as visiting his son,who wa£ spending a year b6 
in England on a National Science Foundation fellowship. ' b7r 

The publication, "Who’s Who In The East 1942-1943,"' sets 
forth information that Earl Browder was a member of the National 
Committee, Communist Party, USA, since 1921, Director, Pan Pacific A. 
Trade Union Secretariat, Hankow and Shanghai, 1927-1929, and • 

General Secretary, Communist Party (CP), USA, 1930. 

« *1 9 

Nw 


The CPUSA has been designated by the Attorney General ^ • 

of the United States as an organization pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. v ) 


The annual report by the Committee on Un-American Activities'"'A} 
in the year 1953? dated February 6, 1954, prepared and released by ", } 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House of ^ | 

Representatives, Washington, D. C., page 106, sets forth information 
to the effect that the Pan Pacific Trade Union Secretariat and its \ 
parent organization, the Shanghai Branch of the Far Eastern Bureau, 
were the most important and highly organized apparatus for the •: 

Comintern labor activities in the Far East during the late 1920‘s and 
early 1930‘s. COPIES DESTROYED 


Earl B£*bfcd££ < 1 viih CPUSA nominee for the office of 
President of the United States in 1936 and 1940. 
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-Unit eh §taf£s department of 5/nsttce 
JHetJeral bureau of J}nueatigat!mt 


Bureau file 40-3798 
New York file IOO -25693 


New York, New York 
October 9> 1958 



Re: Earl Russell Browder, with aliases, 

Earl Browder,-, Joseph Dixon, Joseph 
Ward, Albert Underwood, Earl Russell, 
v Earl Wingate, Earl W. Ringrose, Irl 

Broder, Nicholas Dozenberg, George Morris, 
, Albert Henry Richards, Mr. Porter 
- Security Matter - C 


The publication, "Who's Who In The East 1942-1943," 
sets forth information^ that Earl Browder was a member of the 
National Committee, Communist Party, USA, since 1921, Director, 

Pan Pacific Trade UnionSecretariat, Hankow and Shanghai, 1927-1929. 
and General Secretary, Communist Party (CP), USA, 1930. 

_ .. 4 J h f CPUSA has been designated by the Attorney General 
01 -cue united states as an organization pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. \ 

• . . The annual report by\the Committee on Un-American 

Activities in the year 19$3> dated February 6, 1954, preoared 
and released by the Committee ori. Un-American Activities,* United 
States House of Representatives,Washington, D. C., page 106, 
sets forth Information to the effect that the Pan Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat and its patent organization, the 
Shanghai Branch of the Far Eastern Bureau, were the most 
important and highly organized apparatus for the Comintern 
labor activities in the Far East during the late 1920’s and 
early 1930 's. \ 

„ „ „ „ E pl Browder was the CPUSA nominee for the office 

of President of the United States in 1936 and 1940. 
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The "New York Herald Tribune" of October 1, 1952, 
refers to Earl Browder as the General Secretary of the OP 
from 1930 to 1944* 

An article by Louis Budenz appearing in the "Daily 
Worker," May 23, 1944, page 2, reflects that Earl Browder was 
elected as President of the Communist Political Association 
(CPA) on May 22, 1944; 

The CPA has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast Communist newspaper 
which suspended publication with its issue of January 13, 1958. 

On October 23, 1939, an indictment was filed charging 
Earl Russell Browder, alias George Morris, Alias Nicholas 
Dozenberg, alias Albert Henry Richards, with •ablation of Section 
220, Title 22, United States Code, for the use of passports 
obtained by means of false statements. The trial began on 
January 17, 1940, and a verdict of guilty was returned on 
January 22, 1940. 

“The New York Times" of May 18, 1942, in an article 
captioned, "Browder Eludes Welcomers Here," contains information 
to the effect that Earl Browder^ four year sentence for passport 
fraud was commuted by President Roosevelt. 

The "Daily Worker" of June 5, 1940, reflected that the , 
National Committee had elected a new political committee of the 
CP, and that Earl Browder had been elected to the Political 
Committee of the CP* 

The **Daily Worker" for November 29, 1944, page 5, 
column 2, refers to Earl Browder as Editor-in-Chief of the 
“Daily Worker.” 

On April 26, 1950, an informant advised that in 
connection with the functioning of the Secret Apparatus of 
the CP, during the leadership of Earl Browder, Browder was 
aware of the Secret Apparatus and was engaged in its supervision 
and one of the few, if not the only one, aware of the identity 
of the individuals engaged in this Secret Apparatus work. 
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On May 25, 1950# this same informant advised that 
insofar as the international aspects of the CP ware concerned, 
that is, its dealings with Moscow and other countries, this 
was solely and chiefly run by Earl Browder and this activity 
was always considered Browder’s "Baby*" 

According to the "Daily Worker" of February 14, 1946, 

Earl Browder was expelled from the CP February 12, 1946, by 
the Yonkers Branch to which he belonged. 

* The "New York Herald Tribune," dated March 22, 1953, 
in an article captioned, "Browder’s Silence Ends, Now Out 
Against Russia," written by Marguerite Higgins, reads in part 
as follows: 

"After eight years of self-imposed silence about Russia, 
Earl Browder, former number one American Communist, announced 
yesterday his active opposition to Soviet style Communism and 
his intention to organize a ’Democratic left' that will combine 
’Jeffersonian concepts of representative Government and a 
Socialist economy.’" 

Browder was interviewed on television on February 26, 

1957# by Mike Wallace on the program, "Nightbeat," and again by 
Mike Wallace on June 2, 1957. He was interviewed,on the NBC 
television program, "Today," on August 27, 1958* . 

During these interviews, he defended his leadership 
of the,CP, and denied that the CP ever received any orders from 
Moscow. During the interview conducted on February 26, 1957, 
Browder stated that he is no longer a Communist and considers 
himself a Socialist and a good American. 

The following physical description was obtained from 
the publication, "Current Biography," 1944 edition. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service records. New York City, records 
of the Identification Division, FBI, and by the personal observation 
of Special Agent Daniel Hi Lucking: 

Name Earl Russell Browder 

Sex Male 

Race White 


~ 3 - 












Date of Birth 

Residence 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Ryes 

Complexion 
Peculiarities • 

Occupation 

Marital Status 
Wife 

Immediate Relatives 


FBI number 
Fingerprint 

Classification 



May 20 j 1891 
Wichita, Kansas 

Apartment 3~F f 7 Highland Place, 
Yonkers, New York 
5 ’ 8 " 

165-170 

Medium 

Grey 

Blue 

Sallow 

Wears mustache, wears grey tweed 

cap or battered fedora 

Does occasional writing 

from his home 

Widower 

Raissa Irene Berkman Browder, 
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mother 
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This is loaned to you by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 
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SteJteral Untmtx of Ittttmsftsatunt 


Bureau file 40-3798 
New York file 100-25693 


New York, New York 
October 9» 1958 


Re: Earl Russell Browder, with aliases, 

Earl Browder, Joseph Dixon, Joseph 
Ward, Albert Underwood, Earl Russell 
Earl Wingate, Earl W« Ringrose, Irl 
Broder, Nicholas Dozenberg, George Morris 
Albert Henry Richards, Mr* Porter 
Security Matter - C 


Reference is made to the letterhead memorandum, 
dated and captioned as above, concerning the activities of 
the subject* 

The informant mentioned in referenced letterhead 
memorandum has furnished reliable information in the past. 

This is loaned to you by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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Best Copy Available 


DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 


« FROM: SAC, V.’FO (100-6003) 

(jJjy o 

sy EARL RUSSELL BROADER 

- C (r'/.TTJP.. C.t'Arr. t** 

' U PERJURY ' ‘ 


.'«• v) 


/ LMr. Tolson_i^r 

f i yf Mr/ Brslmont .^1 

Mr. Ivlohm/L 
Mr. Nease L . „ ^ 

. . Mr* Parsons._ 

10 / 3/5 c Mr. Rosen~-Ji_ 

Mr. Tamm_ 

Mr. Trott ei/U£gf 
Mr. W.C.SjpiVan 

Tele. Pool yk _ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

,*t Miss Gandy_ 


ReBUlet, 9/26/58. 


On 10/3/58, Mr. CARROLL H. SEELY, JR., Passport;'’ g* 
Office, Department of State, furnished the file of EARL RUSSRJJjk 
BROWDER to SA HILMER H. KREBS. £" " - 

The file reflects that on .10/3 /58 .Passport 1243lS/fC: 
was .issued to EARL RUSSELL BRCf.TDER, whose'date of birth ^vyas 
5/20/91, Wichita, Kansas. The passport is valid for the/’ t/T} 

' period from November, 1, 1958, to February 1, 1959. It djs not:* 
to be amended, extended or revalidated without the express 
l l [ authorization of the Department of State. The passport was 
still attached to the subject's file. It is to be mailed to 
V/ it BROWDER with a letter from the Passport Office, advising 


)> b6 


:11 him of the limitations on the passport, which had not been 

."SP'I o • or\ * 1 n /o /tx o 


sent as of 3:30 a.m., 10/3/58. 




The application for the passport reflects BRCT..DER 
resides at 7 Highland Place, Yonkers, N.Y. On 2/11/58 . ' 

■ ( j BROWDER applied for the passport, stating he wanted to visit 
' I France, England and possibly brief tri p? tn Sw itzerland, 

I Italy, and Yugoslovia to visit his son,]_Jwho was spending ^ * 

ii a year in Europe cn .a . Hat ion a 1 _Scie nee" Found ati on Fe llowship, BROWDER 
admitted he was a CP member from January, 19^1", to’February, 1946. 

The file reflected that hr. ROBERT D. JOHNSON, • 

Petesport Of;fice r had on 10/3/58 given Miss BERNARD, FBI Liaison, 

| ^u erning the issuance of a passport to BROWDER, 

ma ■ ' i 

... .Pontained.no information as to anv travel ' 


a i;:I-J.hgr44rI-»-contained, no information as to any travel 
her than^those indicated on his application for ft* 




2/11/58 . f, I ,, r£C . g5 _. Z/y , 



\ ’* r J t j / * h 

Mr. SEELEY stated the subjgct*’^ passport will be 


mailed to the ’subject's home address,. j7 Highl and, ,pi 
Yonkers, N.Y. ROC. . . - «M 

V ™ OCT 141958 


<2‘ - Bureau 


2 - New York (100-25693 )lMr^) r 

1 - - ;F0 ,? ^ 

t rr *T/ . 1 1 ' 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memomndum • 




UNITED STAIRS GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 



SUBJECT: 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 

0 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. 
SM - CJ PERJURY 


DATE: 10/30/58 


ReBulets dated 9/26/58 and 10/3/58. 

The New York "Post”, issue of 10/26/58, page 
- 22, contains an article entitled "Browder London Visit 

If OKd." This article stated that EARL BROWDER has received 

{r a passport and "will leave for London on Nov. 16 to discuss 

publication there of his new book, ’Marx and America’". 


Every effort will be made to ascertain BROWDER'S 
itinerary and upon receipt of the information the Bureau 
will be immediately advised. 

On 10/28/58 AUSA LAURENCE MeGAULEY of the SDNY 
advised that permission to file a nolle prosequi has been 
granted by the U. S. Department of Justice in the perjury 
case against BROWDER. MeGAULEY stated that certain facets 
of filing this nolle prosequi is still being considered 
by Washington. 



This case will continue to be followed with the 
AUSA, SDNY, and the Bureau will be advised of all pertinent 
developments• 



(3 - Bureau (40-3798) (RM) 

"1 - New York (100-25693) (7-4) 
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(3) 
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Office Memormdum • 




UNITED STATSP GOVERNMENT 


T° J.i DIRECTOR, FBI (1+0-3798) 



DATE: 11/7/58 


j*J^gA-C, BOSTON (100-2608) 

< 2 , 


SUBJECT: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was, 
SM - C; PERJURY 


Re New York letter dated 10/6/58, 

On 10/28/58, SA JOSEPH A. OXLEY monitored the TV program 
entitled ('World Around Us.” This program is broadcast over 
Station WJAR-TV, Providence, R. I., and appears on Tuesday 
and Thursdays of each week at 95 00 A.M.. BETTY ADAMS, 
Educational Program Director of the WJAR-TV, is the moderator 
of the program and was the person who interviewed the subject 
on IO/ 28/58 at 9500 A.M. over Station WJAR-TV. The subject 
appeared personally on the program and the results were taped. 

Boston is transcribing this tape and the results will be 
forwarded by ll/llj./58. 


There is also forwarded to the Bureau and New York photostatic 
copy of an article appearing in the Providence Evening Bulletin 
on 10/28/58, summarizing Mr. BROWDERts talk. 


Qp - Bureau (l[.0-3798) (Enc.l) (RM) 

2 - New York (100-25693) (Enc.l) (RM) 
1 - Boston (100-2608) 

FMCimaj 
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Browder Credits Red 

Gains to U.S . Errors 


ay VriLUJtMilS FOPKIN 

amroi^rkf fallen arch -|the American Communist Party 
iangel of Amencan commmnsmJremarked that if the Soviet 
|smd here today this country’s leaders didn't have so many un- 
policy toward the undeveloped deserved successes in foreign 
jnations is giving Russia easyjaffairs, they might reread Karl 
4 r )lomatic victories. Marx and “think more deeply ” 

me rocked former head of) Mr, Browder was in PhoVi- 
— - .deuce to appear on “The World 
{Around Us” program on 
I WJATl-TV. 

Beheaded politically in 1946 
for alleged vast heresies, Mr. 
Browder admitted there might 
be something in what was said 
about him then. 

He declared that he is indeed 
a * revrionkt/’ as accused* but; 
that the Russians are even 
[greater “revisionists” of Maipc 
Jst doctrine than he. Kr, 
Browder threw up his hands 
when discussing the Chinese 
[Reds. They, he asserted, are the 
greatest “revisionists” of all. 

The difference, the soft- 
:Spcken, bourgeois-looking man 
|With the gray mustache said, is 
[that he is for progressive re¬ 
visionism, making allowance for 
socialist tendencies in Ameri 
jean life, attuned to this cen 
|tury. 

The Russians, Mr. Browder 
said, are revising Marx back- 
w&rdfr making him much mpre 
doctrinaire than he evpr was. 

The' man who had -been 
charged at the time of* his 
ouster with wanting to cooper¬ 
ate- .with capitalism in some 
had this to say of .Soviet 
ign policy success: 
rhey (the Russians) by 11 
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Browder 

Continued 

merging with rising national- 
ism, as in China, identified 
themselves with the aspiration 
of the people. If America doesn't 
understand that, it will con¬ 
tinue to have diplomatic defeats 
in a large part of the world. 

“The Soviets give the unde¬ 
veloped nations a realistic hope 
of achieving their aspirations. 
Th United States doesn’t give 
them that hope. We have a low 
capacity of leading others into 
the 20th century although we 
have more than we can offer. 
Our ways are rigid in conduct 
of foreign affairs. In that re¬ 
spect this country is more given 
to dogma than the men in the 
Kremlin. Take this adherence 
to Chiang, right or wrong, to¬ 
day, tomorrow, and forever.” 

Mr. Browder, 67, is a very un- 
revolutionary looking and act¬ 
ing man. Mild mannered, given 
to quiet speech and ♦reflection 
at each question, he gives the 
appearance of a college profes¬ 
sor. 

His mouth, however, is tight¬ 
ly drawn in determination. Oc¬ 
casionally his blue eyes glint 
as he discusses some old quar- 
sel within the party to which 
he devoted the better part of^ 
his life. j 

Mr. Browder said of his 
present political position, “I 
, am not a Communist.” He 
' went on to say a bit -sadly, 
"There is no classification for! 
me in world politics. I was 
profoundly influenced by Marx. 
But I don’t even consider my¬ 
self a Marxist” 

Speaking reflectively, with 
the well thought out caution of 
a chess player, Mr. Browder 
said he felt America would not 
accept dogma, Marxist or any ‘ 
other. To insist upon a rigid 
position has weakened and ’ 
practically destroyed th* Com¬ 
munist party in this country, 
he’ stated. 

Mr. Browder did not speak 
kindly American Commufdst 
leadership. “Stupid” was one 
cf his weaker appelations. He 
[said they had "cut themselves 
off from American traditions.” 
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Office JS/iemoYcwdum • united stat It government 

DIRECTOR, FBI (I 4 .O- 3798 ) date: n/ 13/58 

: : SAC, BOSTON (100-2608) 
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'subject: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. 
SM - C; PERJURY 


Re Boston letter to the Bureau dated 11/7/58. 

There is forwarded'~to the Bureau one copy of the monitored 
TV program over,\W JAR, Providence, Rhode Island, 10/28/58, 
in which BETTYT&DAMS acted as moderator. 

Also forwarded to New York are three copies of this transcrip¬ 
tion together with the tape. 

For the further information of the New York Division, SA JOSEPH A. 
OXLEY monitored this TV program on 10/28/58. 
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October 


Good morning, and welcome to our special Tuesday-Thursday 
series of programs. 

Before you have a chance to talk with our guest this morning. 

Itd like to give you a few of the vital statistics so that 
you'll have an idea of some of the background of-our very 
important guest* 

In 1891 in Wichita, Kansas, EARL BROWDER was born. He has 
k e ? n f student of Marx since 1907 and has been an active trade 
unionist since 191ip. He was director of the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Secretariat in Shanghai between 1927 and 1929 and then a 
member of the National Committee of the American Communist Party 
from 1921 to 191+5 and its secretary from 1930 to 19 1\3* Then, .. 
in 19 kSs Me was expelled from the Communist Party as a revision- • 
ist and as you, I'm sure, know, he has written many, many 
articles and many, many books and I am holding in my hand the 
book which has just recently been published in September of this 
year, which is a very thoughtful analysis,’ in Mr. BROWDER'S 
leisure time he has devoted himself to this kind of thinking, 
a thoughtful analysis of Marx in relationship to America. 

Well,. Mr. EARL BROWDER, I am very delighted to ha,ve you here 
to answer some of the questions that many people I know would 
like to ask of you and I'd like to ask..a question right off. 

(Q.) What do you mean when you say here in your book early in the 
second chapter that no one can accept or reject Marxism In 
total, in short, everyone is a revisionist? 

(A.) Yes, I think that it has been demonstrated over the centuries 

since Marx wrote his most important works that Marx contributed 
something to the general stream of intellectual development of 
the whole world and everyone has been influenced by them that 
has accepted part of the things that he was the first to See 
and speak out oh. At the same time, no one, even the most 
ardent followers of Marx, has been able to maintain his original 
doctrine intact. They have had to take notice that the develop¬ 
ments in the world not foreseen by Marx and, therefore, which 
required an adjustment of even those who claim to be orthodox 
Marxists and in addition to that people have been influenced by 
the particular situations that they have been in, like the 
Russians who claim to be the most orthodox of Marxists have 
been the most drastic revisionists of Marx, and one of the 
fundamental tenets of Marx which forecasts the development 
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of Socialism as a direct outgrowth of the highest capitalist 
development, whereas the- Russians have introduced Socialism 
in one of the backward countries and, therefore, in a way hot 
harmonious with the main body of Marxist doctrine. 

(Q.) I would like to ask you some specific definitions, if I may, 

Mr* BROWDER, what is a Communist? 

(A.) Well, that’s very difficult to define, especially in America 
where we have had accusations made that even President 
ROOSEVELT was a Communist or strongly influenced by Communism 
or Socialism, but, of course, these very broad definitions 
that take in so many trends and so many people are of no 
practical use whatever. Still, there is a certain sense in 
which it is true, say, that everybody has become more or less 
of a Socialist. 

(Q.) In America? 

(A.) In America and most of the world. 

(Q.) Can you give me an example? 

(A.) While the word, ’’Socialism,” is in bad repute in America, the 
actuality of social development which is at the heart, of 
Socialism is perhaps more advanced in this country than any¬ 
where . 

(Q,.) Give me a for instance. 

(A.) For instance, the basic idea of Marx in the founding of 

scientific Socialism was that it was necessary in order to 
distribute the .benefits of modern industrialization to the 
mass of the people. Marx felt that could not be done ’.under 
capitalism, but in America without changing fundamentally the 
capitalist system, we have achieved a greater development of 
the distribution of the benefits of modern industrialization 
to the people than In any other country including Russia* • 

(Q.) By legalistic means? 

(A.) Oh, yes, as a matter of fact, all developments are legal. Sven 
in Russia, the main body of the development of life is under 
laws; therefore, legal, and the revolutionary extra legal phase 
of development occur only at certain moments. 
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(Q«) I would like to ask you about the Communist Party in the 

United States#, Was this Communist Party in America .founded 
here or was it founded as a result of agents or instruments 
who were- sent from the Soviet Union to found the party in 
this country? 

(A.) The Communist movement in America was founded by members of 
the old Socialist Party that existed in America for years# 

I whs, for example,, a long-time member of the Socialist Party 
and had been associated with some of the factions in that it 
ia'ter developed into the left wing that founded the Communist 
Party* 

(Q.) W©11, during your attendance, Mr. BROWDER___ 

(A.) ^ fiiust say to complete the answer to your question that while 
it was not founded by agents from abroad, it was deeply in¬ 
fluenced by the events abroad and it was largely the inspiration 
of the .setting up of what claimed to be a socialist system 
in Russia that brought about the crystallization of the Com¬ 
munist everywhere, including America. 

(Q.) Is there, then, a very strong tangible relationship between 
Communist Parties in all countries to make and create a 
Communist International.Party? 

(A.) There was for many years a quite strong association among the 
Communist Parties until in 19lj-3 the Communist International, 
the association of communist parties, was dissolved as having 
outlived its usefulness. Since that time the centralizing 
influence in the Communist world movement has not been an 
association of parties. It has merely been the moral authority 
of the Russians as the most powerful center of the Communist 
thought which has exerted itself without direct contacts and 
not necessarily with direct contacts although they have them 
with the countries mo'st closely around Russia, and I must say 
that in my Opinion this has been a retrograde movement and has 
resulted in divorcing Communism as a movement in the west from 

the .main .. I think the Communists had quite 

a close connection with historical development even in the west 
for a period but that since the second World War and the dis¬ 
solution of the Communist International, that organic relation 
of Communists to the historical development has been broken. 
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) You said that it has outlived its usefulness. What was the 
purpose of the Communist International Party? 

) It was to provide the forum whereby the Communists could meet 
and collectively determine their course of action on the main 
points which affected all countries. 

.) The statement that I believe is a reasonably accurate quotation 
from’ Marx at the conclusion in his Manifesto says ''Working men 
of’ all countries unite" which follows the statement about the 
idea of revolution. Is this the goal of the Communistg~- world 
revolution in an active sense? 

) Well, I don’t think we get much insight into, the historical 
development by fastening attention on phrases of that kind • 
because while there may be a .certain element of real description 
in them, there are so many other modifying influences that you 
get a completely distorted picture. For example. Communists 
everywhere in the world have achieved successes In a serious 
way only to the degree that they have been able to merger 
themselves with the rising nationalisms of their country so 
that we’ll find the most serious developments of Communism, 
for example, China from about primarily through first the 
identification of the Chinese Communists with the national 
■•aspirations of the Chinese people. 

1 Well, wasn’t CHIANG interested in that, too? 

.*)In the words, yes, but in deeds he did nothing for the develop¬ 
ment of China. China remained stagnant, backward under CHIANG 
and there was no movement towards real regeneration of the 
nation. It took the Communists to make that in China and if 
America doesn’t begin to understand that, they will continue 
to have surprises and have diplomatic defeats because a large 
part,^the largest part of the world is composed of under¬ 
developed countries with strong nationalist aspirations and 
determination to master modern industrialism. The Russians 
or the Russian Communists and their followers in these countries 
give them what seems to be a realistic hope of achieving that. 
America has not yet learned how to give these countries any hope 
of quick development into the twentieth century by following the 
American example. Russia has the highest development of her own 
economy but has the lowest development of the capacity to lead 
other countries into the modern era. 
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(Q.) Well, if Communism is able to do this and Communists have the 
sta^tingism or tools, whichever word one wishes to Use, why is, 
it that the Communist Party is as you describe it in your book 
on page 79, now today only a handful, dissolved down to a 
handful of fanatics? 

(A.) Yes, that description is of the Communist Party of America, 
not of the world Communist movement. 

(Q.) What happened here? 

(A.) Well, I would say particularly in America but also generally 

in the industrialized -west ,t he Communists have lost their dynamic 
connection with the course of history. They offer no advance 
to these countries and in America particularly our American 
Communists who are so stupid to deliberately cut themselves 
off from the American tradition and became a laughing stock 
in this country. 

(Q.) Mr. BROWDER, you were expelled from the Communist Party because 
of your revisionism of the Marxist, Leninist, Stalinist philos¬ 
ophy. Tell me-, on what specif ic p<jtnb were you expelled and who 
did expell you? 

(A.) Oh, I was. expelled by the American Communists but under the 
influence of the Russians exerted specifically through an 

article published by a,. . Communist. One 

can add his own opinion as to why it occurred at that particular 
time. My opinion is that it was because I had projected very 
strongly the aim of creating a close friendship and alliance 
between America and Russia. 

(Q.)'Mr. BROWDER, if you had not been, expelled in 19i|-5., would you 
have left the Party of your own accord? 

(A.) If the Party had developed along the line that followed, I 

certainly would, and they were perhaps wiser than I when they 
saw that it was inevitable that we have a parting of the ways 
and they kicked me out before I realized the necessity of that 
parting. 

(Q.) If you should be Invited by Mr. KHRUSHCHEV or by anyone in the 

Soviet hierarchy in the Communist Party to resume your activities 
of leadership with the Communist Party in America, would you 
accept this invitation? 
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(A'i) Oh, I think that’s such a wild surmise it’s hardly worth 

considering but I can only say that it would take a good deal 
to convince me that there J had J been a fundamental change in 

line that made possible a resumption of what was a healthy 
development of the Communist trend of thought. The Communists 
in America made some contributions to American history in help¬ 
ing to bring about the social legislation that is such a marked 
characteristic of this country now in places that this country 
has built. 


(Q.) You mean that was' part of an active program of the Communist 
Party? 

(A.) Oh, yes. we were in the forefront of that whole development for 
social legislation, unemployment insurance, and so on, in 
America. 


(Q.) Were you considered subversive in those activities? 

(A.) Well, unemployment insurance was considered subversive then; 
in the early 1930’s, in fact, the labor movement was opposed 
to it and it was quite a turn in revolution in American 
thought when this became accepted. 

(Q.) Mr. BROWDER, today a lot of Americans use the term, ’’Communist 
front,” -very easily, very glibly, in referring to certain 
incidents taking place in the South as being created by 
• 'Communist agitation and so forth across the country. Are 
there Communist fronts that are acting to disunite this 
country? 

(A.) I don’t know of any. I don’t know of any. The Communists are 
very ineffective in America. They can’t make a front on any¬ 
thing or anywhere and they are so without influence that they 
have nothing to occupy themselves with -except internal 
discussions among a handful of people. 

(Q.) When you were in control of the Communist Party in America 
as Secretary, did you have specific orders, did you run this 
party in this country on the direction of the party in the 
Cominform in Soviet Russia? 

(A.) Ho, during the period when 1 was the Secretary of the Communist 
Party, the Russians kept., their hands off pretty much of the 
American Party. They interfered in some other parties pretty 
drastically but in America they let us go our own way largely. 
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I think, because as I figured it put in the years since I 
parted company •with them, largely because we were in the 
period of my leadership the Party had gained some influence 
in the country and this influence tended to help the Soviet 
Union as well as America because it was directed towards 
bringing the two countries closer together. The Russians 
wanted that then and after the war they have obviously 
decided that they didn’t want closer relations with America 
any more • That ’ s why they no longer look with favor upon me •- 

(Q,)Mi>o BROWDER, one of the things that, the problem or question 
Father, I should say, of many individuals is what is the appeal 
of Communism and the American Communist Party for individuals 
who are financially way above average -- some very unusually 
wealthy people have been strong supporters of the Communist 
Party. How is this reconciled ideologically? 

(A.) Well, I think it is very easily understood when, you consider 
that.such people are people of rather tender consciences who 
realize.their own unworthiness for the privileged position 
into which they have been born, their consciences bother them 
and they find a quick and easy way by appearing to join hands 
with the underdogs * 

(Q.) I’m thinking- especially of some of the people in the world- 

of the arts, in the theater, and so forth, who have supported, 
financially as well in other ways the Communist movement in this 
country... Have they ever been promised jobs such as, well, 

ballet or something? 

(A.) No, nothing so crude as that. As a matter of fact, you will 
find this is nothing new in American history. The original 
Communist movements of the early nineteenth century had some 
of their strongest support in America and from some of the men 
who played the biggest role in the national development of 
America. The Eutopian Communists and Socialists of the early 
1800’s found great .support In America and from prominent and 
wealthy people. I’ve only to mention the communes that were 
set-up all over America, the experiments and communal 
living which were supported by some of the great newspaoer 
men of American 
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(Q.) What about the communes that the Peiping government in China 

• ' has just recently announced? 

(A.) That’s something entirely different and something quite new.. 

(Qv) What is there common about this? 

|A<) It has no direct relations with the development of Marxist 

? doctrine at all. That’s quite contrary to the way Marx foresaw 
the development towards socialism. 

(Q.) Are you saying Mr. NILE is a revisionist? 

(A.) The Chinese have become again among the most drastic revision- 

; ists of Marx, 

(Q.) Well, what is going to happen in the relationship with China 
and Russia? Has Russia ever done anything quite as drastic 
as the type of commune that China has just announced? 

(A.) No, no, no, nothing of the kind in the history of any of the 


(Q.) Well, who is calling the terms between China and Russia? Is 
it the government of Peiping and Moscow* ' Is it- 
two individuals who are powerful or is it the Communist Party 
as a worldwide movement with individuals in positions of 
power within the Party? 

(A.) There’re two great societies which are mutually influencing 
one another. Nobody’s the boss there but the Russians have 
the position of the initiative in the .sense that they have 
the greatest development of modern industry,, they have the 
prior positions in international, affairs and the Chinese are 
still in the position of being faced with the challenge to 
their right to belong to the international Community., American’ 
position on China throws China into the arms of Moscow. They 
have no alternative. 

(Q.) Mr.* BROWDER, getting back to America, one of th© other areas 
that is confusing so many people is this. During the period 
when there were even more investigations in Congress, many 
people did not understand why if a person sincerely believed 
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in Communist doctrine, he would not expect the statement or 
say 1 was a Communist or I am a Communist but would rely, on 
his constitutional right to use the amendment* Why is-this so 
and do you believe people should be required to name their 
political affiliation? 

(A*) I think that it has been generally with some exceptions in the 
state on the part of people to make such wholesale resort to 
the Fifth Amendment and avoid stating their position and 
answering questions. I think there are occasions in which it’s 
quite legitimate, quite,, it’s always legitimate, but I mean 
it-’ s quite 

(Q.) Reasonable? 

(A.) Reasonable. However, I think that it would have been much 
better for the healthy development of the country if there 
had been much more frankness in the discussing of these 
questions on the one side and on the other side less persecu¬ 
tion of the people on account of opinions. 

A period which is passing in America but still has some 
remnants of it left but this persecution fcr opinions is 
peculiarly un-American and I consider it the real subversive 
trend in America today. It's too much copying the Russians. 

(Q.) Mr# BROWDER, I would like to ask you very briefly what you 
think the United States of America should do in competing 
with the Communist influence as far as these undeveloped 
nations are concerned. After all, we are giving foreign aid, 
aren l t we, in many areas of the world? 

(A.) Yes, but I’m afraid that even when we give the aid, we do it in 
such a way as to create resentments against America. W© have 
to learn a new technique of handling such questions. First of 
all, we*11 have to learn how to understand these countries 
much more. America doesn’t make a serious effort to understand 
the undeveloped countries. And we’ve got to get closer to them 
and seeing the questions from their side, from their point of 
view, and then we’ve got to get a technique whereby we place 
the responsibility for the way in which America* s aid is used 
on these people themselves so-that they cannot think America 
is imposing America’s detailed leadership. 


- 
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(Q*)How would you go about doing It? 

(A.) Through the United Nations* 

(Q.)G-ive the money to the United Nations and have the United 
Nations give it to the various missions? 

(A.)Yes, and then in a brief and perhaps vulgarized way that’s the 
thing to do* Let the peoples in the United Nations themselves 
work out the difficulties of this thing, not have America take 
the honors of being responsible for every disappointment* 

(Q.)Mr. BROWDER, if you were asked to define your political 
philosophy today, what would you say in a short, brief 
sentence it is? 

(A.)I would say it. is a twentieth century modification of the 
liberalism of Marx. 

And that, probably, Mr. BROWDER, is one of the most revision¬ 
ist statements that i have heard* But you have been a delightful! 
guest, you’ve been a helpful guest, and for this not only do I, 

• but all the people who have had a chance to meet you this 
morning, thank you very, very sincerely. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be here. 

And I hope you will want to look at Mr. BROWDER’ S book, it is, 
thoughtful and you’ll learn a lot from it and perhaps hopefully 
gain some of this understanding about the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and especially in America and especially Mr. 
BROWDER’s own thoughts on the subject of Karl Marx.. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) 

FROM : SAC, NEWT YORK (100-25693) 

O 

SUBJECT: EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. 
"'SM-e-.... ^ 


On 11/12/58 a pretext telephone call was made to/; 
EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, by SA ANTHONY D. LEONE under the -' f 
guise of a newspaper reporter making inquiries concerning 
BROWDER* S proposed trip abroad. \j t i 


During this call an individual who identified 
himself as BROWDER advised that he was leaving for London 
on Sunday, 11 / 16 / 58 , for a proposed two months stay. He 
advised that he was leaving by BOACon Flight 550, leaving 
Idlewild Airport at 11:00 p.m. He stated his first stop 
would be in London where he said he will be lecturing and 
"renewing old acquaintances." He stated he was going to 
stay at the Strand Palace Hotel. He further advised that 
after his stay in London he will go to Paris where he will 
stay at Regents Hotel. He stated most of his time would be 
spent in London. BROWDER further stated that at this time 
he does not know what other countries he will visit, but 
will know more about that after he gets to Europe.^ 
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SUBJECT: EARL RUSSElk/BROWDER 
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ReNYairtel dated 11/12/58, 

On 11/16/58 the Security Officer, BOAC, advised that 
the name of EARL BROWDER was listed as a passenger on Flight 550 
which departed Idlewild Airport at 11:00 p,m, on II/I 6 / 58 . 
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We are presently in the process of reviewing all bulky ( 
exhibits presently on hand, in order that we may weed.out those 
which will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inasmuch 
as a great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to inactive 
cases and are occupying badly needed space, it is requested that 
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above- 
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Synopsis Continued 


prosequi in the perjury case against 
EARL BROWDER. 



On October 13, 1958, T-l advised that EARL . 
BROWDER, as of that date, resided at the apartment house 
located at 7 Highland Place, Yonkers, New York. 

_ / 

Employment 

On December 3> 1957» T-l advised that as of 
that date, EARL BROWDER was unemployed, but did some 
writing from his home. J, 

On October 13, 1958, T-l advised that EARL 
BROWDER, as of that date, was unemployed, but did some 
writing from his home. 

f 

Status of Health 

On August 14, 1958, T-l advised that EARL 
BROWDER appears to have aged and to have ’’slowed down w j 
that he ;:now favors his right arm and keeps it almost 
rigid at his side, V 
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** 


T-l stated that when BEOUDER tries to use his 
right hand, it trembles quite noticeably. T-l stated 
that he suspects BROISDER. may have had a slight stroke 
recently. 


II. PROPOSED TRAVEL ABROAD 

On August 6, 1958, the Passport Office of the 
United States Department of State, advised that the 
subject initiated inquiry with the State Department 
concerning the possibility of his travelling to Europe* 


The subject’s passport file was reviewed on 
September 3> 1938, by SA WINFRED H. ANDERS* 


The file contained an application for passport 
submitted by the subject in the name of EARL RUSSELL 
BROWDER, which was dated February 11, 1958, at Hew 
York City. This application reflected that EARL 
BROWDER, had not been outside the United States since 


19i|6. 


The application reflected that; BliOWDESR desired 
a passport to permit his departure from Hew York City 
on or about April 1, 1958, via “ship” for an intended^ 
stay abroad in France, England, and possibly brief trips 
to Switzerland, Ita ly, and Yugoslavia, for the purpose 
of visiting his sonj|who was spendinga year in / 
Europe on a National science Foundation Fellowship* 



By letter, dated June 11, 1958, to the Fassport 
Office, BROXiDER referred to his application of February, 
1958, mentioning he was compelled to cancel his plans 
for a trip to Europe in April and May of 1958, but that 
there t*j&s a possibility for him to renew his planned trip 
in August. 


By letter, dated July 30, 1958, the Passport 
Office informed BROWDER that he was requested to submit 
evidence of his release from the bail restrictions 
imposed in September, 1952, as a result of the indictment 
rendered against him for violation of Section 1015 (A) of 
Title 18, United States Code, in the United States District 
Court of the Southern District of Hew York* 


-3 
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On September 15, 1958# SA HILMEE H. KREBS obtained 
from the Passport Office, a copy of an order of the United 
States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
signed by DAVID N. EDELSTEIN, United States Judge, dated 
September 8, 1958, in the case “United States of America 
against SAUL BROWDER, Defendent, C139-257• 

This court order permitted BROWDER to travel to 
Europe and to leave New York Gity on or about November 1, 
1958, and to return on or about February 1, 1959* This 
order stipulated that BROWDER “shall appear before this 
court within one week of the receipt by his attorney, 
who has signed a Notice of Appearance herein* of a 
written communication to that effect from the United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of New York 1 ** 
BROWDER consented to be bound by the provisions of this 
court order as did JEROME J. LONDIIT, an Assistant United 
States Attorney (AUSA)* 

On October 3, 1958, Mr. CARROLL H. SEELY, <3R., 
Passport Office, Department of State, furnished the file 
on EARL RUSSELL BROWDER to SA HIIMER H. KREBS. 

The file reflects that on October 3, 1958, pass¬ 
port number 1243188 was issued to EARL RUSSELL BROADER. 

The passport was valid for the period of November 1, 1958, 
to February 1, 1959. It is not to be amended, extended, or 
revalidated, without the expressed authorization of the 
Department of State. 

The “New York Post 1 * issue of October 26, 1958, 
page 22, under the heading “Browder*s London Visit 0k*d“, 
reflected that “former United States Communist Party (CP) 
leader, EARL BROWDER, has received a passport and will 
leave for London on November 16, to discuss publication 
there of* his new book, *Marx and America* according to 
his publishers”# 




NY 100-25693 




III. ACTIVITIES OB' AND OPINIONS 
EXPRESSED BY EARL BROWDER 


On January 20, 1958, T-2 advised that on 
January 19, 1958, there was a social gathering of members 
of the CP in Chicago, Illinois. At this gathering, 

ROBERT THOMPSON made the statement that he knows that EARL 
BROWDER visits JOE STAROBIN. ... 

THOMPSON further stated that NAT ROSS is in 
contact with STAROBIN and EARL BROWDER* 

THOMPSON said that ROSS, BROWDER, JOHN GATES, 
and STAROBIN may try to form an organization consisting 
of socialist-minded people. 

The CP has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
lOlj-50. 

On May 1 k, 1958, T-3 advised that ROBERT THOMPSON 
is the National Organization .Secretary of the CP, USA. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities, United 
States House of Representatives Report entitled, “Investigation 
of Communist Propaganda in the United States - Part Five 
(New York City area) tt , pages 305 to 319> contains the 
testimony of JOSEPH STAROBIN before the Sub-Committee of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 13, 1957# in 
New York City. 

r 

STAROBIN testified he was a reporter for the 
“Daily Worker 11 from 19k-2, onward, became one of the editors 
of the “Daily Worker 11 , and was a foreign editor until the 
beginning of 1951-1-# and that he was a member of the CP from 
1931}., until late in 1953* 

The “Daily Worker 11 was an east coast Communist 
daily newspaper which suspended publication with its issue 
of January 13# 1958* , f 

T-l| advised on December 27# 1956, that NAT ROSS 
was leaving the CP. The informant stated that ROSS was a 
supporter of the JOHN GATES faction of the CP. 


- 5 - 






NY 100-25693 

T-5 advised on March. 19, 1957, that HAT ROSS 
had quit the CP* The informant stated that ROSS was 
bitter toward the CP due to the fact that the Party had 
thrown him out of a job after years of work and leadership. 

“The Hew York Times”, dated January 11, 1958, 
page one, carried an article stating that JOHN GATES, on 
the previous day, January 10, 1958? publicly announced 
his resignation from the editorship of the “Daily Worker" 
and the CP, .. 

The article quoted part of GATES’ letter of 
resignation from the GP in which GATES stated he had 
left the CP “because I feel that the CP has ceased to 
be an effective force for democracy, peace, and socialism 
in the United States"* 

On January 22, 1958, T-6 advised that EARL 
BROWDER invited JOHN GATES to dinner for the night of 
January 30, 1958. T-6 advised that JOE STAROEIH was also 

invited to this dinner. 

On February 3, 1958, T-7 advised that on that 
date at a meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, EUGENE DENNIS 
stated that JOE STAROBIN and EARL BROWDER have been 
meeting regularly ever since last summer, A. 

The “Daily Worker“, issue of February lij., 1957, 
page one, column one, reflects that the delegates to the 
16th National CP Convention approved a proposal submitted 
to the newly elected 20-member National Committee that 
the eleven members living in New York City should serve 
as a Temporary National Administrative Committee. EUGENE 
DENNIS was elected to the new National Committee, CP, USA, 
and is a member of the Temporary National Administrative 
Committee. / ( 

The “Daily Worker", issue of June Ij., 1957, page 
two, column one, contained an article entitled "Seven 
CP National Secretaries Named", The article stated that 
EUGENE DENNIS was elected as Secretary of National Affal rs 
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On March 3, 1958* T-8 advised that at a meeting 
of the State Executive Board of the CP at Minnesota, held 
on February 27, 1958, an individual present stated that he 
had heard a rumor in New York to the effect that a new 
paper was to be formed with NAT ROSS and EARL BROWDER 
heading up the newspaper. 

'X'(U) 

On March 5, 1958, T-3 advised that ROBERT 
THOMPSON, on March l\. f 1958, in a conference, stated that 
a problem confronting the CP is that "EARL BROViDER, JOE 
STAROBIN, and the JOHN GATES group, are attempting to 
organize a new paper". They have appealed to people 
who have left the Party in recent years, particularly , 
to those who had been donors or trade union leaders, 

The "New York Post", dated May 19, 1958, in a 
column entitled "The Lyons Den" by LEONARD LYONS, reflected 
that LYONS stated that in his new book, "Marx and America", 

EARL BROViDER "will offer a new angle on capitalism and Marxism". 
LYONS stated that "BROWDER, the one-time CP candidate for 
President, will maintain that American capitalism with its 
high wages, refutes, MARX* doctrine that capitalism inevitably 
means the steady impoverishment of workers. BROWDER also 
will show how MARX’ own theory divorced from dogma, gives 
the clearest explanation of the rise of American economy 
to world domination", j 

"The New York Times", issue of June ij., 1958, page 
three, under the heading "Books - Authors" reflects that 
"when EARL BROVIDER was expelled as a ’revisionist’ from the 
CP in 1945, he began a restudy of the theories of KARL MARX. 

The result of this research is ’Marx and America’ which 
DUELL, SLOANE, and PEARCE plans for August publication. The 
author discusses the contradictions within Marxist theory, 
particularly as applied to America". 

The "New York Post", issue of August lij., 1958, 
contains a column entitled "MIKE WALLACE Asks". This 
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column is in the form of questions and answers. On said 
date, the person being interviewed was EARL BROWDER, 

Pertinent parts of this interview are set out as follows? 

tt Q. What’s wrong with Soviet Russia?** 

11 A* They’ve not begun the process of involving the common 
people in their own destiny. Everything is forced on 
the people. They have freedom in things that don’t affect 
the destiny of the state, but in things that do, they are 
restricted**. 

**Q. Should people have the opportunity to guide themselves?** 

11 A. Yes, this is very important. This thought is included 
in Marxist theory. Do you know that MARX is considered a 
subversive influence in Soviet Russia today?** 

**££• Why?** 

**A. Students who read MARX get the fundamental questioning 
of the Communist State from him, because MARX teaches 
something different from what is practiced there. That is 
why the Soviet Union established strict thought control. 
Marxist thought differs from what is there now, therefore, 
he is subversive. 

**Q. What can America learn from KARL MARX?** 

**A. .... We can learn that our lagging in our productive 
economy is unnecessary. It comes from a lag in the 
adjustment of our system to the new possibility of growth. 
Unfortunately, we think in terms of old rather than of new.*’ 

**Q. This sounds a little like the ROCKEFELLER Report** 

**A. Yes, there is something of that in here. We consistently 
see the rediscovery of old things. You find more than an 
echo of I-IABX in the ROCKEPE LLES Report. 

**Q. If you had to make a bet, which power would you say 
will survive in the year 2,000 closest to its present form, 
the United States, or Russia?** 

tt A. Probably Russia. I see America surviving, but in 
transformation. ’* 
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“Qw Do you see the United States as a Socialist State?” 
“A. Yes, sharing the benefits of productivity ^ith the 
masses in a growing economy.” 

“Q,. 'What comment have you to make on the American CP?” 

”A. What can one say about a ghost? It exists only as 
a shadow of the past. It is nothing but a specter.” 

EARL BROWDER was interviewed on the NBC-TV 
program, “Today”, on Wednesday, August 27* 1958, by 
CHARLES VAH DOR EH and FRANK BLAIR. During this interview, 
BROWDER stated that “American Communist leadership has 
proven itself incompetent, and out of touch with reality, 
and quite stupid”* BROWDER stated that “KARX himself 
niade some basic mistakes in estimating the role of 
America in the development of world capitalism”, BROWDER 
stated that “it is to these deeper historical origins 
of the failure of Communism that I direct most of my 
attention in my new book”. ,* > 

VAN DOREN asked BROWDER, “while you were the 
head of the Party, did you ever receive orders from , 
Russia?” ‘ *„ 


BROWDER rep Ted ”Ho. The Russians strangely 
enough in view of their record in the last 10-15 years, 
treated me with a great deal of respect so long as they 
let me remain at the head of the Party, and I had a 
pretty free hand with very little interference. I, of 
course, always had to take into consideration, the Communist 
prejudices andrso on ever sin©® I began to question some 
of the dogmas of Marxism as long as I was the head of 
the Party, I was not in a position to challenge them 
head-on. In fact, I was not in a position to really 
think through the problems until I got separated from 
all that.” 
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IV. STATUS OF PERJURY CASE ON EARL BROWDER 

"The Haw York Times**, issue of April 8, 1958, 
page 19, under the heading “BROWDER* s Bail Is Cut* 1 , 
reflected that Federal Judge JOHN M. GASHIH, on .April 7, 

1958, reduced from #2,500.00 to #1,000*00, the bail 
“posted by EARL BROWDER on a five-year old per jury charge**, f 

According to the article, BROWDER and his wife 
were charged with lying at a 19li-9 Immigration Hearing when 
they denied that Mrs, BROWDER, who was born in Russia, had 
been a member of the CP. 

On October 28, 1958, AUSA LAWREHCE MC GALLEY, 

Southern District of Hew York, advised SA THOMAS J. CROKE, JR., 
that permission had been granted by the United States 
Department of Justice, to file a nolle prosequi in the 
perjury case against EARL BROWDER, I, 

V 

V. MISCELL AHEOUS 


The Hew York “Herald Tribune“, on February 26, 1958, 
reported from Moscow, under dateline of February 25, 1958, 
that a leading Soviet publication devoted to Communist 
theory, “Voprosy Istorii" (Historical Questions), had 
denounced the suggestion that democratic centralism be 
eliminated and Moscow guidance of world Communism be ended. 
The article in tho “Herald Tribune** states “EARL BROWDER, 
JOHN GATES, and HOWARD FAST, former members of the 
American Ccm-.unist Party, were reproved as prominent ‘soft* 
offenders. WILLIAM 2. FOSTER, Chairman Emeritus of the 
Party, on the other hand, was praised for insisting that 
the United States is not exempt from the dictates of 
* Marxism - Leninism* ... “ 

The “Daily Worker 1 * of May 6, 1957, page three, 
columns one to five, reflected that at a meeting of the 
national Committee of the OP in Hew York City, held on 
April 27, 28, 1957, WILIIAM Z. ROSTER was elected 
Chairman Bneritus. 

U 


- 10 . 
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HOWARD PAST was interviewed on September 4-* 1957# 
by SAS EDWARD W. BUCKLEY and HERBERT P. LARSON. *j 

During this interview, PAST advised that he 
joined the Tom Paine Club of the CP in 1934-* but left the 
Club after attending only one meeting. /, 

He stated that in 194-3* he again joined the 
CP and remained a member until 1956. > 

On September 18, 1958, T-9 advised that he had 
heard that BROWDER applied for membership in the Socialist 
Party. 










DECLASSXFXCATXOH MJTMRITY DERIVED WB£M: 
7BI AUTCXl^TI;: CEILASSIJICATIOH GUIDE 
DATE 08-20-2018 


BY: 


M 




/I 


A 


TO 


FROM 


1 / 


ce Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (4-0-3798) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 


b6 

b7C 


SUBJECT: 


v 

\f\ 


EARL RUSSELL ''BROWDER, was. 
SM-C; PERJURY 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

jr- 11/19/58 //fw 

1 ' - «-f roR 


Enclosed herewith are the original and three 
copies of the report of SA THOMAS J. CR0KE, JRNew 
York, dated and captioned as above. Also enclosed 
are four copies of a letterhead memorandum relating 
to the reliability of informants whose identities 
are concealed by the use of T symbols. 

REFERENCE 


„ + 0 5 n ^oI? MAS J * CR0KE ’ ro - f WMmmxmmmd 

dated December 20, 1957. KSRBM ISlM$CsSfFIED EXCEPT 

ADMINISTRATIVE WHERE SHJwf^THERWlSE. 


It is to be noted that on October 10, 1958, 

Iwho are familiar with some 


b7D 


phases of the Socialist; Party - Social Democratic 
Federation (SP-SDF) in New York City, advised that 
they had heardd nothing concerning an application by 
EARL BROWDER to join the SP-SDF. 


On October 2, 1958, 


(T-l in 


enclosed report), advised tnat m axx probability 
he would be In a position to ascertain ssome of BR0WDER*s 
travel plans • He pointed out that BROVJDER presently 
has stored in the basement, luggage and storage room, 
at 7 Highland Place, a quantity of trave l , lugga ge 
including trunks and suitcases; that he,|___ _ _J_ : 


k 


! l j' 

if f 




has 


the o nl y key to the storage room and that BROWDER 
would have to secure this luggage through him. 


C'/ 


2- Bureau (40-3798) (Ends. 8) (jrai) 

3- New York (100-25693) 1 t* 


132 
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INFORMANTS 


Date of Activity 
Identity and/or Description 
of Source of Information 


Agent 

Date to whom 

Received Furnished 


File Number 

Where 

Located 


rp-T 


Residence 


12/3/57 


b7D 


100-25693- 

1490 


Residence 

Employment 

Employment 

Health 


10/13/58 

12/3/57 

10/13/58 


SA DANIEL®. Instant Report 
LUCKING 

100-25693-1490 
2LB. Instant Report 
100-25693-1490 


Mci 



EARL BROWDER 
visits JOE 
STAR0BIN 


Used to document 
ROBERT THOMPSON; 
EARL BROWDER, JOE 
STAROBIN, JOHN 
GATES Group 
attempting to 
organize new 
paper 




T-k 



»d to document 
ROSS. 


100«25693«l4 b7D 


b7D 


b7D 


2 
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- 





INFORMANTS, CON'D 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity Agent File Number 

and/or Description Date to whom Where 

of Information Received Furnished Located 



ITsed to document NAT 
ROSS. 


T-6 


EARL BROWDER invited 
JOHN GATES- to dinner. 



JOE STAROBIN and 

EARL BROWDER have been 

meeting. 


BROWDER applied for 
membership in the 
Socialist Party 


b7D 


b3 

b7D 


LEADS 

NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will continue to follow this case with the 
United States Attorney of the Southern District of New York. 

Will ascertain subjects travel plans. 



a 





r T' 


FD-305 (12-4^57) 

*■ H 
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fc, u 


JL 


□ 


Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 

The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

1 is not available. 


j~A suitable photograph | y | is [_ 

[“Xl Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

| | Subject is employed in a key facility and _ 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 

agencies are _______ ♦ 

m This report is classified OONFiftaNg lAL because 


(state reason) the information h%pbrttsd from T-2 
through T-9 could reasonably result in the identification 
of confidential informants of continuing value aftd 
compromise their future effectiveness. 


[Xl Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
over the years he has consistently refused to 
cooperate with the FBI during previous interviews. 


|-1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom¬ 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
pT"I This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason)although 
the subjects current activities as such do not 
warrant his retention on the SI, due to the fact 
that the subject has had knowledge of and assisted 
in espionage activities of the CP in the past, and 
due to his long history of association with the CP 
in a leadership capacity, it is recommonded that he 
be retained on the SI. (See report of SA JAMES E. 
HANLON, NY, dated 12/31/56). 







V 
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ISttfinfr §tales IH'pavtnumi nf ^Justice 
Meftstal Umztm nf Inuesttsatimt 


New York,' New York 
November 3-9, 1958 


Earl Russell Browder, with 
aliases 

Security Matter - C; Perjury 


Reference is made to the report of Special 
Agent Thomas J. Croke, Jr., at New York, dated and 
captioned as above. 

T-l is in a position to furnish reliable 
information. 

T-2, through T-9, inclusive, have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 

This is loaned to you by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and neither it nor its contents 
are to be distributed outside the agency to which 
j loaned. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 V 

Jr " p 

Office R/LeM0VdMduf}2 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 0*0-3798) DATE: 11/21/58 

I 

^01OM : SAC, ITEU YORK (100-25693) 

I SUBJECT: EARL RUSSELL BROADER 

Six — c 

i Re report of SA IHOi-IAS J. CHORE, Jr., AY, dated 

|-,11/19/50. 

On 11/21/58 nr. LAM:SAC0 KcGAULSY, AUsA, SDNY 
aovised SA l HO MAS J. CROxIE, Jr. that he had been notified 
by the Department of Justice by letter dated ll/l0/58 that 
the indictment outstanding against BROwD 'JR should not be 
: ; dismissed at this time. 

It is also pointed out that the Boston Office has 
, bL-hovered the lead set out in rerep. 

' \ 0 : -fj 

\ ■ S' As the only lead 'Utstanding in this matter is to 

; M-t*. follow the nor jury case against the subject with the USA, 

SI'aFY this case is being placed in a pending inactive status 
^ in tho i‘Y0. 

2 - Bureau' : (4’0-*37?8J (RK )$& 66 * >' (f/3 

1 - New York (100-25693) (4 ^ / 9 

TJC:Hkl M 3fT last, 

(3) ... Z^W 

• btuz ' ‘ —V#* 


* *> ' 11 









H E lbbked .like, a, retired Kentucky, 
colonel Our : . eyes : , metymtough me . 
•prickly' ha 2 fe of an, all-Americatf icigalv 
! To-the,West -End cocktail- drinkets aVbund us .] 
he looked a typical, though Tired* American 
tourist. / ' ■ 

, . Btit’ I. kite# . him as^the. .mlght-have^beeii 
i Gomihuttist dictator 6i Aftterica;. ‘ ' •>-• •' . - . ' * *• ’ 

. - :Ebf Vthfe ted mail facing Eari;Brd.waferrfprmefly. ; 

•America’s No. i Communist wa$ on two.occasions—1936 and ; 
1940—ran,for-tfcS. President-&n*t Communist.ticket. - ,•;• 

They'called hkh the“ Yankee Sfcalm. . - 
„ 3rowde&* -had* just, flown, In- . ■ . ' *v*‘ 

from HewYbrkdnai brand' new 
passport wlthHeld from. him -for 
13 : years; ,He“ is- -here' to launch' 

-His* book; “;Marx and .America,’V 
jH& - rqid. friend 

- Harry Pdllitt. 'would Have; a fit 
-if- He saw -me noWt~if. anyone 
^spotted,, Him. talking to me, he 
Would^ lbsethefeW remaining f. 

■ followers- he-has.” .. 

• v; For, like :©tiigariin, Molotov; / 

: and :Malenkoy,. ..-Browder- has -; 
i -toppled -and fallen, .under the 
“ deviationist;”' 'stigma; ' V ;ifi§ 


turn 9 


. Ifl THAT Mr.* B; is.; going 
Vi/ throukht * now f flu Russia* '" 
jf/.T Browder -knows, only too - 
vfell.... But Browder Has avoided 
'“confessing ahd is 1 ninfepen- 
ytaht i“> ‘ ■ * “ - * , * 


EARL S&6WDER, 

H£ ,foCLOWEd Molotov 


'“It. was the -best tnrh.anyon e. 
li!fy i iluiii.fa ie.wheh-THEY -rlflidjv 
He-Vldoked- byer hi&; shoulder*—'; 
‘nidckedyme'oufc- • a' v * 

, ,v .think; vbfi 

Kni-shcHey--?- & 1; asked; t - * ;. * % , 
r u mM?; 'THe^snorted^^-^hb -is* 
•just 'a- 'Johnny-cdnie-lately., X 
kneW the, -iouhd&rs. of fhed 

- party*,. the. tough old;. .guard; * 

; iqueriedf^Stalin:?,$/,,; 

- " “ ; A' very 'great mam t; ;A . very; : 
^criminal: - man -top; * He over- , 
sMdowMl .ev’er^bhb-^eyeh * .my* •' 
old) friend Mblotov;. whbbi i'lasfc;' 
-inei® Moscow ifi X946;” ' . •*«' 

He -chuckled,^: ..^Look, Whefp * 
is : /now;’ r; * ;,' '" * \ ^; 

-;; Mistakes 

B ' RDWDBR' was :j?urged\ in ‘ 
1946; .for ; 4 ' betraying , me. 
-principles \S& Marxism ' and 
leninism ,and ‘deserting, -to.ythe - 
Mde -df/:'.the-class;-e‘riemy~-Am6ri- 
cah monopolistic capital;?' ,, / * 
; Bast- night he laughed. wryly * 

- this., ..“.Capital^ he; 'ex- 
‘claimed* “X ahl a; very poor man 
indeed*” 7 * ‘ ■ *' *- - / ’ 

,, >x asked ; him, about his- book; ^ 
“ It i^7-ah--attempt, ;to -examine 
■some ; key ;mistakes'* which Karl 
Marx- V niade f wheh; -we ^examine 
; His' work- in- the. hght-7of-AmOri-; 
-can experience:^ . - 7 * ^ . 


It wasnhly With ;the helpibf Hib 
7tea’chih|;; that ,X was ; 'ablbr'td 
; nhdefstafid;this-imistakes; ?! t l *' 

U X 'Shook Hands. witfl^hiS ;fia^, 

. .been, .this, might-have-been, vthls"; 
lonely bld mah inv th'e'?,Wlidei>; 
ness- of disiUudonmefit. > \ ; 

\ - shiiled and said::' “’X In list; 

sleef*. x am .so: th§d;“ X 
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NOV. 19, 1958 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was. "'*r* U 7g> 

SM - C ’ 

Bufile 40-379& 

OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACH* 

3 AMERICAN EMBASSY AO , ipFi 

. 10NDON, ENGLAND, 


An jroFteAtfoiv com^s^eo 
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^^TANOARD^ORM NO. 64 


ft-- ''It' 

//„.. - ;4 


Office Menffitandum • united stK^es gove^ ment 

to : Director, FBI (40-3798) date: November ^ ^ 

Legat, London (100-239) 


-FRO 

& 


SUBJECT: 


( / 




i 


EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, was, 
SI-1 - C 


< 1’*31'6P_ ;— -y—- > 

(f?. i .ffi 


Re Bureau routing slip 10/24/58, with enclosures, in¬ 
dicating that subject BROWDER intends to visit his son 
who is reportedly studying here under a National Science 
Foundation fellowship. 


This is to advise that f 



London, England, informed on November lb, 1958, that 
subject BROWDER arrived at London Airport from New York 
on November 17* 1958, and was landed for four weeks. He 
gave his address as the Strand Palace Hotel, The Strand, 
London, England. 

There is attached an article which appeared in the London 
"Daily Express" for November 19, 1958, regarding subject’s 
visit to this country. J 

RUC. ' Y ■ * - 

<, / X, 

* * -- iu' *■/' . V / {J 

i X 


5 - Bureau (Enel. 1) 
1 - London 
JACrmas 
( 6 ) 



•ADDENDUM: Since typing the above, a report has been 
received on November 19, 1958, under a 


i 


b7D 



\- 


The Bureau will be advised if subje ct co mes to security 
notice. ^ ilvlf "" 

, . ?.tC- l.'OV -IS 1953^' ,i 

^ 'C,/, 

• > f \ ]» f * t * ■ • ‘f M ^T'^Sv. I J ■ ' 

W. 1 !.'’?' ly'-J t. . , £ 










standard form NO. 64 


Office Mt 


UNITED STa 


JINMENT 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (IOO-I7698) 


abe? ; 25, 1958 b 6 


SUBJECT: 


EARI»BROMDER 
IS - c 




(Qo 3 

Re Detroit letter to Bureau, with cop ies tckBoston 
and Los Angeles, dated 9/12/58, reflecting that I I- b 

son of EARL BROWDER, was married on 6/1/58, at Brooicune, ' b 
Massachusetts, to| I who was born in Pomona, 

California* 7 <r - &* 

_- On 9/24/58, SE EARL F. DUDLEY checked the records of 

the"Bureau of Vital Statistics of Los Angeles County* Los Ange les. 
Cali fornia, which reflected ini | b 

that | | a~c Pomona b 

Valley community Hospital. Pomona. California* Tfe^ faf.bA-p _ 

a, APPROX, OTIS HAMILTON^EE, 


certified by ELWYN H. WELCH, M.D., Physician, |- ^ 

Pomona, California, and the certificate was fl ieq 

APP8023../v%-^---- 

On 9/30/58, no record of OTIS HAMILTON b f 

-r-LEE, or DOROTHY DEMTRACOPOULOU (LEE) was located with the Credit /b 
approx, Bureau, 660 South Garey Avenue, Pomona, California, which also 
covers Claremont, California, according to Mrs ♦ ORPHA LANG, 

’ ' -- Supervisor. On 9/3Q/58, no record of these persons was located 
in the files of the Identification Bureau of the Pomona Police 
Department, according to Mrs. BONNIE MILLER, Clerk, nor on 11/17/58, 
with the Claremont Police Department, according to Sergeant JACK 
MARTIN*- /!;. / aj V ^ If , 

/ 

As of IO/23/58, no identifiable information was located 
r- in the files of the Los Angeles Off ice regarding OTT-fl HA | MILTQN LEE, 
W DOROTHY LEE nee DEMETRACOPOULOU, or l b ee LEE, be 

\ J with variations. b7c 


The above is being submitted for information, 




2 - Bureau (Registered) *7 - ^ _ 

2 - Boston (Registere d) • ~ ^ yf ' ’ ""~ 7 r 

2 - Detroitl I (Registered) A p n?r t lrrr ,\ 

1 - Los Ang elas tW - 17698) /yM) W ' h ./U 

TTRu Alf 


j»:C S 


.if _ * 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Me 



m 



DIRECTOR, RBI (40-3798) 
LEGAT, BOM (100-622) 


UNITE 



DATE: 


s 9 ? 

! ~ 


INMENT 


12 / 15/58 






SUBJECT: 



EARL RUSSELL BR07/DER, was. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



/ 

/ 

* * 


Reference is made to New York Office memorandum dated IO/ 9/58 
concerning' captioned subject, a copy of which memorandum was referred to 
the Bonn Office. 




Enclosed for 
a letter dated November 


the informat ion of the Bureau is one copy of _ 

1958 from the I I 


b7D 


]and its enclosure, a clipping from the London Daily Express of 11/19/58, 
j concerning BROlVDERo It is to be noted that at that time BROWDER was in 
| London in connection with the sales program for his book ’’Marx and America . n 

! _ ’ 

P. -*T- 


4 - Bureau (Enc-2) 
1 - Bonn 
\(5) ViPDjtlc 










ttE .looked likfe a retired; Kenluqky/ 


■ ' • r *'* ' r '* l tr * ;* ' : *r ^ r v \^ : »;■ 

:;TSnew . fj 

eomfeuiiist dictator 6j Afiifefeifea. ■; ' ^ ^ ' J'V ;'.JI 


; ^.Tiiey called^lllm mie ;‘^ank6£ ;Staliifc 
; 4 Browder * :Md r itist, ??flown ,, : , . > ; 
from} NeW "Tonepn*a Tgmd^new* 

4 /passport* ; witbiiel(Lfrqpr 


, nu&'.uuunrf! * + ',+r ., i 

: v^gsf^a<fci. “JM-y'.old 

Harry - Poffltt. '-would-hftve^iM v 
: if', he sftw; me now^-rlf- anyone- 


~ t - .: iji & - • 

•" Porj 3ilce-xBulganifi-, ; :^oIotoy<'';;; 
and Malenkov,- Bfowder: has : : 

. toppled and iallen trndfer lire ; 
“deviationist’”-Sclgnia-. ... - ;- - 


rlA/ itl&oUgli?^; •& j 

. V V Browder KnO«av'6“l3?;.j^f •’ 
Bu«: BroMer. ,htei .ayold^:., < 
“iconising -- add asv.umepajs.. < 





ROWDER 


^■kicked' me but.’’ " ■."> . , ■?.•indeed-^ ; .• ?r. 

>- kii ;Wiiat.''-’d6 , yojf' rfelhk-.; ''of: ^£;^ke^ : -Itej ! lMji^;^^kVi 

T^ , ^ticVinhov 9\ ,> t . J r sut?t6itipt to ^x&itiinei., 

v K «STlie -siiortMi 


safe 


.teis nbw, 


Mistakes 


‘TI^OWBBR’ Was.. agwJpSl 

. : f-vl946 for, ^betraying: f thej[, * 
#^prin&ple&, Of 5 - 

; ( Beninisrri* aMai ; deserting “to, W, ; 
:s&d&;6t\ tfche 


".■"r'y-.Stephem 
CoHstianti 


f P V '*9 £&£t3dn**Vti ^ 
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« FOREIGN SERVICE * 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The American Embassy 
Rome, Italy 


Date: 

To: 

-Prom: 

Subject: 


December 23, 1958 
Director, FBI (40-3798) 

Legat, Rome . (100-215) 

o 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER 
SM - C 



Re New York memorandum dated October 9, 
1958, and Bulet dated November 14, 1958, to the 
Office of Security, Department of State, indicating 
that BROWDER was expected to travel to a number of 
European countries, including Italy. 

Sources of the Rome office were furnished 
background information concerning this matter on 
October 30, 1958, and were requested to advise of 
any information which might come to their attention 
concerning the subject. Stops will be maintained 
against the subject's name and any information re¬ 
ceived concerning him or his activities will be 
promptly submitted. 



AAC:oe 

(4) 





■DEC LAS SIFICATIQN ADTHDRITY DERIVED FKC M: 

mi lamuk tic declassieicaticm oxide 

DATE 08-20-2018 BY: I I 



a XI 

V^yL£j'<s&>yfc.'L-.rj .. 


, DREIGf 


- -- OF THE \ 

UNITED STATES OF AMEIWA 

American Embassy 
Paris 8, Prance 


Date: 


Prom: 


December 30, 1958 
Director, F3I (l|0-3798) 
Logat, Paris (100-788) 


Subject: EARL RUSSELL PROVIDER, was 
SECURITY HITTER - C 


A'.lflTnc 

m&inis u : jy 

**•&}{£ SttQWfri. 


Re Hew York letterhead memorandum 10./9/58 and 
reSulet to | 1 11 / 1 ) 4/38 » 

-Pertinent infor mation was furnished to tho I I 

_Land to the | | 

|, French domestic counterespionage service, 
on 11 / 10 / 30 , end! additional information was furnished to the 
DOT on 11/21/58 indicating that the subject may stop at the 
Regents Hotel, Paris. |t; 

_ This cas e was discussed on 12/23/58 with j 

I I. and he advised that the subject Has not 

come to their notice as yet. He advised that any information 
which comes to their attention in the future will be furnished 
to this office.^ ^ 

\!q will continue to follow this with the DST and ' 

the Swiss. 


One cony of this letter is provided for transmittal 
to Hew York (100-25'o93). 


CLASSIFIES 8’,l 

gigyssin' ot 


3 - Bureau 
1 - Paris 


mjz 




TSWP sCl-I 


I* ' ,1 


^ JAN § 19591 


J'fit': n - 
’•« ‘•ill 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office M « 71 • UNITEI ^1 GOVERNMENT 



| b7D 

advised on December 31 under a confidential classification 
that subject left Dover, England., for Calais., France, on 







*• STANDARD FORM no. 64 


ce Me 1 


• UNITED 


SRNMENT 


TO . = Director, FBI (40-3798) date: January 13, 1959 

Legat, Londo^JlOO-^^)^ 

subject: EARL RUSSELL ^ROWDER/was. 

SM - C 


Remylet 1/5/59. 




advised 



on January 10, 1959, from Dunkirk and indicated he planned to depart 
the United Kingdom from London Airport, presumably for the United 
States, via British Overseas Airways on January 17, 1959. & 6 >) 

RUC * /11 C0’*TV:;iD 

mm is except 

5 - Bureau * ■ • - . VffiSRS OWBKafc. 


5 - Bureau 
1 - London 
ACM: mas 
( 6 ) 


V* • \T : '‘ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 




m % 

Office Memorandum • united states government 

to : DIRECTOR, FBI (40-3798) date: 1/23/59 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-25693) 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER, aka. 
SM - C 


ReNYlet to Bureau 11/21/58. 

Enclosed are five copies of a letterhead memorandum 
relating to BROWDER’S return to the United States. 

On 1/23/59 Mr. LAWRENCE MC GAWLEY, AUSA, SDNY, 
advised SA THOMAS J. CROKE, JR., that the perjury case against 
the subject is open and the indictment is pending. He advised 
that he does not know when any action will be taken on the 
matter i 

As the only lead outstanding in this matter is to 
follow the perjury case against the subject with the USA, 

SDNY, this case is being maintained in a pending inactive 
status in the New York Office. 


y FRO 

y 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 



Bureau (40-3798) (Encl^ 5) (RM) 
1 - New York (100-25693) 










§tafces department nf Ifastice 

liberal bureau of Investigation 
New York, New York 
January 2 3 , 1959 






Bureau 40-3798 
New York 100-25693 


Re: Earl Russell Browder, also known as 
Security Matter - C 


On January 19, 1959, William McConnerty, Supervisor 
in Charge, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Idlewild 
Airport, New York, made available to Special Agent Harold R. 
Claus records which reflected that Earl R. Browder, Passport 
Number 1243188, 7 Highland Place, Yonkers, New York, returned 
to the United States via flight BA 559 on January 18 , 1959. 

He boarded plane at London, England* 


This is loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and neither 
it nor its contents are to be dis¬ 
tributed outside the agency to which 
loaned. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : DIRECTOR, RBI (40-3798) 


DATE: 1/29/59 




om : LEGAT, BOOT (l00-622> 


subject: EARL RUSSELL BROHDER, aka 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Renylet 12/15/58. 

Upon receipt of the Sew York memorandum of IO/9/58, a 
brief summary of information on the subject was furnished to the 
following sources, with the request that they provide any information 
which might come to their attention regarding the subject while he was 
traveling abroad: 
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Security Office, American Embassy, Vienna, Austria. 


With the exception of the British, whose information was 
reported in my letter of reference, none of these agencies has supplied any 
information to date. Since the original information did not specifically 
indicate BROVffiER intended to visit either Germany or Austria and since iiiij 
passport is reported to be valid only until 2/l/59> this case is being ^ 
closed. 
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2 - Bureau 
1 - Bonn 
(3) GAVstlc 




fife. lg 


14U-Z i it 



' ri - vf-m 




■ £■{> F£3 9 1959 


I-'-* > 


* rv-i 
* * t f 





* 


b6 

b7C 







DECLASSIFICATTOH AUTHORITY DERIVED WWM: 
FBI AUTOHHTIC mariJi.RSTirTrj.- TTnTJ LULUS 


■DATE 08~20-2018 



Date: 


EY 


TT 


FOREIGN SERVl^ 

J OF THE | 
UNITED STATES OF AME\ 

American Embassy 
Paris 8, Prance 


February 16, 1959 


A'A 


To: Director, FBI (lf.O-3798) 

)Prom: Legat, Paris (100-788) 

Subject: EARL BUSSELL BROWDER, was 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



Re Hew York letterhead memorandum 1/23/59* 


A report was nannjjgad fh»om the 

French aomo s tic couriler- 


I. _- —- _I* * UWUUCU1U uuu; 

espionage service, on 1/22/59 indicating that 3K0HDER 
arrived at Paris onjA/59 and stayed in a hotel located at 
ijlj. rue Madame. Th <j | advised that they had received no 
pertinent information regarding BROUDER’s a ctivities while 
m Paris 


An appropriate notice has been placed in the 


files ox thelj so that if information comes to their 


attention mtHe future, it will be furnished to this 
office. m 

One copy of this communication is orovided for 
transmittal to Hew York (100-25693). 

RUC. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (2i0-3798) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 3/30/59 


T- : SAG, REST YORK (100-25693) 

W' , 

v ’ SUBJECT: ( J 

EARL RUSSELL BROWDER,aka 
SM-C 


Re NT let to Bureau dated 1/23/59* 

On 3/30/59 MR. LAWRENCE MC GAWLEY, AUSA,SDNY advised 
SA Thomas J, Croke,Jr, that there has been no change in the perjury case against 
the subject and that the case is open and the indictment is pending* He advised 
that he does not know when any action will be taken in the matter* 

As the only lead outstanding in this matter is to follow 
the perjury case against the subject with the USA,SDN?, this case is being 
maintained in 4 pending in-aetive status in the NYO. 


2-Bureau (UO-3798) RM 
1-New York (100-25693) 
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i>TANDA«D FOHM NO. 64 
- 

Office Memorandum 



to : Director, FBI (100-422089) date: 4/10/59 



The Kansas City Times, Kansas City, Ma, April 10, 
1959 issue, carries an article concerning Mrs. GLADYS L. 
BROWDER, 67, Who on 4/9/59 obtained a divorce i&KDistrict 
Court, Wyandotte County, Ks., from EARL RUSSELIjBRQ V/DER . r 


According to the article, she was granted a 
decree on the ground of having been abandoned by BROWDER. 
Divorce was granted when Mrs. BROWDER .told the court she 
needed it in order to take legal title to—four acres of 
land in Wyandotte County, Ks., left to her by her mother. 
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Mrs. BROWDER was marred to EARL BROWDER 1/22/11 
in Wichita, Ks., and reported she lastsaw hi m in 1924. 
According to Mrs. BROWDER, they had one son, I I 

a Detroit radio announcer, whom BROWDER helped support now 
and then until 1947 when he was living in Russia. 


Mrs. BROWDER stated she had not sought a divorce 
previously because she was content to help her mother grow 
flowers in Wyandotte County and had no desire to remarry. 

According to the article, Mrs. BROWDER said she 
had no idea as to BROWDER’S whereabouts and did not care 
concerning his whereabouts. 



Enclosed for information are two copies of the 
article for the Bureau and one copy is enclosed for 
New York Office. 


4 - Bureau (2 cc: 10Q r j2£Q&9; 2 cc: 40-3798) (end. 2) REG. 
1 - New York (info) (end. 1) (100-14205) REG. MAIL 
1 - KC 100-10656 (CINAL) 4*0- 3 7 ~ 3(2.6 

1 - ICC 100-9841 (E. Browder) . . , . . * 
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DIVOR CES E.R. BRO WDER 

W ' FE 6 A YlJ1!I S ND D mLV T ° "S'to’to ly 

GAIN LAND TITLE. | her mother> who died a year 

ago. 

She Tells Court She Hasn't Mrs. Browder was married 
Seen Communist-Minded oo inn 

Husband Since 1924. t0 ^ January 22 1911 
_ in Wichita, and said she last 

The wife of the nation’s for- saw ^ im ir l 
mer No. 1 Communist, Earl? 11 ® son ’ Jay Browder, a De- 
Russell Browder, yesterday l r0lt , radl ? announcer, whom 
was granted a divorce in the 


land then until 1947 when he 


was living in Russia. 


Wyandotte County District dUU ueu ua V • WIien Iie 
co x rt was living m Russia. 

w ’ pioriire. t or, Browder, 67, who ran sev- 

wSssstfEis Si s cZJit p sr z 

Sr/bv' Br a ™l.r be th al, b an '“ a wtte S 'whS 

& JL^Tl ^n ° h - a ! h e had three sons. Mrs. 
iSv Communist Browder said yesterday she 

5, Jf_ P° sltl ° ns in United ft ad h ear d that Browder’s Rus- 

ivitoi f ved m Russia for Sian wife is dead and that the 
ssverai years. sons jj ave t eac hj n g jobs in 

{ Waits Title to Land. New York. 

Judge 0. Q. Claflin III From a recent radio hroad- 
gi&nted Mrs. Browder the di- cast by Browder., Mrs. Brow- 


ssveral years, 
f Waits Title to Land. 

^ T. . J cv 


der said she learned her for¬ 
mer husband was planning to 
write a new translation of 
writings by Karl Marx. 

Not “Red” in Theory. 

She said she had heard that 
Browder describes himself as j 
not being a “Red,” because j 
Marxism is not practiced ac -1 
cording to the true communis- \ 
tic theory in Russia. 

Mrs. Browder said she had 
not sought a divorce pre- j 
viously because she was “con-' 
tent to help my mother grow I 
flowers in Wyandotte County” \ 
and had no desire to remarry. < 
She said the only reason she 1 
filed the divorce action Feb-1 
ruary 6 was so she could ' 
legally take title to and sell * 
the property left to h$r by < 
her mother. • i 

Mrs. Browder said she had l 
no idea of Browder’s where¬ 
abouts and “I don’t care.” * ( 


KANSAS CITY TIMES 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
April 10, 1959 


RE: CINAL 
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Honorable Richard M 


was denied.by the S$j 
recently as October 
parole 
sentences. 


Nixon 


Coart on January 27, 1958, As 

_ _ r „, Green and Winston were afforded 

*s upon completion of one-third of their 
*»eir applications were denied following 
thorough study and consideration by the Board of Parole, 

Thus, it is obvious that Green and Winston have been 
afforded every protection and avenue of appeal guaranteed 
by the Constitution and the laws of the land even to persons 
convicted of a crime as heinous as conspiracy to overthrow 
our fora of Government^ (ju) " 

Knowing the background of Earl Browder, it is , 

impossible to believe that his letter to you was motivated, 
as he puts it, "by ihe firm belief that wiping this 
particular slate clean at this particular moment will 
strengthen America*^ moral position in a world where great 
populations hunger for a rebirth of morality,* Since 
Browder was removed from his position as general secretary 
of the Communist Party, USA, in 1945, he has been interviewed 
on numerous occasions by Agents of this Bureau and has 
appeared before various congressional committees. Although _ 
claiming he is no lejnger a communist, Browder has consistently 
refused to furnish information in his possession which would 
have been of great Value to the intelligence operations of 
this country, A possible explanation for his letter may 
lie in the fact that Browder is known to fee interested in 
establishing and heading a new social1st-type organization 
in this country. Inf an effort to further this aim, Browder 
has been meeting with such defected Communist Party leaders 
as Joseph Starchin and John Gates, It is not improbable, 
therefore, that Browder is seeking commutation of Green*s 
and tinstones sentences solely for the purpose of attempting 
to wean them .away, from the Communist Party, USA, and into 
his own group. It follows that Browder might well utilize 
any reply from you to impress. Green and Winston with the 
fact that he is actively engaged in their behalf 

Green and Winston are not "political dissidents* 
as Browder describes them, but are long-time, hard-core 
Communist Party members and functionaries. Their complete 
dedication to the communist movement in this country is 
amply proven by the fact that on orders from- the Communist 
Party leadership, they deliberately disobeyed a court 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 


WASH INGTO N 

July 2, 1959 


Dear Edgar: 



Recently I received a letter: from Earl Browder, 
copy of which. I am attaching for your information. I 
would certainly appreciate receiving your advice as 
to how this, letter might be answered. 


With kindest personal regards. 


The Honorable 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'(JN ITE?0 STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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oito* Be 1mont 

Mr. DeLoach 
McGuire 
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Mr. Parsons. 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tamm_ 



Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. Jones_ 

Mr. W.C. Sull ivan . 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 






Copy 
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7 Highland Place 
Yonkers 5, N. Y. 



Richard M. Nixon, Esq. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Nixon: 


I address you to make a suggestion concerned with the international 
scene where you seem destined to play a most decisive role. 

It concerns the fate of two obscure men who through no personal merit 
happen to be symbols of certain issues that influence international thinking. 

I refer to Gilbert Green and Henry Winston, serving prison terms for 
Communist activity lengthened by a contempt in evading application of the 
original sentence, to a total of 10 years separation from their families. 

I have no sympathy with their conduct and no connection with them or 
their friends, for more than 13 years. But I recall them in the far distant 
past as' among the least dogmatic and fanatical of their group, and it seemed 
unfortunate to me that in 1956-57 they were isolated from the great upheaval 
in the communist milieu typified by the Hungarian revolution and its sup¬ 
pression by Soviet guns; at that time, if free, they would most iikely have 
stood with John Gates and associates in denouncing their erstwhile Soviet mentors. 


June 18, 1959 


(joC 


SEKfilH IS SNCIAS5! 
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In any case, under Supreme Court decisions on cases subsequent to 
theirs a distinction was laid down between "advocacy" and active conspiracy 
which leaves doubt as to whether if applied to their case they would have been 
imprisoned, since other cases with substantially the same evidence have been 
quashed. Green and Winston remain in prison on an anachronistic basis. There 
are ample ground for commuting their Sentences to time already served with¬ 
out any hint of condoning their and their group’s conduct. 

My suggestion is that such a commutation would, in a subsidiary but 
very effective way, add strength to your own future international role. It would 
furnish a dramatic contrast between American ways of dealing with political 
dissidents, as against the Soviet typified in the hanging of Imry Nagy and others. 
It would be a declaration to the world that within America there is no fear of 
subversion because there is no ground for it. Above all it would demonstrate 
to the world that justice tempered with mercy which was traditionally American, 
and made this, country admired and envied in all lands. 


I make this suggestion privately and entirely on my own, sharing it with 
none. I have not joined in any moves that have been publicised, and will not do 
so, and have addressed no other public figure. My motive is the firm belief 
that wiping this particular slate clean at this particular moment will strengthen 
America’s moral position in a world where great populations hunger for a rebirth 
of morality. l -j Q — ^ -*"* O A’^’f 

Sincerely| 

Earl Browder 


^NCLOSUS® 












